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It is a real pleasure for me to speak on this important topic of energy & climate change and 

urban transformation - some of the most crucial issues for the development of our societies in 

the years to come.  

We are at turning points on both issues. We have made our commitments to tackle climate 

change and foster sustainable development across the world.  

But, commitment alone will not deliver the transformation that is needed. Now the time has 

come to deliver actionable policies and measures. 

When we look at Climate Change, we are all aware of the imperatives for action. 

In the EU we are working at high speed to implement our 2030 climate and energy 

commitments:   

1. We are in the process of adapting our Emissions Trading System to the 2030 targets.  

2. We are developing low emission policies for all sectors of the economy, including 

transport, buildings, agriculture, waste, mobility, land use and forestry.  

3. We are taking action to make Europe more resilient to the impacts of climate change.  

All of these issues are of course also highly relevant and actions are ongoing here in India as 

well. 

Moving onto the urban agenda: By 2030 6 out of 10 people are going to live in cities, with 

well-known challenges attached: housing, mobility, water supply and sanitation and waste 

management, just to mention a few.   

And let me just highlight urban air pollution: in 2014, half the global urban population was 

exposed to air pollution levels at least 2.5 times higher than maximum WHO standards.  

In summary, sustainable urbanization, clean air, clean energy and climate related actions are 

more relevant than ever for both India and the EU.  

 

Current and future EU India cooperation: 

India is a very important partner for the EU in all these areas.  



 
 

2

EU and India has had an energy policy level dialogue in place since many years, and renewable 

energy is a clearly identified priority.  

The EU is also partnering with India on concrete initiatives on the ground, related to: 

1. Offshore wind development,  

2. Grid integration of clean energy produced under the solar parks programme,  

3. Implementation of the roof-top solar programme and  

4. Implementation of energy efficiency in building legislation. 

5. Stepping up cooperation with India on Smart Grids 

 

The European Investment Bank has already provided loans and credit lines for more than 1, 2 

billion € to support implementation of energy and climate related projects in India.  

We are keen to step up this involvement and expect new momentum when the EIB open office 

here in India soon. 

Very recently, during the EU-India Summit, Prime Minister Modi agreed with the European 

leaders to establish an India-EU Clean Energy and Climate Partnership.  

And at the end of October we agreed at the highest level on a work programme which covers a 

very wide array of clean energy and climate related priorities. 

 

In parallel, we have been working for several years towards an EU–India partnership on 

urbanisation:  

The EU-Mumbai Partnership was established in 2013 to build a long-term cooperation 

platform to address challenges of urbanisation in mega-cities.  

Under our ECOCITIES project we are cooperating with 5 cities to support bringing low-

carbon strategies into urban development. 

Through our World Cities project we have established partnerships between 4 Indian and 4 

European cities, and through our development cooperation we have assisted at least 20 Indian 

cities in infrastructure development. 

 

Next week we will start up our newest initiative: the International Urban Cooperation 

initiative-India, which is part of a global programme to: 

• Twinning on sustainable urban development between up to 15 Indian and European 

cities  

• Working with Indian cities on sustainable energy, climate adaptation and mitigation, 

through linking them to the Global Covenant of Mayors initiative. 
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This initiative will contribute to India's Smart Cities, AMRUT and other urbanisation processes 

and bring us closer to a substantial India-EU Urbanisation Partnership. 

 

Lastly, let me return to air quality: From January onwards, we will initiate a project to help 

India authorities to address air pollution in cities.  

The initiative will bring more clarity to India's needs in air quality management and exploit 

EU's know-how on political, regulatory, technical and economic aspects of addressing air 

pollution.   

The initiative will develop pilot projects on air pollution reviews and action plans with 3 Indian 

cities, and support the implementation of selected activities. 

We believe that this can contribute to the efforts of the Indian Government to improve air 

quality in Indian cities. 

 

Conclusion: 

I am convinced that the two Partnerships on Clean Energy & Climate Action and on 

Urbanisation, as well as the India-EU water Partnership, can bring real benefits to both India 

and the EU.   

With these Partnerships the EU can be a credible long term partner for India to work on a clean 

energy future, to implement climate commitments, and to support India's urban transformation. 

We are in a unique position that we can bring together the 28 European Member States, all of 

which have their own key strengths, competencies and technologies.  

The Partnerships will bring on board all relevant stakeholders to facilitate policy dialogue, to 

bring best practices, business solutions and joint research and innovation and to look at 

financing models for clean energy, climate change and urban transformation.  

The partnerships can support concrete transformative ideas such as those which have been 

discussed today. 

We now have all the tools at our hands to make this work, and let me re-confirm that we are 

very committed to work with all Indian counterparts to make it happen. 

 


