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This new semester welcomes the Austrian Presidency of the Council of the European Un-

ion. I am very happy to congratulate Austria and the Presidency team and wish them an 

excellent and frui&ul Presidency!  

In the "CSDP Actors" sec+on of this newsle,er, the Austrian Presidency team comments 

on the ambi+ous working programme in the Domain of Security and Defence. It includes 

a number of important issues ranging from the Implementa+on Plan for Security and De-

fence (in par+cular PESCO, CARD, MPCC) to the European Defence Ac+on Plan & Europe-

an Defence Fund.   

These are all key, desirable goals to further deliver upon the EU Global Strategy's commit-

ments and uphold, in a credible way, "A Europe that protects", as the mo,o of the Austri-

an presidency. 

I guarantee to the Austrian Presidency full support from the EUMC with the aim of ful-

filling all CSDP related priori+es and commitments.  

I want also to take this occasion to touch upon another topic which, in recent +mes, is 

becoming more and more prominent: Women, Peace and Security (WPS) and Conflict re-

lated Sexual violence. 

Promo+ng a systema+c integra+on of gender perspec+ve within CSDP opera+ons and 

missions is one of the EU's key priori+es. In addi+on, our training missions, together with 

the posi+ve examples set by EU personnel in the field, serve as an opportunity to share 

the EU values of gender equality, human rights and respect, while ensuring we are prac-

+cing what we preach. 

The EU Military Commi,ee keeps this topic in the highest considera+on and regular ex-

changes are in place with Ambassador Mara Marinaki, the EEAS Principal Advisor on Gen-

der. In this respect, I am glad to announce that an enlightening ar+cle by Ambassador 

Marinaki will be published in the next issue of our newsle,er. 

As our High Representa+ve, Ms Federica Mogherini said, commen+ng on the Global Strat-

egy implementa+on, "So, the work con+nues: ambi+on and pragma+sm, step by step, 

vision and ac+on", as "We deserve a stronger Europe".  

The views expressed in this news-

le�er are those of the author and 

do not represente the official posi�-

on of the European Union Military 

Commi�ee or the single Member 

States´ Chiefs of Defence 

 

Brussels, 21 July: Na�onal Day of the King-

dom of Belgium 

Gen. Mikhail Kostarakos 

LATEST EVENTS 

Brussels, 6 July: Mee�ng with the newly 

appointed UK Chief of the Defence Staff   

Paris, 14 July: French Na�onal Day   
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“A Europe that protects” 
By Colonel Camillo Nemec, Mag.phil., Austrian Military Representa�on  

to be the year of delivering 

tangible results. 

Austria therefore will ac-

+vely support further pro-

gress on the work ahead:  

• within the Permanent 

Structured Coopera-

+on (PESCO), the se-

quencing of the fulfil-

ment of the more 

binding commitments, 

the rules for third par-

ty involvement and 

the 2nd wave of 

PESCO projects have 

to be pursued; 

• the review of the Mili-

tary Planning and Con-

duct Capability 

(MPCC) will be con-

ducted in order to op-

+mize EU’s crisis man-

agement structures; 

• the defini+on of the 

military requirements 

for Military Mobility 

have to be finalized 

and first implementa-

+on steps should be 

taken; 

• the correla+on be-

tween exis+ng tools of 

security and defence, 

including the ATHENA 

Mechanism, and the 

newly proposed Euro-

pean Peace Facility 

needs to be detailed; 

• the Coordinated An-

nual Review on De-

fence (CARD) which 

Austria has taken over the 

Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union for the 

second half of 2018. ADer 

1998 and 2006 this is the 

third +me. 

Our Presidency of the Coun-

cil takes place at a +me of 

controversial debates on 

Migra+on as well as inten-

sive nego+a+ons on BREXIT 

and the Mul+na+onal Finan-

cial Framework post 2020. It 

is also the last full presiden-

cy of the Council before the 

elec+ons to the European 

Parliament next May.  

The mo,o of the Austrian 

presidency is “A Europe that 

protects”. 

The Austrian Presidency will 

priori+ze the role of the Eu-

ropean Union with regard to 

the mo,o “A Europe that 

protects”, which offers sta-

bility, peace and security to 

the ci+zen of the European 

Union. 

We want a strong Europe 

trusted by our ci+zens. 

Austria views its role during 

the presidency as that of an 

honest broker and will use 

its best efforts to find com-

mon solu+ons. 

Further implementa+on of 

the EU Global Strategy will 

be a major subject for the 

Austrian Ministry of De-

fence working presidency 

role. We understand 2018 

 

will build the basis for  fu-

ture implementa+on; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides these working Presi-

dency topics, the Austrian 

Ministry of Defence has de-

fined three defence policy 

priori+es for the Austrian 

Presidency: 

 

Enhancing synergies: 

Military assistance to civil-

ian ins+tu+ons with special 

emphasis on EU border pro-

tec+on. The aim should be 

to define risks and future 

threats and to iden+fy stra-

tegic fields of ac+on for civ-

il-military coopera+on to 

guarantee the efficient pro-

tec+on of the EU’s external 

border. 

