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We, the United States of America and the European Union, affirm our conviction that the ties which 
bind our people are as strong today as they have been for the past half century. For over fifty years, 
the transatlantic partnership has been the leading force for peace and prosperity for ourselves and 
for the world. Together, we helped transform adversaries into allies and dictatorships into 
democracies. Together, we built institutions and patterns of cooperation that ensured our security 
and economic strength. These are epic achievements. 

Today we face new challenges at home and abroad. To meet them, we must further strengthen and 
adapt the partnership that has served us so well. Domestic challenges are not an excuse to turn 
inward; we can learn from each other's experiences and build new transatlantic bridges. We must 
first of all seize the opportunity presented by Europe's historic transformation to consolidate 
democracy and free-market economies throughout the continent. 

We share a common strategic vision of Europe's future security. Together, we have charted a 
course for ensuring continuing peace in Europe into the next century. We are committed to the 
construction of a new European security architecture in which the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, the European Union, the Western European Union, the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and the Council of Europe have complementary and mutually reinforcing 
roles to play. 

We reaffirm the indivisibility of transatlantic security. NATO remains, for its members, the 
centrepiece of transatlantic security, providing the indispensable link between North America and 
Europe. Further adaptation of the Alliance's political and military structures to reflect both the full 
spectrum of its roles and the development of the emerging European Security and Defence Identity 
will strengthen the European pillar of the Alliance. 

As to the accession of new members to NATO and to the EU, these processes, autonomous but 
complementary, should contribute significantly to the extension of security, stability and prosperity 
in the whole of Europe. Furthering the work of Partnership for Peace and the North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council and establishing a security partnership between NATO and Russia and 
between NATO and Ukraine will lead to unprecedented cooperation on security issues. 

We are strengthening the OSCE so that it can fulfil its potential to prevent destabilising regional 
conflicts and advance the prospect of peace, security, prosperity, and democracy for all. 

Increasingly, our common security is further enhanced by strengthening and reaffirming the ties 
between the European Union and the United States within the existing network of relationships 
which join us together. 

Our economic relationship sustains our security and increases our prosperity. We share the largest 
two-way trade and investment relationship in the world. We bear a special responsibility to lead 
multilateral efforts towards a more open world system of trade and investment. Our cooperation has 



made possible every global trade agreement, from the Kennedy Round to the Uruguay Round. 
Through the G-7, we work to stimulate global growth. And at the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, we are developing strategies to overcome structural unemployment 
and adapt to demographic change. 

We are determined to create a New Transatlantic Marketplace, which will expand trade and 
investment opportunities and multiply jobs on both sides of the Atlantic. This initiative will also 
contribute to the dynamism of the global economy. 

At the threshold of a new century, there is a new world to shape--full of opportunities but with 
challenges no less critical than those faced by previous generations. These challenges can be met 
and opportunities fully realised only by the whole international community working together. We will 
work with others bilaterally, at the United Nations and in other multilateral fora. 

We are determined to reinforce our political and economic partnership as a powerful force for good 
in the world. To this end, we will build on the extensive consultations established by the 1990 
Transatlantic Declaration and the conclusions of our June 1995 Summit and move to common 
action. 

Today we adopt a New Transatlantic Agenda based on a Framework for Action with four major 
goals: 

Promoting peace and stability, democracy and development around the world. Together, we will 
work for an increasingly stable and prosperous Europe; foster democracy and economic reform in 
Central and Eastern Europe as well as in Russia, Ukraine and other new independent states; 
secure peace in the Middle East; advance human rights; promote non-proliferation and cooperate 
on development and humanitarian assistance. 

Responding to global challenges. Together, we will fight international crime, drug-trafficking and 
terrorism; address the needs of refugees and displaced persons; protect the environment and 
combat disease. 

Contributing to the expansion of world trade and closer economic relations. Together, we will 
strengthen the multilateral trading system and take concrete, practical steps to promote closer 
economic relations between us. 

Building bridges across the Atlantic. Together, we will work with our business people, scientists, 
educators and others to improve communication and to ensure that future generations remain as 
committed as we are to developing a full and equal partnership. 

