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Speech by Ambassador Diana Acconcia at the Reception for Europe 

Day  - 8 May 2019 

 

Honorable Prof. Kwabena Frimpong Boateng, Minister of Environment, Science, 

Technology and Innovation of the Republic of Ghana,  

Honorable Ministers and Deputy Ministers,  

Excellencies, members of the diplomatic corps 

Special guest, Ms Astrid Schomaker, Director for Global Sustainable 

Development in the European Commission, DG Environment 

 

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 
I am very happy to welcome you all to our Europe Day Celebration this year. 

Thank you for honouring our invitation. 

I would like to begin my speech by recalling why we are here. 

Europe Day is held on 9 May every year to celebrate peace and unity in Europe. 

The date marks the anniversary of Robert Schuman's Declaration in 1950, where 

he projected his idea for a new form of political cooperation in Europe, which 

would make war between Europe's nations unthinkable. 

 
His vision was to create an European institution that would pool and manage coal 

and steel production. A treaty creating such a body was signed just under a year 

later. Schuman's proposal is considered to be the beginning of what is now the 

European Union. 

 
Honourable Minister, Ladies and gentlemen, 



 

2 

You would have noticed looking around that there is a Green theme behind 

today's celebration. Today we want to send a strong message on the EU's 

commitment to protect the environment and to fight against climate change.  

 
This is the most important and the toughest challenge facing all of us in this 

historical moment. The time to act is now – later will be too late!  

 

This is why we held yesterday and today a seminar in Accra on circular 

economy. Circular economy is the modern way to define what our ancestors did 

before consumerism took hold: keep resources in use for as long as possible, 

extract the maximum value from them, then recover and regenerate products and 

materials at the end of their life. In fact, a lot of circular economy exists in Ghana 

already. And in the past two days we have exchanged creative ideas on how to 

develop it in Ghana, especially in the field of agriculture, plastic and electronic 

waste management.  

 

Some of this creativity is displayed in the garden today. As an example of how 

beauty can come from waste, we have put together an exhibition of Ghanaian 

artists and artisans that work on recycled art from plastics, paper, electronic 

waste, and other re-used materials into different forms: painting, sculpture, 

design and installations. 

 
Today we would also like to show that protecting the environment is good in 

taste! The food is organic, sustainable and locally sourced. Hope you will 

appreciate it and maybe think of it later when you do your shopping!  

 

 
Distinguished guests, 
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I have been in Ghana since September 2018 and it feels like I have been here for 

so long, because so much has happened in these months. I feel privileged to be in 

a country with an ambitious agenda of social and economic growth.  President 

Akufo Addo has launched the Ghana Beyond Aid programme and the European 

Union is ready to rise to the challenge. 

 
The EU together with its Member States remains Ghana's largest development, 

trade and investment partner and wants to be next to Ghana in this process.   

 

Ghana is indeed a privileged partner for the proposal of an Africa-EU Alliance 

for sustainable investments and jobs, which largely echoes the Ghana Beyond 

Aid Agenda and promotes a paradigm shift from traditional aid to a partnership 

of equals, with private sector engagement at the core of Ghana's development 

path.  

 

 
In this context, I would like to mention three landmarks for our partnership 

during my first months in Ghana: 

• In December 2018 I chaired a successful Political Dialogue with the 

Government of Ghana where we agreed on the steps to take for a reinforced 

partnership. 

• In January 2019 we held a Migration dialogue, to plan together how to react to 

the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities stemming from 

migration. 

 

• In February 2019, I signed a 40 Million Euro budget support agreement with 

the minister of finance. It will set the basis for our economic policy dialogue 
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in the coming months, supporting the reforms that Ghana has committed to 

implement under the G20 Compact for Africa. We hope that this would give a 

boost to Ghana's attractiveness as an investment destination. 

 
The aim is to define what kind of partners Ghana and the European Union will be 

in the coming years. I mentioned before the EU-Africa Alliance paradigm shift. 

We are looking for innovative and more effective ways to be partners using all 

the instruments at our disposal: trade, investment, development aid and public 

diplomacy. The discussion has just begun but let me give a few hints of what 

kind of partners we could be: 

 
Partners for growth: The EU is already a major trade partner for Ghana, thanks 

to the Economic Partnership Agreement, in force since 2016, that provides 

unlimited access to the EU market for Ghanaian exports, and the main source of 

Foreign Direct Investment in the country but we can and will do more. Under the 

Africa-EU Alliance, the EU has launched an ambitious plan to boost private 

investment in Africa – be it big infrastructure projects, or projects from 

individuals with a great idea but struggling to find finance.  

