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Agenda item 7: Any other business:  
Agency-Wide Support to Cancer Control  

 
Madam Chair, 

1. I have the honour of speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. The 

following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey§, North Macedonia, Montene-

gro*, Iceland+, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Norway+, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia, Georgia and San Marino. 

2. As noted in our statement at the meeting of the Board in September 2015, in commenting the 

Director General’s Report contained in document GOV/2015/44 on "Programme of Action for 

Cancer Therapy" (PACT), the EU and its Member States attach the utmost importance to the 

Agency’s efforts to promote human health, especially in areas related to the diagnosis, treat-

ment and management of cancer and other Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD). At that time 

we were pleased to note that the Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy had made substan-

tial progress and expressed confidence that its integration into the Department of TC would en-

sure more programmatic efficiencies and effectiveness.  

3. Unfortunately, the 2017 OIOS Internal Audit Activity Report highlighted unsatisfactory govern-

ance, internal controls and risk management within PACT. It provided 13 recommendations to 

urgently redress the situation, all of which were accepted by the management. It is with this 

background in mind that we note the Director General’s current report on Agency-Wide Support 

to Cancer Control GOV/INF/19/2.  

4. The report states that internal coordination will be enhanced through a dedicated coordinator in 

the Director General’s Office, who will take charge of coordinating all cancer related activities in 

a unified approach. A number of PACT’s current functions will be relocated to other Secretariat 

units that would allow PACT's work to be refocused and be closer aligned to Agency wider 

Cancer Control activities, which involve three Agency Departments. 

5. As the Director General notes in his report, human health, mainly cancer, has been the top 

priority for Member States over several TC programme cycles. There are about 125 active 
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cancer related TC projects that are addressing and providing support to Member States. € 172 

Million has been allocated to TC projects in the areas of radiation oncology, nuclear medicine 

and dosimetry. These are impressive numbers. It is therefore crucial that current and future 

funds are better managed through "enhanced coordination" and,  a systematic implementation 

of the ‘one house approach’, which needs to be underpinned by Agency-wide planning and an 

effective and robust governance.  

6. In our reading this should mean that the Agency will provide "integrated" support, helping to 

identify infrastructure and resources gaps in relevant Member States to fight cancer, and pro-

vide an "assistance package" to develop the necessary regulatory, safety, and security infra-

structure, including human capacity. In this regard the findings of ImPACT Reviews should be 

integrated in the cancer control related programmes of the Agency in close consultation with 

the Member States concerned, and that relevant information should be made accessible to all 

relevant Secretariat units of the Agency. In terms of those needs and recommendations per-

taining to ImPACT Reviews that go beyond the Agency's mandate, we expect a similar well-

streamlined process where WHO and other relevant partners  have adequate access to these 

reviews reports, and a clear understanding of respective responsibilities. 

7. We hope that such a "coordinated and integrated" approach will be implemented by the new 

managerial structure proposed in the Director General’s report through clearly defined respon-

sibilities, including on decision making, among the large number of Secretariat offices involved 

in the new Coordination Group. In this context, it would be important to receive further clarifica-

tions on how the new management structure headed by a dedicated Coordinator and the "refo-

cused" functions of the PACT Division will affect the Division itself and the PACT programme at 

large.  

Madam Chair 

8. The EU and its Member States thank the Director General for his continued efforts to strength-

en the Agency’s cancer control programme. We recognise the challenges for the Agency in try-

ing to identify the most appropriate mechanisms for the effective delivery of the programme. 

Also in view of this,  further regular interaction and dialogue with Member States will be neces-

sary to properly assess the expected progress as well as how some of the OIOS recommenda-

tions that were not covered by the DG's report are being addressed. Similarly we would like to 

follow the completion of those which have already been initiated. They include, inter alia, the 

results based management in accordance with the guidelines of the Department of Technical 

Cooperation; a holistic risk management approach in PACT; a more effective implementation of 

the WHO/IAEA Joint Programme on Cancer Control taking into consideration WHO’s new 

strategy to fight non-communicable diseases (NDCs) and the possibility of creating a joint 

IAEA/WHO division in the Secretariat. It is important to restore trust in PACT, not only for 

Member States but also in order to restart attracting possible funding from the private sector.  

9. Finally, let me reiterate that the EU and its Member States continue to be strong allies in mak-

ing the Agency’s cancer related programme effective and efficient. Cancer control is a vital pri-

ority which all Member States of the Agency share. We look forward to a continuing dialogue 

and regular interaction with the Secretariat in this regard, including in the forthcoming Scientific 

Forum on cancer control to be organised during this year’s General Conference. 

Thank you, Madame Chair. 


