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Marisa Matias, Chief Observer 

Mandate 

Upon the invitation of the Honduran authorities, the European 

Union (EU) deployed an Election Observation Mission (EOM) 

for the general elections, which will take place on 26 

November. The EU EOM is independent and its observers are 

bound by a code of conduct which adheres to international 

principles in election observation. The Mission’s mandate 

consists of analyzing the electoral process, in light of 

international regulations underpinning democratic elections.  

The observers  

The Mission will count with 90 observers from all EU member 

states, who will be deployed across Honduras’ national 

territory. The EU EOM will be headed by a Chief Observer, Ms. 

Marisa Matias, member of the European parliament, and by a 

Deputy Chief Observer, Mr. José Antonio de Gabriel. A team 

of 8 experts based in Tegucigalpa will analyze the various 

aspects of the electoral process, including the political 

environment, the legal and electoral framework, the campaign 

finance and media. A delegation of the European parliament 

will join the Election Observation Mission a couple of days 

before the elections.  

Main objectives  

 To analyze the electoral process with neutrality and 

impartiality according to national and international 

obligations adopted by Honduras.  

 To promote an environment of transparency and trust in 

the electoral process.  

 To produce a final report with recommendations for the 

improvement of future electoral processes.  

 

Methodology 

The EU EOM observes the different stages of an electoral 

process. During election day, the observers will carefully follow 

all phases of the voting, such as opening of polling stations, 

closing, counting and tabulation of results.  

The EU EOM observation methodology is based on: 

 Exhaustive observations of the process based on 
subscribed national and international electoral obligations;  

 The Mission’s total independence; 

 The principle of non-interference in the electoral process; 

 Impartiality of observers; 

 Respect for the code of conduct for international 

observers and of Honduran legislation. 

 

Areas of observation  
 
The observers will interview, among others, national and 

departmental electoral authorities, candidates and political 

parties, civil society organizations and media.  

 

These interviews enable the analysis of the following:  

 Organization of vote procedures and the role of electoral 

authorities; 

 Political environment and the electoral campaign; 

 Respect for fundamental rights; 

 Balance of coverage and access of candidates to the 

media; 

 Election day, tallying, compilation and publication of 
results; 

 Eventual filing of appeals before the electoral juridical 
bodies.  
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2017. Marisa Matias holds a PhD. in Sociology from the University of Coimbra (Portugal) and has 
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universities in the United States and Brazil.  


