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Ladies and gentleman, dear invited guests, 

 

I am very pleased to be here today to the official opening of 

the 2018 Kampala Art Biennale, hosted at the Design Hub.  

 

I was in this same place about two weeks ago to celebrate 

the International Youth Day under the theme of "Safe 

Space for Youth" which featured important discussions on 

creativity, job creation and artistic performances from the 

young people.  

 

Very often, as Ambassador of the European Union, I run 

from a diplomatic gathering, to a ground-breaking 

ceremony, from an awarding ritual, to a financing 

agreement signature function and lastly to very sensitive 

meetings … all events covering a wide range of sectors and 

involving a wide range of partners.  

 

Allow me therefore, today, to reflect loudly about the fil 

rouge linking these two events I am pleased to officiate at 
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Design Hub. The theme of the International Youth Day, 

"Safe Space", cannot be more appropriate, at this crucial 

period in Uganda and this place hosting the Kampala Art 

Biennale cannot be more suitable.   

 

The Kampala Art Biennale thus represents virtually the safe 

space where creativity can blossom, where artists and 

lovers of art and culture can gather together, where ideas 

can be shaped, freed and shared; and then re-shaped, again 

freed and shared and so forth.  

 

Last month, I had the pleasure of witnessing the process of 

creating the magnificent works that we all see today. I saw 

first-hand masters and their young apprentices in action, 

working together to create original artworks that now make 

up the Kampala Art Biennale exhibitions. They have 

worked in the spirit of knowledge transfer from a 

generation to a younger one. It is a spirit that we deeply 

cherish in Europe.  

 

The Kampala Art Biennale is not simply art and creativity 

for young people; KAB calls also for a substantial change 

of the perception of artistic production in Africa: it calls for 

bringing African art into the global art market; for building 

new jobs around art, such as specialised journalisms; for 

sponsorship of art and culture by business people and 

private companies.  

 

As an Italian by origin, I am proud to recall how far 

creativity, art, literature, philosophy as well as science, 

technology, medicine, etc. have been boosted during the 
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Renaissance era by patronage and philanthropy, in other 

words, by the money of wealthy families and enlightened 

minds.   

 

2018 is a very special year for us. It has been dedicated as 

the European Year of Cultural Heritage, a celebration 

aiming to showcase Europe’s heritages as a unique, rich 

and diverse mosaic of cultural and creative expression.  

 

This Year we pay tribute to museums, monuments, 

artworks, historic cities, literature, music, audio-visual 

works, and natural, built, and archaeological sites of 

interest. In doing so, we recognise the intangible elements 

of cultural heritage, including the knowledge, practices, and 

traditions of European people.  

 

In Uganda, The European Union Delegation is firmly 

committed to promote the same message and values in this 

beautiful and rich country.  

 

We are delighted to have supported the Kampala Art 

Biennale, now in its third edition. We share the same vision 

with the organising partners of this important event - the 

Kampala Arts Trust and l’Agence à Paris - who are 

working to revitalize olden practices needed in our 

contemporary world particularly to pass on knowledge, 

practices, and traditions to the youth.  

 

Through The Studio, the European Union has supported 

young Ugandan, East African, African and international 
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artists to learn as apprentices from seven internationally 

renowned artists who are opened their studios in Kampala.  

 

The Masters covered all different aspects of contemporary 

art including: sculpture, textile, performance, photography, 

video, painting, installation, etc. Cultural heritage is both 

the inheritance from previous generations and the legacy 

for those to come. Cultural heritage is not only an 

important resource for social cohesion, economic growth 

and employment, but it also strengthens people’s sense of 

belonging and their cultural identity. We invite you to join 

us and share in this important celebration. 

 

To end, allow me to express my appreciation of Mr Daudi 

Karungi for overall coordination, and my admiration of Mr 

Simon Njami's work as curator of the biennale.  

 

I was very pleased to know that in my hometown Rome, an 

exhibition on African metropolis curated by Simon Njami 

is on-going at the National Museum of Arts of the XXI 

Century (MAXXI). A number of "our" KAB Masters' 

artworks are also there on display, beside other African 

artists. Here is another fil rouge to explore: from a safe 

space to a global space.  

 

With this in mind, I am delighted to officially open this 

stunning edition of the Kampala Art Biennale and on behalf 

of the European Union and, with Daudi and Simon's 

permission, on their behalf as well, I am glad to invite you 

all to visit the exhibitions, to discover the deep meaning of 

each of these pieces of art, the hard work behind each of 
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them, to learn from the artists and to bring friends and 

family here to breath this stimulating atmosphere.  

 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

[End] 

 

 

 

 


