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Honourable Minister of Gender and Family Promotion, 

Honourable Chief Gender Monitor, 

Dear Deputy Director General of the National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda, 

Dear Representatives of the EU Member States, 

Dear Members of the Community of producers and users of Gender Statistics in 

Rwanda, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished guests, 

 

It is a real pleasure for me to be with you all today for this round table on the 

production and the use of refined gender statistics in Rwanda. This event is organized 

through a tripartite partnership between the National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda, 

UN WOMEN and the European Union Delegation to Rwanda. 

Furthermore, it features as an important activity in a series of events to  mark 

International Women's Day 2020, which are organized by the European Union and its 

member States present in Rwanda, under the coordination of the French Embassy. 
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Albeit the importance of data and statistics may not come to everybody's mind as the 

most critical thing when it comes to gender, it is a very critical issue. That is why we 

found it highly appropriate to actually start the Activities for Women's Day with this 

event on Data and the importance of Refined Gender Statistics. I believe this will be 

an important debate and interaction between the producers and the users of such 

information. 

 

We are very glad that Dr Anne- Laure HUMBERT was able to join us today to unpack 

the concepts of Gender Disaggregated Statistics, Gender Indicators, and their Analysis 

for policymaking: thank you for bringing the European Academic perspective to 

today's universal discussions. 

 

The ultimate objective is for all of us to reflect on how we could contribute to refining 

Gender Statistics in Rwanda with the target of sustaining the gains, going further and 

leaving no one behind on this development journey we have all committed to this 

country. 

 

 

In 2007, when NISR started its initial mission of tracking and monitoring economic 

development and poverty reduction in Rwanda, the EU was part of the first basket 

fund, together with DFID and UNDP. Till this day, the EU has continued to 

consistently support NISR, in particular through our support for NISR's Third 

National Strategy for the Development of Statistics of Rwanda (NSDS3). 
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It is indeed a strong vote of confidence to the principle of Evidence based Policies 

promoted by and implemented in Rwanda. Because we are concerned about gender; 

we are also concerned to have a sound basis of evidence to guide our policies and 

specially measure our results on gender. 

 

The world has acknowledged the importance of women and girls as well as their 

wellbeing. This can only be achieved through a global commitment to Gender 

Equality and Women and Girls' empowerment as well as their equal participation in 

all sectors. These are prerequisites to ensure social and economic development of any 

nation. This strong, worldwide commitment is reflected into SDG 5: Achieve Gender 

Equality and Empower all women and girls. 

 

Similarly, The EU and its Member States have translated this noble cause into a 

Gender Action Plan (GAP II) which is currently in its second generation.  GAP II's 

overall objective is to effectively mainstream gender equality in the political and 

policy dialogue, the programming and the implementation of the European Union and 

its Member States through their development cooperation activities. 

 

To achieve SDG5, GAP II, as well as the National Strategy for Transformation 

(NST1): we all need data. Furthermore, we need refined Gender Statistics in order to 

adequately calibrate our actions and keep us on track to fulfil our committed towards 

women and girls globally, institutionally and even more, individually. 
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Data is needed in order to be able to verify and confirm development achievements 

such as the fact that in Rwanda there is a standard of 30% of women participation in 

all public institutions; there is equal access to education for boys and girls and, of 

course, the first ever majority of women in Parliament in the world. Refined Gender 

Statistics will help us monitor and maintain those commendable achievements as well 

as identifying areas for improvement. 

 

In Rwanda as in all of our partner countries, the European Union is strongly 

committed to accelerating the achievement of the SDGs, not least as they affect 

women and girls too. 

 

This why we are delighted to support today's round table on the production and use of 

refined gender statistics because the EU, just like Rwanda, strongly believes that 

reliable and robust data will better guide our common efforts to make gender equality 

and women empowerment become a reality. 

 

I thank you for you kind attention and wish all of us fruitful discussions. 

 

MURAKOZE ! 

 


