
The European Union has 
deployed an Election 
Observation Mission 

to Zimbabwe for the harmonised 
elections on 30 July.
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The European Union Election Observation Mis-
sion to the Republic of Zimbabwe (EUEOM) is 
led by Chief Observer Elmar Brok, a Member of 
the European Parliament from Germany. 
In total, the mission is expected to comprise 
more than 140 observers from all EU member 
states, as well as Canada, Norway and Switzer-
land.
A ten-person core-team arrived in Harare on         
6 June. The core-team analyses political, elec-
toral and legal issues related to the electoral 
process.

44 long-term observers arrived in Zimbabwe on 
19 June and were deployed to all ten provinces 
a few days later. They observe the electoral pro-
cess in their areas and report back to the core-
team in Harare.
44 short-term observers join the mission shortly 
before the election day. They observe voting, 
counting and the tabulation of results. 
The mission is also joined by a delegation of 
seven Members of the European Parliament, as 
well as diplomatic staff from embassies 
accredited in Harare.

About the EU EOM 

EU Chief Observer
Elmar Brok

The EU EOM uses the following assessment criteria during 
its observation of an electoral process: 
• the degree of impartiality shown by the election  

administration; 
• the degree of freedom of political parties and 

candidates to assemble and express their views; 
• the fairness of access to state resources during the 

election;

• the universal franchise afforded to voters;
• the degree of access for political parties and candi-

dates to the media, in particular the state media; 
• any other issue which concerns the democratic nature 

of the  elections (e.g. campaign environment; rule of 
law; legal framework); 

• the conduct of polling and counting of votes. 

EU EOM Methodology

The EU was invited to deploy an EOM to observe the 
elections by the government of the Republic of Zimba-
bwe. 
The mission’s mandate is to observe all aspects of the 
electoral process and assess the extent to which the 
elections comply with international and regional commit-
ments for elections, as well as with the laws of Zimbabwe. 
The EOM is independent from the EU Delegation to 
Zimbabwe, EU member states, and all EU institu-
tions. 

The EU EOM observes and assesses: 
• the legal framework and its implementation;  
• the work of the election administration; 
• campaign activities;  
• the role of state institutions and civil society;  
• the conduct of the media; 
• voting, counting and tabulation;  
• the environment in which the election is being  

conducted; 
• the complaints and appeals process.

EU EOM Mandate

The EU has an established methodology for observing 
elections. Observers cannot interfere in the electoral 
process and have no authority to change or correct any 
shortcomings. All EU election observers are bound by a 
strict code of conduct that guarantees their neutrality and 
impartiality.
The EU EOM operates in accordance with the ‘Declaration 
of Principles for International Election Observation’ ad-
opted at the United Nations in 2005 by a number of inter-
national bodies involved in election observation. 

The main objectives of EU Election Observation are:
• to support the democratic process in partner 

countries;
• to enhance public confidence in the electoral process;
• to strengthen respect for human rights and the rule 

of law.
The EU EOM will publish a preliminary statement shortly 
after the election day and a final report, including rec-
ommendations, after the end of the entire electoral 
process.

Background to EU Observation

European Union Election Observation Mission Zimbabwe
Holiday Inn, Samora Machel Avenue and Fifth St, Harare
Phone +263 774 615 432 or +263 774 615 432.
Email: info@eueomzimbabwe2018.eu 

For further information, please see: 
Web: www.eueomzimbabwe2018.eu
Facebook: https://facebook.com/eueomzimbabwe/
Twitter:      https://twitter.com/eueomzimbabwe
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