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European Union 
Development  
Cooperation
Eradicating poverty and achieving sustainable  
development are two of the world’s greatest challenges. 
The EU, in collaboration with its Member States and 
partner countries, is determined to address both. 

Together, the EU and its Member States account for 
over half of all global official development assistance. 
To maximise the impact of this assistance, the EU has 
aligned its interventions with international policies 
as well as the policies of local partners. 

European Union  
Cooperation  
with Thailand 
Cooperation between the EU and Thailand began 
in the 1970s. Today’s cooperation centres around  
the provision of technical assistance to help the country 
achieve its development goals, as well as to serve 
mutual interests.

To ensure prosperity for all citizens and future genera- 
tions, Thailand now focuses on developing a value- 
based economy that reconciles environmental 
protection and economic development. 

The 12th National Economic and Social Development 
Plan (2017-2021) articulates a clear vision for  
the graduation of Thailand towards a high-income 
country within the next ten years.

The EU supports Thailand in this endeavour 
through a cooperation framework of national and 
regional projects and programmes.

EU-Thailand development cooperation focuses on 
three key areas: economic development, strengthening 
governance and civil society and sustainable  
development including climate change.

The 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
aim to end poverty, protect the planet, and  
ensure prosperity for all. These goals are universally 
applicable to all countries, and the EU is driving 
their implementation. To this end, the EU has set 
out a strategic approach for achieving sustainable 
development in Europe and around  the world. 



Growth for All
Economic Development,  
Decent Work & Job Creation 
Over the last four decades, Thailand has made remarkable progress in social and economic 
development, moving from a low-income country to an upper-income country in less than 
a generation. To support an inclusive growth process, where “no-one is left behind”, the EU 
and its Member States implement  a series of projects focusing on the most marginalised 
in the society.

  Creating decent work conditions in key industry sectors is an important step towards 
inclusive economic development. The EU helps Thailand combat unacceptable forms  
of work in the fishing and seafood industry with a dedicated programme. The project,  
which is implemented by the International Labour Organisation, provides capacity  
building to government inspectorates and advice to regulatory processes. It also works 
with industry associations to strengthen labour standards across the supply chain through 
the development of Good Labour Practices programme (GLP). Other projects implemented 
by CSOs aim at improving labour working conditions for migrant workers and ensure  
protection of informal workers’ needs in urban development. 

   Food security is the basis for inclusive economic development. For Thailand, rice is  
a staple food and major export commodity. An EU-funded programme on traditional  
and modern rice intensification technologies helps Thailand and other countries of the lower 
Mekong region to increase productivity while using less inputs. The project successfully 
worked with farmer groups to provide trainings for farmers across the region.

  To improve the livelihoods of vulnerable groups, the EU supports a wide range of civil 
society projects. One of these projects promotes organic farming for small scale farmers 
in Ubon Ratchathani province by setting up organic rice cooperation and having its rice 
certified by international organic standard. Another project helps improve the livelihoods of 
local fishermen by enhancing public participation in sustainable coastal fishery management 
and promote organic fisheries products.



Growing Together
Strengthening Governance  
& Civil Society

The EU supports Thailand in strengthening governance and developing a vibrant and confident civil 
society that allows all people to grow together. To this end, the EU funds several projects implemented 
by civil society organisations. Activities focus on clusters of priorities in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

  EU-funded civil society projects include support for elderly people to help them advocate for their rights 
and for income security, support for people with disabilities to help them fully participate in society, and 
the advancement of child protection services. 

  Despite Thailand’s impressive transformation in the past decades, challenges in gender equality and  
the empowerment of women in Thailand persists. One EU-funded civil society project helps empower 
rural women’s networks in accessing basic services (e.g. health and protection) provided by the state, and 
addresses violence against women through the establishment of community self-help groups.

  The youth in the deep south faces unique development and social cohesion challenges with some  
of the highest poverty rates and lowest educational achievements in the country. The EU facilitates several 
community and youth engagement projects to support inclusive development in the region.



The Aid to Uprooted People programme in Thailand 
focuses on stability and well-being; health, water 
and sanitation; education and vocational training 
and livelihood opportunities.

  Stability, well-being, and harmony is promoted by 
the International Organisation for Migration (IOM). 
It focuses on improved access to basic services for 
Myanmar Muslims, including Rohingya and host 
communities in Thailand in three provinces.

  Access to health, water, and sanitation focused on 
providing temporary shelters and curative and  
preventive healthcare, including water, sanitation, 
and hygiene to the people in the camps. 

  Education is key to giving young people a chance 
to succeed in life. The EU supports the delivery of 
basic education services for school children and 
youth in  nine camps and helps improve the quality 
of education through teacher trainings.

  vocational training and livelihood opportunities 
are offered to the people in the camps to facilitate 
their return process.

Support is delivered by international NGOs with 
partners in Thailand. 

The EU also supports migrants working in Thailand, 
through a number of civil society and human rights 
projects focusing on the rights of migrants including 
decent work, anti-trafficking and improved legal 
frameworks for migrants.

Aid to Uprooted People
The EU has provided Aid to Uprooted People in Thailand 
since the 1990s, addressing the needs of the people 
living inside, or close to the camps along the Myanmar 
border. 



Green Growth
Sustainable Development 
As part of its national long term plan, Thailand embraces  
the concept of sustainable development as a model that meets 
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.

Developing a green growth model that reconciles economic 
development with the protection of our planet is at the heart 
of the EU-Thailand cooperation.

   Sustainable consumption and production (SCp) are crucial elements of green growth. This involves working  
with consumers, producers, and policy makers to increase demand for more efficient products and  
technologies, and to support environmentally sound policies. To encourage such a systemic change,  
the EU is promoting the uptake of SCP in 18 Asian countries including Thailand through dedicated projects 
and policy dialogue.

  The Mekong river is the lifeline of communities and wildlife along the river, including in Thailand. The EU  
supports the mekong river Commission in its important work of securing sustainable development in  
the basin which requires mitigating risks and seizing the opportunities that the Mekong creates, while 
conserving the functions of the river for future generations.

  The EU is implementing the Forest law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FlEGT) action plan, To address 
illegal timber trade, deforestation and promote good forest governance and trade in legal timber within 
the EU. Developing and implementing Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs) between the EU and 
timber-producing countries are central in the EU FLEGT Action Plan and negotiations for a VPA are ongoing 
with Thailand.

  Several EU-funded civil society and thematic projects help enhance natural resource management,  
promote forest governance, develop integrated river basin management processes and strengthen waste 
management through stronger community involvement.
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Join us at
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