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I. Background  

2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child and is also the year during which the General Assembly will review progress on the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including its target 16.2 

on ending all forms of violence against children. The 2030 agenda calls for a world which 

invests in its children and in which every child grows up free from violence and exploitation, 

leaving no one behind.  

The best way to leave no child behind is to put children first. First, when policies are shaped, 

when laws are enacted and enforced, and when budget allocations are made. First, when 

professionals are recruited and strengthened in their skills and capacity to always uphold the 

best interests of the child. And first also, when children are cared for and protected, 

participating in actions and decisions that affect their lives as agents of change and respected 

citizens of today. 

Realizing every child’s right to freedom from violence is a fundamental dimension of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. Indeed, the Convention prohibits torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; bans the use of the death penalty and of life 

imprisonment for children; makes imperative the protection of children from harmful 



practices, as well as from sexual exploitation and abuse, sale, trafficking and any other form 

of exploitation; prohibits school violence and any form of school discipline contrary to the 

child’s human dignity; and safeguards children from the hidden manifestations of violence 

within the home, or institutions for the protection of children. 

The ambitious vision of the 2030 Agenda gives new impetus to global efforts to reduce the 

risk of violence in children’s lives and ensure the effective protection of victims.  

But the value and success of the 2030 Agenda will be measured by the strategic action taken 

and tangible progress made on the ground, especially for those furthest behind, who are often 

also the most at risk of violence, abuse and exploitation. 

The experience gained in the implementation of the Convention over the past decades 

provides a solid body of knowledge that States can draw on to build a world free from fear 

and from violence for all children and in turn, promote steady progress towards the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

And indeed, there is a sound basis to build upon. Many countries have taken important steps 

to place the rights of the child at the heart of the national policy agenda. There has been an 

enhanced cooperation between different parts of government; some countries have created 

dedicated ministries for children, while there has been stronger attention by national 

parliaments to the promotion and protection of children’s rights. Today more than 90 

countries have a strong national policy agenda on violence against children; more than 50 

have a comprehensive legal prohibition of all forms of violence against children, including in 

the home; and significant research and data on violence against children has been gathered, 

helping to break its invisibility and informing evidence-based action. 

Valuable experience has also been built on how to safeguard the protection and safety of 

child victims and witnesses of violence, and to ensure their access to a child-sensitive justice 

system. 

One such positive experience is the Barnahus model (“Barnahus” means “children’s house” 

in Scandinavian languages). This multidisciplinary and interagency approach promotes 

child-centred interventions by bringing together under one roof the services needed to 

safeguard the rights and protection of child victims and witnesses of violence, and to avoid 

their re-victimization. The first Barnahus was founded in Iceland in 1998. Since then the 

Barnahus movement and other initiatives using a similar approach have grown across Europe 

and other parts of the world. 

II. Objectives 

Framed by the process of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and 

the 2030 Agenda, the side event will provide a platform to share and promote positive 

experiences in the prevention and response to violence against children, and in the protection 

of its victims and witnesses.  

The objectives of the side-event are:  

- To reflect on progress made over the past 30 years in ensuring children’s freedom from 

violence, including through the establishment of multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral 

support and protection services for child victims and witnesses of violence; 

 



- To discuss lessons learnt, as well as opportunities to strengthen child protection systems 

and advance children’s protection from violence, including the experience gained from 

the Barnahus model and other similar approaches in different regions;  

 

- To mobilize action to accelerate progress in children’s protection from violence in the 

framework of the review of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development during the 2019 High Level Political Forum and of the General Assembly 

Summit.  

 

 

III. Programme of the event 

 

The Icelandic vision for the welfare of children - investing in the future  

Ásmundur Einar Daðason, Minister of Social Affairs and Children, Iceland 

 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child thirty years on – Children’s right to freedom 

from violence must be at the heart of the policy agenda 

Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence 

against Children 

 

The spread of Barnahus in Europe by balancing the two human rights principle of the 

"due process" and the "best interest of the child” 

Bragi Gudbrandsson, Member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

 

Multidisciplinary response to children’s protection from violence in Zanzibar 

Khadija Juma, Save the Children 

 

Emerging forms of violence on children, particularly harmful practices related to belief 

in witchcraft and how it affects children with albinism  

Ikponwosa Ero, UN Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human rights by 

persons with albinism  

 

Questions and answers 

 

Concluding remarks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to confirm participation, please contact Thorvardur Thorsson, Permanent 

Mission of Iceland to the United Nations at th@mfa.is  


