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Ladies and gentleman, dear trainers and trainees, dear 

friends of the Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda,   

 

I am very pleased to be here today with you, even if just 

briefly, for the start of this three day Training on Historical 

Buildings' Documentation.  

 

I am so glad to kick off this long awaited first activity of 

the project in Support to the Protection of Historical 

Buildings in Kampala, Jinja and Entebbe.  

 

The very foundations of this project have been laid back in 

2015 when a map of historical buildings in Kampala was 

produced with the support of the Irish Embassy.  

 

This year, 2018, has been dedicated by the European Union 

to celebrate Cultural Heritage. The purpose is to showcase 

Europe’s heritage as a unique, rich and diverse mosaic of 

cultural and creative expression.  

 

EUROPEAN UNION 

DELEGATION TO THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA 
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We, at the European Union Delegation to Uganda, are 

actively promoting this message of shared values in this 

beautiful and rich country.  

 

Therefore, the project for the protection of historical 

buildings represents a very relevant action in the context of 

the European Year for Cultural Heritage 2018.  

 

Building a future which includes the country's rich cultural 

heritage is one of the important challenges of Uganda. 

Already many of the traditional cultures and customs, in the 

modern era have faced extinction and we have seen the 

unfortunate destruction of historical buildings in and 

around Kampala, Entebbe and Jinja happening at a very 

fast pace.  

 

These buildings could, in the future, be the proud and 

attractive heart of Ugandan cities, not only alluring to 

companies and tourists but also creating vibrant city centres 

that could be enjoyed by all Ugandans. As the result of 

immediate economic interests, the lack of protective 

legislative measures, a limited awareness of the importance 

of cultural heritage, coupled with demand for 'modern' 

structures and facilities, the rural-urban migration and rapid 

population growth, cultural heritage preservation has 

become a vital and urgent issue.  

 

We strongly believe that this is a pioneering project which 

will not only raise awareness on the value of historical 
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buildings, but will also generate opportunities to create new 

jobs and develop innovative business.  

 

Cultural heritage is a field in which Europe has wide 

experience and know-how. Therefore, I am very glad to 

welcome the three European trainers that have been invited 

by CCFU to share their knowledge and skills in 

documentation, being the first step toward the preservation 

of tangible and intangible heritage.  

 

Likewise, I am very excited to welcome you all. Allow me 

in fact to stress again the pioneering nature of this project 

and this training specifically; you have the responsibility to 

pave the way for a ground-breaking perspective about 

historical buildings in Uganda, and an innovative approach 

to their use, re-use and management.   

 

I am also very glad to see many young faces in this room. 

The EU is strongly committed to work with youth for a 

better future; we believe that youth's spontaneity, creativity, 

courage, open-mindedness and energy, are the main 

features for the success of innovative projects such as this 

one.      

 

In the same spirit of the European Year for Cultural 

Heritage, the EU Delegation to Uganda has also proudly 

sponsored the Kampala Art Biennale 2018, a hub where 7 

renowned contemporary arts masters have shared their 

knowledge with young apprentices and have created 

stunning art works which make up the exhibits of the 

biennale. 
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We officially opened the exhibition last Friday the 24th at 

the Design Hub in Kampala. It will last until 24th 

September. Therefore, I warmly invite you to visit the 

Biennale because, in our view, it echoes the historical 

buildings project's principles: transfer of knowledge, youth 

empowerment, creativity, job opportunities… in other 

words, a vibrant society.        

 

I leave to you now the floor for this exciting training; I 

wish you very successful work, and I look very much 

forward to the results and achievements of this project.  

 

Thank you 

 

 

 


