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KEY NOTE ADDRESS BY THE DEPUTY MINISTER, HON. PATRICIA APPIAGYEI AT THE 
OPENING SESSION OF THE SEMINAR ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY OPPORTUNITIES IN 
GHANA 7TH MAY, 2019 AT LABADI BEACH HOTEL, AT 9:00AM 

 

Chairman, 

Our distinguished Development Partners, 

Representatives of MDAs 

Friends from the Media, 

Distinguished Invited Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

It is a great honour for me to be part of this august occasion and also to 

deliver the key note address on the theme “Circular Economy 

Opportunities in Ghana”. I am informed that this seminar is part of E.U’s 

Week Celebrations focused on our environment and climate change. 

Thank you for recognizing the pivotal role of my Ministry and for inviting 

me. 

 

 Ladies and gentlemen, as you may be aware, a circular economy is an 

alternative to our traditional linear economy, where we make, use and 

dispose of unwanted products.  A circular economy ensures that resources 

are in use for as long as possible, where we can derive the maximum 

value from them, as well as recover and regenerate products and 

materials at the end of their service life. 

A circular economy in a wider sense therefore aims to redefine growth, 

focusing on positive society-wide benefits, minimizing waste and making 
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the most out of our scarce resources, whilst reducing environmental 

impacts. 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Ghana’s transition to a green economy and the attainment of the 

sustainable development goals cannot be achieved without a circular 

economy. Sustainable development supports strong economic and social 

developments in an environmentally friendly manner. This position is 

reaffirmed by the principles of Rio+20, the Paris Climate Agreement and 

Agenda 2030. Ghana’s drive towards pursuing a circular economy hinges 

on the principle to eradicate poverty while enhancing social inclusion, 

improving human welfare and creating opportunities for employment and 

decent work for all. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The critical role the Environment plays in supporting the resource base 

for socio-economic development of our country and the implication 

thereof cannot be over looked. Activities based on land, water, forest 

and fisheries resources contribute more than 20 percent of GDP. 

However, a significant part of Ghana’s economic activity is dependent on 

climate-sensitive sectors such as agriculture, fisheries, industry, tourism 

and forestry. These economic sectors support a large share of 

employment and livelihoods for most Ghanaians especially the rural poor.   

The urgency to bring economic prosperity and well-being to Ghanaians 

and the need to tackle climate change head-on, informed Ghana's 
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strategy to take bold and far reaching steps to shift its national 

development onto a sustainable pathway.  

This is evident in the latest Government’s Coordinated Programme of 

Economic and Social Policies (CPESDP), 2017-2024, which is the main 

driver of development.   

Ghana’s strategy is to adopt development choices that promises to 

deliver growth-focus, people-centered and climate-proof outcomes.  

 

We have developed  a National Employment Plan (NEP) with the aim to 

adopt an inter-sectoral and integrated approach towards achieving full, 

decent, productive and freely chosen employment for all Ghanaians who 

are able and willing to work in order to improve living conditions and 

promote equity, security, and dignity.  

 

Ghana aspires to become a country beyond Aid in the near foreseeable 

future. To realize the potential of meeting this agenda, there is the need 

for an integrated system to help transition to a circular economy by 

creating innovative ways of doing business.  

In line with government’s strategy to use innovative approaches to 

engage formal and informal sectors for effective collaboration towards 

inclusive growth for wealth creation and sustainable development, a 

number of initiatives are being pursued. 

• Government is vigorously pursuing rural industrialisation through 

the 1D 1F initiative, access to water for smallholder farmers in the 

one Village, one-Dam programme and boosting agriculture 

production through the planting for food and Jobs, all in the 
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context of sustainable development and building resilience for the 

vulnerable. 

• The Ghana E-waste Project being implemented in Agbogbloshie, 

Oyibi and other suburbs of Accra is aimed at  developing a 

sustainable e-waste management systems which makes e-waste re-

usable; 

  

• We have developed a practical oriented plastic waste policy 

currently before Cabinet. Once approved the policy will seek to 

promote circular economy principles of reduce, reuse, recycle and 

recover to promote green jobs and clean up the environment of the 

menace of plastic waste. Many opportunities can be realized along 

the plastic waste value chain which makes it a resource that should 

be exploited by young entrepreneurs to provide revenue as well as 

help the government to create and sustain its green economy. 

Nelpast is among many companies that of utilizes plastic waste 

through recycling and reuse to create other products. It was 

established by a young man called Nelson Boateng who innovatively 

uses plastic waste to manufacture bricks and has since created jobs 

for more than 500 people along the value chain.  

• In line with our Nationally Determined Contributions to the Paris 

Agreement we are promoting biogas technology in second cycle 

schools across the country which will provide an opportunity to 

develop capacity for the use of biogas technology to manage faecal 

sludge whiles creating the opportunity for income generation; 

• In addition, the Implementation of Industrial Symbiosis and 

Environmental Management Systems for SMEs will sustainably 
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promote the re-use of other companies’ by-product by means of 

facilitating trade relations among businesses. 

• The introduction of efficient Biomass cook stoves and ovens for 

small and Medium Scale Agro-processing industries will promote the 

production and marketing of improved institutional biomass cook 

stoves for gari processing, pito brewing, shea butter processing and 

fish smoking using biomass to reduce the impact of climate change. 
 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Government acknowledges the role of private sector players in 

contributing to social inclusion and poverty reduction in the country. As a 

Government, we encourage existing and new partnerships, including 

public-private partnerships, to mobilize adequate finance taking into 

account the interests of local and indigenous communities for a 

sustainable low carbon development.  

I wish to conclude by reiterating that, Government will continue to  focus 

on implementing suitable  policy conditions for enhanced people centered 

climate action; including promoting the contribution of the private sector 

to support Climate Change and Green Economy policies for poverty 

eradication.  

I therefore urge you all to come on board to support this worthy course. 

 

I thank you for the audience and God bless EU, Ghana relations. 