 

There are constraints –such as a high perceived risk - preventing Africa to fulfil 

its potential for growth and job creation and the EU is launching innovative 

financial instruments that will help foreign and African investors to address some 

of these constraints. It is called External Investment Plan and it aims to invest 4.5 

billion Euros from the EU budget to leverage 44bn of private investment in 

Africa.  

 
We are going to present these instruments next month, during the EU-Ghana 

Business Forum that will take place in Accra, Movenpick Hotel on 13 and 14 
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June, which will be closed by the Vice President of the European Commission, 

Commissioner Katainen. I am very excited about this event, which should see the 

participation of 500 business and financial institutions and generate concrete 

investment projects. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, growth cannot happen if it is not supported by the right 

environment. This is why Ghana and the EU need to be Partners for 

governance: 

Let me start by paying homage to Ghana's democracy, freedom of expression and 

religious tolerance. This is one of the reasons why the EU values Ghana so much 

as a partner – and, personally, makes me feel comfortable being here -: because 

we share the same values and speak the same language. This also means we have 

common objectives here. Fight against corruption, accomplishment of the 

decentralization strategy, reinforcement of human rights and rule of law, on 

which we will continue to work together in the coming years.  

 

I cannot move on to the final part of my address without mentioning the need to 

end the political violence in the country – Ghana's democracy, peace and stability 

is a treasure as well as an asset to support economic growth. I have heard the 

commitment at the highest level to stop the violence – I trust that action will 

come, and that all those involved will let reason prevail over the desire to win at 

all costs.  

 
 
Distinguished guests, I want to finish my speech where I started because the fight 

to defend our planet does not finish today or this year but will be the priority for 

the years to come. So bear with me for a few more minutes to hear how I would 

like the EU and Ghana to be Partners for sustainable development:   
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Climate change and development are closely intertwined. Developing countries 

will feel the impact first and worst because of vulnerable geography and lesser 

ability to cope with the damages caused by a changing climate – and here I give a 

thought to all those that have died or been displaced in the floods that stroke 

Southern Africa a few weeks ago. Preventing climate change and adapting to its 

effect is critical for promoting global development.  

This is why the EU is committed to support Ghana in the implementation and 

achievement of its ambitious National Determined Contributions to face the 

challenges of Climate Change.  

 
The EU will also continue to mainstream climate change in its cooperation, 

partnerships and political engagements. We have a commitment to ensure that 

25% of our development assistance has a climate impact. In fact, we are already 

doing more than this in Ghana with the Agriculture Programme in the Northern 

regions of Ghana. This is the EU's largest programme, and has a substantial 

component of adaptation to climate change and support to renewable energy, in a 

region which is particularly threatened.   

 
More initiatives will come in the next months. We have already started 

preparations for the EU Climate Diplomacy Week in October this year. Last year 

we dedicated the Climate week to create awareness on reducing, recycling and 

reusing waste.   

 
This year, the EU Climate Diplomacy week will take place from 1st to 6th 

October, and will be devoted to re-greening Ghana. The main purpose will be to 

contribute to create awareness among children on the need to plant trees for the 

future of the country. I invite all of you to join us. 
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Honourable minister, distinguished guests 

To conclude, I would like to thank:- 

 
The EU delegation staff and the event organisers, who got enthusiastic about the 

green theme of the reception and came up with a lot of great ideas for the set-up. 

A special mention to my colleague Susana Martins and to my husband Dirk who 

have been the heart and soul behind it. 

The artists and the green businesses that have made the garden so beautiful 

today: 

[list] 

They made me feel like in a fairy tale when I came home earlier this afternoon! 

 
Member States colleagues that have been very supportive since my arrival in 

working together to boost the weight of the European Union and all colleagues 

from the Diplomatic Corps that have welcomed me and my family in Accra.  

 

I also want to express my appreciation to the Ghanaian partners with whom we 

have developed excellent cooperation at all levels, with the Government, the 

administration, the private sector and civil society. I am looking forward to 

continuing the many conversations we have started during these months. 

 
Honorable Prof. Frimpong Boateng, Honorable Ministers and Deputy Ministers, 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Please join me now to raise a toast to the 

President of the Republic of Ghana, Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo-Addo, to the 

people of Ghana and to the continued cooperation between the European Union 

and Ghana.  

Thank you. 


