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Honourable Minister of State, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, 

Secretary Shri U P Singh, 

Distinguished Guest, Colleagues,  

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

  

 It is a real pleasure for me to be here on World Water 

Day, which is the appropriate day to re-emphasise the 

importance of water as an essential resource of life 

that needs to be managed and safeguarded with 

biggest attention towards sustainability; 

 In October 2016, former Minister for Water Resources 

Uma Bharati and European Commissioner Mr Vella 

signed a Memorandum of understanding. We did this 

to provide a solid underpinning to the new India-EU 

Water Partnership launched by Prime Minister Modi 

and European leaders at the 2016 EU-India Summit. 

 One and a half year later, we can say that the 

implementation of the Partnership is well underway, 



and we are very happy to use the occasion of today to 

take stock of where we are now. 

 Before I will do so, let me highlight some issues 

specifically dedicated to water in the global, EU and 

Indian context. 

 

 

Water as a key issue in India and the EU 

 Despite several differences, the EU and India share a 

lot of commonalities when it comes to water resources 

and their management.  

 Overall, the importance of water as a resource is 

increasingly recognised: Water is essential for 

economic development in the EU, in India and across 

the world and good water management should 

therefore be an absolute priority for every generation, 

and for every government throughout the world. 

 Water has been at the centre stage of the 

development and political debate internationally and 

nationally for the EU and also for India. Growing 

scarcity; increasing pollution; enhanced competition, 

conflicts and trans-boundary water sharing issues 



have dominated the national discourse in our regions 

and countries. 

The global agenda on water: Agenda 2030 and SDG6 

 Successfully responding to the global water crisis 

requires global cooperation.  The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, adopted by the United 

Nations in September 2015, provides us with a 

transformative political framework in which to situate 

our bilateral cooperation. It aims to eradicate poverty 

and achieve sustainable development globally.  

 The inclusion of water as one of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG 6) and its prominence in a 

range of other SDGs reflect the importance the global 

community places on water.  

 There is an increasing demand by governments, 

industry, cities and communities for innovative and 

more effective approaches to water management.  

 Any such approach must take into account the varied 

and competing demands on the resource, the 

environmental sustainability of the answers we find, as 

well as the imperative to ensure that the needs of the 



most vulnerable members of society are met, now and 

in the future. 

 SDG6 on water has strong interlinkages with other 

SDGs. Therefore, any progress made towards the 

targets of SDG 6 will at the same time benefit many 

other goals, from poverty eradication, ending hunger, 

empowering girls and women to sustainable economic 

growth and health – and not the least Goal 16 on 

peace. 

The EU 

 We in the EU have long experience of water 

management and we have long experience in looking 

into how policies are - or may be - influenced by 

management, availability or quality of water resources. 

 Several decades of implementation of EU Legislation 

on Water have contributed to the protection of human 

health and the environment. We now have cleaner 

water bodies and safe drinking water and bathing 

areas. Every step brings us closer to the achievement 

of Sustainable Development Goal 6. The EU 

regulatory approach shows a high coherence between 

the different objectives when assessing the water-



energy-land-food nexus as well as with climate 

change. 

 We are very committed – with our Member States – to 

work on all these issues with you, and I look very 

much forward to our Water Forum today. 

 

India EU Water Partnership - Cooperation on water 

between the EU and India 

 As I already said, the EU and India have established 

an excellent cooperation on water in order to share 

experiences and know how as well as to establish 

related business exchange. 

 Even if many societal, environmental and economic 

aspects are quite different, we share water problems 

in terms of quantity, quality and also transboundary 

water management. 

 The EU is in a unique position that we can bring 

together the broad-span experience of 28 European 

Member States, all of which have their own key 

strengths, competencies and technologies.  



 We are committed to sharing all these best practices 

and lessons under the Water Partnership, and to bring 

on board all relevant stakeholders to:  

o facilitate policy dialogue,  

o to bring best practices, business solutions and 

joint research and innovation, 

o and to look at how to optimise financing for all the 

needed investments. 

 In this context, the India-EU water Partnership has 

agreed on a joint Actions Plan including 9 Priority 

Areas and we are very grateful for the collaboration 

with Ministry of water Resources and all other 

stakeholders on moving this partnership forward.  

 You will hear more about the specific cooperation 

priorities in a later presentation from our project 

partners, so let me just finish by re-iterating the strong 

commitment of the EU to work with India on all water 

related aspects.  