 

Strengthening resilience in 

South-East Europe: 

2018 is the year to confirm 

Lieutenant General Franz Leitgeb 

Austrian MILREP 
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regarding the European De-

fence Fund. 

 

There is no doubt that a 

presidency can only be suc-

cessful by coun+ng on the 

unity and support of the EU 

and its member states. 

 

Ul+mately, we should reach 

a greater unity and con-

sistency of our external ac-

+on, a be,er coordina+on 

of our efforts in the internal 

and external dimension 

and a more effec+ve im-

ropean perspec+ve of our 

Partners in South East Eu- 

rope. To enhance their resil-

ience against various 

threats, to con+nue the sta-

bilisa+on and associa+on 

process and to strengthen 

the poli+cal engagement 

will be a strategic invest-

ment in peace and security 

in Europe. 

 

The Defence Research: 

The European Defence Fund 

(EDF) will promote coopera-

+on and cost savings among 

Member States to produce 

state-of-the-art defence 

technology and equipment, 

by enhancing collabora+ve 

defence research, develop-

ment and procurement. The 

European Defence Fund will 

contribute to a European 

Union that defends and pro-

tects its ci+zens. The Austri-

an Ministry of Defence will 

preside over a Friend of the 

Presidency Group in order 

to reach a Council’s General 

Approach for the regula+on 

pact on further imple-

men+ng the EU Global 

Strategy in the area of secu-

rity and defence. 

 

To that effect the Austrian 

Presidency will priori+ze the 

role of the European Union 

as a Europe that protects its 

ci+zen. 

 

We want a strong Europe 

trusted by our ci+zens. 

 

“A Europe that protects” 
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News from our Opera�ons & 

Missions  

EU NAVFORMED Sophia 

Since July the 5th, a Crime Informa+on Cell is ac+ve on board EUNAVFOR Med opera+on Sophia Task Force, opera+ng in the Central Medi-

terranean Sea. Following the EU Council decision adopted on May the 14th, five specialised personnel from EU Agencies Europol, Frontex,  

the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, and EUNAVFOR Med have been embarked on board of the Flagship of EUNAVFOR Med 

opera+on Sophia, Italian Navy Ship San Giusto, moored in Augusta. The establishment of the Crime Informa+on Cell opens a new chapter 

in opera+onal coopera+on between Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) and Jus+ce and Home Affairs (JHA) actors, which will 

strengthen the overall opera+on’s effec+veness and opera+onal impact.  

EUNAVFOR ATALANTA 

On July the 16th, Rear Admiral Alfonso Pérez de Nanclares (Spanish Navy) handed over the role of Deputy Opera+on Commander (DCOM) 

of the European Union’s counter-piracy opera+on off the coast of Somalia to Rear Admiral Giuseppe Rapese (Italian Navy). 

The handover took place at the Opera+onal Headquarters (OHQ) in Northwood, London. 

EUFOR ALTHEA 

On July the 18th, COMEUFOR, Major General Mar+n Dorfer, visited a demining site at Delilovac in the municipality of Travnik. The site is run 

by the NGO Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), and COMEUFOR was welcomed by the NGO's Regional Director for Southeast Europe, Mr Sven 

Jonas Zachrisson.  Major General Dorfer was updated on ac+vi+es including de-mining and land release, as well as NPA’s holis+c approach to 

the community (which includes mine risk educa+on and regular informa+on flow to the local people on progress made). 
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News from our Opera�ons & 

Missions  

EUTM RCA 

On July the 7th, the Ceremony of the end of mission of the 4th con+ngent of EUTM-RCA took place in Camp Moana / Ucatex, Bangui. The 

Minister of Defence of CAR, the Ambassador, the Head of the Delega+on of the European Union, the Special Representa+ve of the Secre-

tary-General of the United Na+ons and head of MINUSCA, as well as various diploma+c representa+ons accredited in CAR, honoured the 

Ceremony with their presence.  

EUTM Somalia 

On July the 16th, the European Union Training Mission Somalia (EUTM-S) Mission Force Commander, Brigadier General Pietro Addis, hand-

ed over the Command of EUTM-S to his successor, Brigadier General Ma,eo Spreafico. 

The ceremony took place at the EUTM-S Headquarters in Mogadishu, and was honoured by the presence of Somali and Interna+onal au-

thori+es. 

In the framework of the ceremony, Brigadier General Addis was awarded with the “CSDP Medal for Extraordinary Meritorious Service”, and 

“CSDP Service Medal for Headquarters and Forces”.  

