
 

  

1 

 

 
Speech by Ambassador Attilio PACIFICI 

The Head of Delegation 
of the European Union to the Republic of Uganda 

 
Unveiling ceremony of commemorative plaques   

Historical Buildings Project  
 

20th November 2018, Uganda National Museum, Kampala 
 

 

Hon. Minister Prof. Ephraim Kamuntu, 

Excellencies and Members of the diplomatic corps, 

Dear friends of the Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda,  

Esteemed members of the press,   

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 
 
I am honoured to be here today with Minister Kamuntu 

and all other dignitaries, for this important ceremony. This 

function represents a significant milestone of the project 

in support to the Protection of Historical Buildings in 

Kampala, Jinja and Entebbe.  

EUROPEAN UNION 
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2018 has been declared the European Year of Cultural 

Heritage. Therefore, this year many events, including 

festivals, shows, concerts, contests, discussions, etc. have 

taken place in Europe, and around the world on the theme 

of cultural heritage and of its importance for the social 

fabric of societies and of countries, to promote 

understanding of traditional values and practices, for the 

blossoming of creativity and innovation, as well as for the 

promotion of business.  

The theme chosen this year provides an ideal opportunity 

to share with our Ugandan friends the European 

experience and know-how in protection and valorisation 

of cultural heritage. I am therefore very thankful to the 

Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda for having 

demonstrated for many years great interest for this 

important theme and for having implemented, with the 

support of the Embassy of Ireland, the activities which 

have provided the basis for the current project, conceived 
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and owned by Ugandans and financially supported by the 

European Union 

At the EU, we are delighted to have had the opportunity 

and the privilege to support a proudly Ugandan initiative 

which shows that recognition and valorisation of cultural 

heritage is a universal ambition as well as noble goal that 

good partners pursue both individually and jointly. 

In particular the EU support has enabled the Cross-Cultural 

Foundation of Uganda to extend its research to Jinja and 

Entebbe which are not less rich than Kampala in term of 

historical buildings and sites.   

I understand that a wide range of stakeholders and actors, 

including local and national authorities, NGOs, historians, 

architects, private sector representatives, have been 

involved in a dialogue over the value of this heritage; on 

the need to protect it, to preserve it, to make the public 

aware of it and eventually to bring it back to use for social 

or economic purposes.  
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Young researchers and photographers have worked hard 

together and have produced rich and beautiful material 

which will feed the publication of maps and of an 

executive book which in my vision will be exhibited soon in 

every office of decision makers, intellectuals, scholars, 

expatriates, etc., in Uganda along with so many stunning 

photographic books about the amazing nature of this 

country.  

This project targets also ordinary people, who walk and 

ride in the streets, passing by historical buildings often 

without paying attention to them, without considering 

those buildings part of their life, and without recognising 

how history is important for building a nation. The 

commemorative plaques we are unveiling today aim 

exactly at that: understanding and reminding. 

I would like to congratulate CCFU because they have 

selected a wide range of diverse buildings. In addition to 

the National Museum, which is a Ugandan heritage 100%, 

both in terms of contents and container, the buildings they 
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have identified varied from renewed and imposing 

structures, like the Bulange or the Parliament, to the 

simplest and less known such as the Mengo Primary 

School and private houses; from public sites, like the 

railway station and Nakasero market, to religious places, 

like Watoto Church and the Bahai temple.  

I warmly praise them for such a comprehensive and wise 

approach. 

Each building has a story to tell about the city, about 

people who lived or worked there and about the history of 

this country.  This project will pave the way for a ground-

breaking understanding and perspective about historical 

buildings in Uganda and to an innovative approach to their 

use, re-use and management.  

I hope that this project will not only raise awareness on 

the value of historical buildings in Uganda, but will also 

generate opportunities to create new jobs and develop 

innovative business, especially for young people.  
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Countries all over the world take good care and preserve 

their jewels for the sake of their own people and show 

those jewels with pride to foreigners.  Foreigners come to 

Uganda to see its natural beauties and wilderness, learn 

about the culture and the traditions of peoples of this 

country.  Identifying and preserving key historic buildings 

and any other antiquities, will help attract more visitors 

but more importantly it will help young Ugandans to 

understand better their past, appreciate more their 

present and forge their future.  

To end, allow me to invite you to look closely from today 

on when you travel through Kampala, Entebbe or Jinja. 

You will discover little pearls in the streets of the cities in 

the Pearl of Africa.  

 

Thank you 