Within this Framework, we have developed an extensive Joint EU/U.S. Action Plan. We will give 
special priority between now and our next Summit to the following actions: 

I. Promoting Peace And Stability, Democracy And Development Around The World 

• We pledge to work boldly and rapidly, together and with other partners, to implement the 
peace, to assist recovery of the war-ravaged regions of the former Yugoslavia and to 
support economic and political reform and new democratic institutions. We will cooperate to 
ensure: (1) respect for human rights, for the rights of minorities and for the rights of refugees 
and displaced persons, in particular the right of return; (2) respect for the work of the War 
Crimes Tribunal, established by the United Nations Security Council, in order to ensure 
international criminal accountability; (3) the establishment of a framework for free and fair 
elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina as soon as conditions permit and (4) the implementation of 



the agreed process for arms control, disarmament and confidence-building measures. While 
continuing to provide humanitarian assistance, we will contribute to the task of 
reconstruction, subject to the implementation of the provisions of the peace settlement plan, 
in the context of the widest possible burden-sharing with other donors and taking advantage 
of the experience of international institutions, of the European Commission and of all 
relevant bilateral donors in the coordination mechanism.  

• We will support the countries of Central and Eastern Europe in their efforts to restructure 
their economies and strengthen their democratic and market institutions. Their commitment 
to democratic systems of government, respect for minorities, human rights, market oriented 
economies and good relations with neighbours will facilitate their integration into our 
institutions. We are taking steps to intensify our cooperation aimed at sharing information, 
coordinating assistance programmes and developing common actions, protecting the 
environment and securing the safety of their nuclear power stations.  

• We are determined to reinforce our cooperation to consolidate democracy and stability in 
Russia, Ukraine and other new independent states. We are committed to working with them 
in strengthening democratic institutions and market reforms, in protecting the environment, 
in securing the safety of their nuclear power stations and in promoting their integration into 
the international economy. An enduring and stable security framework for Europe must 
include these nations. We intend to continue building a close partnership with a democratic 
Russia. An independent, democratic, stable and nuclear weapons-free Ukraine will 
contribute to security and stability in Europe; we will cooperate to support Ukraine's 
democratic and economic reforms.  

• We will support the Turkish Government's efforts to strengthen democracy and advance 
economic reforms in order to promote Turkey's further integration into the transatlantic 
community.  

• We will work towards a resolution of the Cyprus question, taking into account the 
prospective accession of Cyprus to the European Union. We will support the UN Secretary 
General's Mission of Good Offices and encourage dialogue between and with the Cypriot 
communities.  

• We reaffirm our commitment to the achievement of a just, lasting and comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. We will build on the recent successes in the Peace Process, including 
the bold steps taken by Jordan and Israel, through concerted efforts to support agreements 
already concluded and to expand the circle of peace. Noting the important milestone 
reached with the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement, we will play an active 
role at the Conference for Economic Assistance to the Palestinians, will support the 
Palestinian elections and will work ambitiously to improve the access we both give to 
products from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. We will encourage and support the 
regional parties in implementing the conclusions of the Amman Summit. We will also 
continue our efforts to promote peace between Israel, Lebanon and Syria. We will actively 
seek the dismantling of the Arab boycott of Israel.  

• We pledge to work together more closely in our preventive and crisis diplomacy; to respond 
effectively to humanitarian emergencies; to promote sustainable development and the 
building of democratic societies; and to support human rights.  

• We have agreed to coordinate, cooperate and act jointly in development and humanitarian 
assistance activities. To this end, we will establish a High-Level Consultative Group to 



review progress of existing efforts, to assess policies and priorities and to identify projects 
and regions for the further strengthening of cooperation.  

• We will increase cooperation in developing a blueprint for UN economic and social reform. 
We will cooperate to find urgently needed solutions to the financial crisis of the UN system. 
We are determined to keep our commitments, including our financial obligations. At the 
same time, the UN must direct its resources to the highest priorities and must reform in 
order to meet its fundamental goals.  

• We will provide support to the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organisation 
(KEDO), underscoring our shared desire to resolve important proliferation challenges 
throughout the world.  

II. Responding To Global Challenges 

• We are determined to take new steps in our common battle against the scourges of 
international crime, drug trafficking and terrorism. We commit ourselves to active, practical 
cooperation between the U.S. and the future European Police Office, EUROPOL. We will 
jointly support and contribute to ongoing training programmes and institutions for crime-
fighting officials in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia, Ukraine, other new independent 
states and other parts of the globe.  

• We will work together to strengthen multilateral efforts to protect the global environment and 
to develop environmental policy strategies for sustainable world-wide growth. We will 
coordinate our negotiating positions on major global environmental issues, such as climate 
change, ozone layer depletion, persistent organic pollutants, desertification and erosion and 
contaminated soils. We are undertaking coordinated initiatives to disseminate environmental 
technologies and to reduce the public health risks from hazardous substances, in particular 
from exposure to lead. We will strengthen our bilateral cooperation on chemicals, 
biotechnology and air pollution issues.  

• We are committed to develop and implement an effective global early warning system and 
response network for new and re-emerging communicable diseases such as AIDS and the 
Ebola virus, and to increase training and professional exchanges in this area. Together, we 
call on other nations to join us in more effectively combating such diseases.  

