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The European Union as a Global Actor: HRVP Federica Mogherini In Singapore

Media Interview with Singapore's The Business Times

This Friday (3 August), in her first public lecture in Singapore, the European Union’s foreign policy chief and
Vice-President of the European Commission, H.E. Federica Mogherini, will engage with students on the EU’s
place amidst an increasingly volatile international order and will discuss the ways in which the EU continues to
develop enduring partnerships across the globe.

The EU High Representative/Vice-President, who is participating in the ASEAN Regional Forum in Singapore,
will address some of the challenges facing the world today, including regional conflicts, nuclear proliferation,
and migration, as well as the need to defend and support the rules-based multilateral system, open and fair
trade, and sustainable development.

With Singapore currently holding the chairmanship of ASEAN and taking on the role of EU-ASEAN Coordinator
in August, Federica Mogherini will also outline the European Union’s increased engagement with Asian
partners over the past years, particularly on climate change, connectivity and security, as well as discuss
opportunities for enhanced cooperation in the future.

Ahead of her arrival in Singapore, HRVP did an exclusive interview with The Business Times Opinion Editor
Anna Teo. The interview, which was trailed on the front page of Singapore's leading business daily, was
published today — 2" August.
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EU an avid supporter of rules-based global system

THE P Union’s High Rep for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica
ini, will be in for the Asean

Regional Forum Ministerial Meeting this week.
In an exclusive written interview ahead of her
trip, she tells ANNA TEO that the EU's
commitment to Asia wili not waiver.

What is the EU's main message at the Asean
Forum

My main message will be that Asia can con
tinue to count on the European Union as a reli-
able and constructive partner. Our commit
ment will not waiver.

Because geographical distance certainly
does not reflect the proximity of our shared in
terests and values. The European Union is
looking to increase our role as a security pro-
vider; we will remain the first and most fer-
vent supporter of a rules-based international
system, with effective multilateralism at its
core; and continue to push for open and fair
trade across the world.

The Regional Forum will be a key opportun-
ity for me to discuss with our Asian partners
the work we are doing on various regional and
international issues. Two issues, both nuc
lear related but different in many respects,
will 1 am sure feature heavily on the agenda.
Firstly, the ongoing efforts to denuclearise the
Korean Peninsula and bring long-lasting
peace to its people, which as the European
Union, we fully support.

And secondly, the work we are doing, to
gether with many others - China and Russia,
but also Japan, New Zealand and India, for ex-
ample - to continue to fully and effectively im
plement the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Ms Mogherini says that while many EU Member States

has a great deal more to gain from

Action with Iran, which c a key
element of the global nuclear non-prolifera
tion architecture. Other topics will, of course,
be discussed - in particular, I am looking for-
ward to discussions on further increasing sus-

are Nato members, the EU as such is not. But she emphasises that the bloc
rules-based that

than from

y Op!

ying them. This is what the EU continues to effect - with Nato, the UN, WTO and others. PIIOTO: CU

management, and tackling modern hybrid
threats, but also because the EU has taken im-

will have a brighter future through full adher-
ence to international law, denuclearisation

s been over two years since UK's Brexit
referendum, and there still has been imited

tainable connectivity between Europe and portant strides recently to establish a true with the inter com London and Brussels over

Asia’ European Union of defence. munity. the Brexit terms. What s the EU's stance in
The face and indeed the capacity of the We will continue to follow this path - in  the Brexit negotiations?

n a partnership pean Union as a global actor is ing: full c ination with Presi Moon Jaein  The European Union has a united position

EU and Asean, what s the biggest priority and  We are not only a reliable trade partner, not  as well as our other international partners - when it comes toall of the issues on the table

focus? What is needed to bring the only a pillar of multilateralism: the Elisase-  and do our utmost to support internati ef- inthe I am in touch with (Chief

partnership to the next level? curity actor in its own right. forts for peace and reconciliation. EU negotiator) Michel Barnier on a very regu-

The EU and ASEAN celebrated 40 years of co-
operation last year. Qur partnership has come
a long way in that time, reflecting that we are
two major global actors whose strength

Security cooperation is actually one of
the primary success stories of EU-Asean rela-
tions in recent years. The EU has become one
of the main contributors to the work of the
A jonal Forum, ERORE ST, leh

comes directly from regi a
C stand for i against
rising - and worrying - temptations of isola
tionism and protectionism. These values and
interests must be the foundation for our up-
coming Strategic Partnership.

In Asia, the EU has recently held a major
summit with China, and signed a landmark
trade deal with Japan, amid a global backdrop

on maritime security, cybersecurity,

1 hosted (US) Secretary (of State Mike) Pom
peo in Brussels only a few weeks ago, where
we had the opportunity to discuss together
the state of play. He, and also Foreign Minis-
ter Kang (Kyung-wha) and other partners in
Asia, know that the European Union has a

counter-terrorism, trafficking in

p y and me-
diation, to mention just the main sectors.
There is always room to do more with
Asean, and to do it more effectively. In addi-
tion to the Asean Regional Forum, we want
to have the possibility of making a contribu-
tion to other fora, such as the East Asia Sum-

of tariff threats and protectionist policies. mit and the Asean Defence Ministers' Meet-
Is there similar cooperation, between EUand  ing - Plus.

Asean, on the security front?

It is true that there have been a number of What Is the significance of the Trump-Kim
very p devel: in our rel, summit towards the ultimate goal

with many Asian partners recently. You men-
tioned the summit with China, where we
agreed, for example, to step up our work to im
plement the 2015 Paris climate agreement; Ja-
pan, with whom we signed the biggest trade
deal in the EU's history, cutting tariffs and
other barriers to trade.

