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Cooperation in the Kyrgyz Republic
The European Union and the Kyrgyz Republic have been partners since the country’s independence 
in 1991, increasing their cooperation and areas of interaction year-on-year. The Partnership and Co-
operation Agreement (PCA), in force since 1999, outlines three main pillars of cooperation: political 
dialogue, economic relations and cooperation in a variety of sectors, and is presently being revised. 
Meanwhile, the EU-Central Asia Strategy, which dates back from 2007, is currently being negotiat-
ed, so as to be synchronised with the adoption of the next Multi-annual Financial Framework for  
2021-2027. 
The ongoing Multi-annual Indicative Programme (MIP) with Kyrgyzstan for the period 2014-2020 is 
focused on three sectors:

1. Education
2. Integrated Rural Development 
3. Rule of Law

Meanwhile, the ongoing Regional Multi-annual Indicative Program for Central Asia (RIP) for 
2014-2020, is focused on two sectors: 

1. Sustainable Development (energy, environment, water and socio-economic development) 
2. 

judiciary reforms).
As a result, EU cooperation activity in Kyrgyzstan takes place mainly through a number of regional, 
bilateral and thematic bilateral programmes. Coop¬eration is further enhanced via dialogue plat-
forms and the Investment Facility for Central Asia (IFCA).

Education
Education is one of the three main focal sectors with regards to EU cooperation activity in the 
Kyrgyz Republic. The main objective of the EU is to assist the government, via direct budget 
support operations, in the implementation of necessary structural reforms in the education sector. 
Such reforms can be used to enhance the quality of human capital, alleviate poverty, stimulate 
socio-economic development and improve the quality of life of people in Kyrgyzstan. 

The aim of providing such support to the Kyrgyz Republic is to support regional development 
and poverty reduction. The EU hopes to improve the quality of education in Kyrgyzstan and the 

support, around 70 schools have been provided with modern equipment, while 10 schools now 
have learning equipment for children with disabilities. 

Integrated Rural Development 
EU support to Integrated Rural Development (IRD) in the Kyrgyz Republic focuses on supporting  
regional development  and  social protection sector reform . It is planned that in the future also 
integrated water resource management will be targeted. 

The main objective of the Social Protection Sector Reform Contract (30M), launched in 2015, is 

and ensuring better budgetary allocations, performance assessments, and enhanced monitoring 
through enhanced internal audits, in line with the Government’s medium term reform priorities. 

Meanwhile, the Integrated Rural Development Programme (EUR 10M) aims to stimulate innovative 
local economy and social development initiatives by focusing especially on the Jalal-Abad 
region. The IRDP, that started in December 2018, will be carried out over a four-year period. It is 
implemented by GIZ through a combination of calls for proposals and contract services. The IRDP 
puts emphasis on the development of agricultural value chains (fruits, vegetables and nuts) and 
the tourism sector. Through the IRDP, innovative environmental initiatives for a greener and more 
sustainable agriculture and local economy are encouraged in order to enable people to adapt to 
climate change and respond to market opportunities requiring “green” high quality products. 

Through the Investment Facility for Central Asia (IFCA), the EU has been assisting the Kyrgyz 

water management throughout the country. Grants of around 49 million euros for the water sector 

institutions. Within the scope of the priority to Integrated Rural Development, the EU aims to 

more integrated water resources management. 

Rule of Law
Rule of Law is a key sector of cooperation of the European Union in Kyrgyzstan during the period 
2014-2020. Justice reform is aimed at improving the legal framework, elaborating new codes 
and laws; strengthening independence, transparency and accountability of the judiciary; and 
professionalism of the prosecution. The use of IT solutions to promote e-justice in all 72 courts 

Eventually, the focus of electoral reform is on increasing credibility of electoral processes; 
improving inclusiveness of electoral processes; increasing transparency in the management of 
electoral processes; and adopting a new and comprehensive strategy on democratic and electoral 
reform.