III. Contributing To The Expansion Of World Trade And Closer Economic Relations 

• We have a special responsibility to strengthen the multilateral trading system, to support the 
World Trade Organisation and to lead the way in opening markets to trade and investment.  

• We will contribute to the expansion of world trade by fully implementing our Uruguay Round 
commitments, work for the completion of the unfinished business by the agreed timetables 
and encourage a successful and substantive outcome for the Singapore WTO Ministerial 
Meeting in December 1996. In this context we will explore the possibility of agreeing on a 
mutually satisfactory package of tariff reductions on industrial products, and we will consider 
which, if any, Uruguay Round obligations on tariffs can be implemented on an accelerated 
basis. In view of the importance of the information society, we are launching a specific 
exercise in order to attempt to conclude an information technology agreement.  

• We will work together for the successful conclusion of a Multilateral Agreement on 
Investment at the OECD that espouses strong principles on international investment 



liberalisation and protection. Meanwhile, we will work to develop discussion of the issue with 
our partners at the WTO. We will address in appropriate fora problems where trade 
intersects with concerns for the environment, internationally recognised labour standards 
and competition policy. We will cooperate in creating additional trading opportunities, 
bilaterally and throughout the world, in conformity with our WTO commitments.  

• Without detracting from our cooperation in multilateral fora, we will create a New 
Transatlantic Marketplace by progressively reducing or eliminating barriers that hinder the 
flow of goods, services and capital between us. We will carry out a joint study on ways of 
facilitating trade in goods and services and further reducing or eliminating tariff and non-tariff 
barriers.  

• We will strengthen regulatory cooperation, in particular by encouraging regulatory agencies 
to give a high priority to cooperation with their respective transatlantic counterparts, so as to 
address technical and non-tariff barriers to trade resulting from divergent regulatory 
processes. We aim to conclude an agreement on mutual recognition of conformity 
assessment (which includes certification and testing procedures) for certain sectors as soon 
as possible. We will continue the ongoing work in several sectors and identify others for 
further work.  

• We will endeavour to conclude by the end of 1996 a customs cooperation and mutual 
assistance agreement between the European Community and the U.S.  

• To allow our people to take full advantage of newly developed information technology and 
services, we will work toward the realisation of a Transatlantic Information Society.  

• Given the overarching importance of job creation, we pledge to cooperate in the follow-up to 
the Detroit Jobs Conference and to the G-7 Summit initiative. We look forward to further 
cooperation in the run up to the G-7 Jobs Conference in France, at the next G-7 Summit in 
the Summer of 1996 and in other fora such as the OECD. We will establish a joint working 
group on employment and labour-related issues.  

IV. Building Bridges Across The Atlantic 

• We recognise the need to strengthen and broaden public support for our partnership. To 
that end, we will seek to deepen the commercial, social, cultural, scientific and educational 
ties among our people. We pledge to nurture in present and future generations the mutual 
understanding and sense of shared purpose that has been the hallmark of the post-war 
period.  

• We will not be able to achieve these ambitious goals without the backing of our respective 
business communities. We will support, and encourage the development of, the transatlantic 
business relationship, as an integral part of our wider efforts to strengthen our bilateral 
dialogue. The successful conference of EU and U.S. business leaders which took place in 
Seville on 10/11 November 1995 was an important step in this direction. A number of its 
recommendations have already been incorporated into our Action Plan and we will consider 
concrete follow-up to others.  

• We will actively work to reach a new comprehensive EC-U.S. science and technology 
cooperation agreement by 1997.  

• We believe that the recent EC/U.S. Agreement on Cooperation in Education and Vocational 
Training can act as a catalyst for a broad spectrum of innovative cooperative activities of 



direct benefit to students and teachers. We will examine ways to increase private support for 
educational exchanges, including scholarship and internship programmes. We will work to 
introduce new technologies into classrooms, linking educational establishments in the EU 
with those in the U.S. and will encourage teaching of each other's languages, history and 
culture.  

Parliamentary links 

We attach great importance to enhanced parliamentary links. We will consult parliamentary leaders 
on both sides of the Atlantic regarding consultative mechanisms, including those building on 
existing institutions, to discuss matters related to our transatlantic partnership. 

Implementing our Agenda 

The New Transatlantic Agenda is a comprehensive statement of the many areas for our common 
action and cooperation. We have entrusted the Senior Level Group to oversee work on this Agenda 
and particularly the priority actions we have identified. We will use our regular Summits to measure 
progress and to update and revise our priorities. 

For the last fifty years, the transatlantic relationship has been central to the security and prosperity 
of our people. Our aspirations for the future must surpass our achievements in the past.  

 