We want to add to those successes with
Free Trade Ag; that we are i
with many Asean members and the explora-
tion of a possible region to region agreement
in due course.

Another important step forward was the re-
cent dedsion of EU Foreign Ministers to en-
hance the EU's security engagement in and
with Asia.

Our partners in Asia increasingly look to
the EU to be present and engaged in the re
gion, thanks to our experience with cooperal-
ive security, regional approaches to crisis

of denuciearisation of the Korean peninsula?
We have ourselves, as Europeans, learnt over
time that truly peaceful, long-lasting solu

perience in peace building
reconciliation and specifically in successful
iati for denuck i
Look at the Balkans, in Aceh/Indonesia, on
going efforts in Afghanistan, Myanmar and
the Philippines, and of course, the Iran nuc-
lear deal, to name just a few.
We are ready to put this expertise and the
tools that we have towards supporting our
shared objective of peace and security on a

denuc Korean F This would
be a major success not only for Koreans, but
for the region and the world.

On Nato: While Donald Trump has demanded
that the alllance’s European members
their defence budget, some say that

tions can only be achieved through dip-
lomacy and negotiation.

What we have seen on the Korean Penin-
sula since the turn of the year is that pursu
ing this diplomatic track is often challen
ging, but it is always rewarding. The Singa-
pore Summit was for sure an important step
on the path to what we all want to see on the
Korean Peninsula: denuclearisation, peace
and security.

The European Union itself has long-pur-
sued a policy of critical engagement with the
DPRK, combining pressure - applying not
only UN Security Council sanctions but also
stringent additional autonomous EU sanc-
tions - with open channels of communica-
tion intended to persuade the DPRK that it

what Nato needs is not so much more money
but “new thinking” ~ that its mission needs to
be reconfigured for the 21st century, to
refiect the new geostrategic threats and
power transitions today. What do you say?
While many EU Member States are Nato
members, the EU as such is not. So [ will not
enter into a debate that we have no formal
role in. But [ will say one thing: we have a
great deal more to gain from strengthening
our i | rules-based organisati
that currently operate, than from destroying
them.

This is what we as the European Union are
doing, with Nato, with the United Nations, the
World Trade Organisation, and others.

lar basis in particular on the future relation
ship that the EU will have with the UK. Because
for our work on foreign policy, on security
and defence, the European Union and the
United Kingdom will continue to need each
other. In today’s world, you need partners and
friends.

also so interconnected that even if we didn't
share the same objectives around the world -
which 1 believe we do and will still do - it
would be impossible to avoid working to-
gether; and finally, the challenges of today re-

European project, such as the huge strides we
have taken in security and defence and creat-
ing new opportunities for EU companies
through more and better free trade agree-
ments than ever before. Let me also say that,
even though the European Union will lose one
of our Members, there are many countries do
ing everything they can to join our com
munity. Just look at the Western Balkans.

The European Union's ability to inspire pos-
itive change, to accompany democratic re
form and to support the aspirations of people
in our European neighbourhood for me
clearly demonstrates that, as a foreign and se
curity actor, the EU can be an even stronger
actor in the future than we are now.

“existential threats” facing the Union.

How do you see the EU's longer-term political
and economic character in the face of multiple
chalienges?

The world without the European Union would
certainly be a less stable, less secure place
than it is now; the work that the European
Union does for global peace, security, sustain
able human and economic development, and
prosperity, is it posi So, you ask
about how 1 see our future character. My an-
swer would be that we need to show as much
resilience to threats to our Union as we have
done in the past, that we need to keep believ-
ing in the work that we do, and that we must
continue to act in a principled, united way.
Not only for our own futures, but for those
around us too.

And not least, how do you see your role, as EU
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, in the context of today’s global
uncertainties?
1 see more than ever a need for a strong
European Union in the world. Everywhere 1 go,
with whomever | meet - in Brussels and else-
where - 1 not only receive support and thanks
for the work that we are collectively doing,
but also a request for us to do more. We live in
a world where the challenges we are faced
with do not know, do not respect borders.
Climate change, terrorism, cybercrime, mi
gration... We cannot expect to effectively
tackle and find solutions to these challenges,
and others, if we also do not think beyond bor
ders. Europe has a painful history showing
that acting alone, in confrontation, leads only
to destruction. The European Union, which
was born out of this lesson, is a natural part-
ner for those who also view cooperation as
key, i ism as ial, and win win

quire joined-up, ci
does not work, and neither does unilateral-
ism. So, we are preparing for the UK to leave
the EU - and yes, | wish that this wasn't the
case - but for the work that we do together
and the positive impact we have, to be main
tained as much as possible.

Where does Brexit rank in the list of major
challenges facing the EU?
You know, three years ago, there were some
who predicted that the flow of migrants and
refugees coming to Europe would be the de-
mise of our European Union. Two years ago, it
was the referendum in the UK that would ap-
parently cause the EU to disintegrate. Today,
it is the rise of populist sentiments, or some-
thing else. Well, let me say: our European
Union is more resilient than that. It is worth
fighting for, worth defending, worth improv-
ing.

Rather than any kind of disintegration of
our Union, on the contrary, we have over the

solutions where others see a zero-sum game.

What do you like most, and least, about your
work?

There are many things to love about my job. I
am very lucky, very honoured to do the work
that I do. Seeing in person the positive impact
of the European Union around the world is
probably the most rewarding thing. 1 also love
to meet and discuss with young people:
they're never afraid to tell you how it really is,
and they give great ideas. There are times
when the job is tough but the important thing
is to maintain the drive and the vision.
anna@sph.com.sg

@AnnaTeoBT

1 Ms Mogherini, who is also vice-president of
the European Commission, has been the EU's
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy since November 2014. She
was italy’s Minister for Foreign Affairs from
February to October 2014
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