EUTM Mali 

In accordance with the EUTM Mali and MaAF (Malian Armed Forces) planning, a combined Mobile Advisory and Training Team (CMATT) was 

conducted from June the 4th to July the 6th. The training was meant to improve the ability of the MaAF personnel to plan, execute and con-

duct military opera+ons, and improve the leadership skills of cadets from Malian NCOs School. 405 trainees from MaAF, including 115 NCO 

cadets, were successfully trained by EUTM Mali personnel.  
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News from the Commi/ee 

Workshop "Threat Perceptions and Scenarios for EU Security and De-Workshop "Threat Perceptions and Scenarios for EU Security and De-Workshop "Threat Perceptions and Scenarios for EU Security and De-Workshop "Threat Perceptions and Scenarios for EU Security and De-

fense" fense" fense" fense"     

On July the 10th, the Chairman of the European Union Military Commit-

tee (CEUMC), General Michail Kostarakos, participated in the workshop 

"Threat Perceptions and Scenarios for EU Security and Defense", organ-

ised in the framework of the Mercator European Dialogue, a network of 

150 Members of Parliaments (MPs) from EU Member States. The event 

was a great opportunity to discuss threat perceptions among societies 

and political leadership in Europe, with the aim to create a closer mutual 

understanding of the issues, views and approaches among MPs from EU 

countries.  

Joint Political and Security Committee (PSC) and Joint Political and Security Committee (PSC) and Joint Political and Security Committee (PSC) and Joint Political and Security Committee (PSC) and 

European Union Military Committee (EUMC) visit European Union Military Committee (EUMC) visit European Union Military Committee (EUMC) visit European Union Military Committee (EUMC) visit 

to EUNAVFORMED OHQto EUNAVFORMED OHQto EUNAVFORMED OHQto EUNAVFORMED OHQ    

On July the 2nd, in Rome, EUNAVFOR Med opera-

tion Sophia Headquarters (OHQ) hosted repre-

sentatives of the Political and Security Committee 

(PSC), headed by its Chairman Walter Stevens, and 

the EU Military Committee, headed by its Chair-

man General Michail Kostarakos, together with the 

HRVP, Ms Federica Mogherini, the Italian Minister 

of Defence, Ms Elisabetta Trenta, the Italian Un-

dersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr Manlio 

Di Stefano and the Italian Chief of Defence, Gen-

eral Claudio Graziano. 

Visit to EUROCONTROL Visit to EUROCONTROL Visit to EUROCONTROL Visit to EUROCONTROL     

On July the 6th, the Chairman of the European Union Military Com-

mittee (CEUMC), General Mikhail Kostarakos with EU Military Rep-

resentatives, visited the EUROCONTROL's Headquarters in Brussels. 

EUROCONTROL is an intergovernmental organisation with 41 

Member and 2 Comprehensive Agreement States. The organisation 

is committed to building, together with its partners, a Single Euro-

pean Sky that will deliver the air traffic management (ATM) perfor-

mance required for the twenty-first century and beyond. 
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News from the Commi/ee 

Farewell to the Chairman of the EUMC Working Group / Headline Goal Farewell to the Chairman of the EUMC Working Group / Headline Goal Farewell to the Chairman of the EUMC Working Group / Headline Goal Farewell to the Chairman of the EUMC Working Group / Headline Goal 

Task Force, the Head of the Strategic OPS Cell and the Military Assistant Task Force, the Head of the Strategic OPS Cell and the Military Assistant Task Force, the Head of the Strategic OPS Cell and the Military Assistant Task Force, the Head of the Strategic OPS Cell and the Military Assistant 

for the PSC  for the PSC  for the PSC  for the PSC      

On July the 25th, the Chairman of the European Union Military Commit-

tee (CEUMC), General Michail Kostarakos, bid farewell to Colonel Jean-

Louis Nurenberg, outgoing Chairman of the EUMC Working Group/

Headline Goal Task Force (EUMCWG/HTF), Colonel Carlos Bernardo 

Anaya, outgoing Head of the Strategic OPS Cell, and Cap (N) Fabrizio 

Bondi, outgoing Military Assistant for the Political and Security Commit-

tee (PSC). 

General Kostarakos priced their outstanding service, and wished them 

all success and luck for their future commitments.  

EU  EU  EU  EU  ----        NATO Military Committee NATO Military Committee NATO Military Committee NATO Military Committee     

On July the 18th, in the occasion of the EU – NATO Military Committee 

joint meeting, the Chairman of the EU Military Committee, General 

Mikhail Kostarakos, welcomed Air Chief Marshal, Sir Stuart Peach, 

newly appointed Chairman of the NATO Military Committee. 

This was a great opportunity to further enhance EU - NATO coopera-

tion in the field of Security & Defence. 

DRAFT
DRAFT
DRAFT
DRAFT    

Farewell to the Spanish and Lithuanian MilrepFarewell to the Spanish and Lithuanian MilrepFarewell to the Spanish and Lithuanian MilrepFarewell to the Spanish and Lithuanian Milrep    

On July the 18th and 25th, in the occasion of the 

EUMC meeting, the Chairman of the European Union 

Military Committee (CEUMC), General Mikhail 

Kostarakos, bid farewell to Vice Admiral José Luis 

Urcelay Verdugo and Brigadier General Gintautas 

ZENKEVICIUS, respectively  Spanish and Lithuanian 

outgoing Milreps. In the occasion, General Kostarakos 

thanked them for their outstanding service.  


