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The EU warmly welcomes the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Slovakia, Mr 

Lukáš Parízek. We take this opportunity to wish Slovakia a very successful 

Chairmanship of the Mediterranean Contact Group. You can count on our 

cooperation for this endeavour.  

 

Attention to Mediterranean issues continues to be one of EU priorities in the context 

of the OSCE. As already acknowledged in the Helsinki Final Act, the security of the 

Mediterranean region as a whole is inextricably linked to the security of the OSCE 

region. Nowadays this is truer than ever.  

 

Cooperation with our Mediterranean Partners is full of opportunities. We welcome 

your determination to continue the efforts to enhance dialogue and cooperation. The 

fact that Mediterranean issues stand among the priorities of the Italian Chairmanship-

in-Office will definitely contribute to the work of this Group.  

 

We thank the Slovakian Chairmanship for introducing an interesting and topical 

rolling schedule for 2018.  We are looking forward to working with you throughout the 

year and to contributing to a successful Mediterranean Conference in October.  

 

Mr. Chairman,  

Allow me to thank today’s speakers for their interesting presentations and to thank 

you for introducing the topical issue of energy security. Energy security is an integral 

part of OSCE’s comprehensive approach to security, as it has become intertwined 

with hard, economic and human security.  
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Peace and security are the basis for economic development, and they are strongly 

interlinked with energy security. Without safe and reliable, sustainable and affordable 

energy for our citizens it would be difficult to maintain peace in Europe. At the same 

time, peace and security in our continent is a precondition to ensure our energy 

security. 

 

While there are many specialised international actors in this field, the OSCE has a 

clear added value as a platform for dialogue, cooperation, exchange of information 

and sharing of best practices among energy producing, transit and importing 

countries.  

 

In order to make our own Union fit for the energy related challenges of the future we 

have launched the European Energy Union and the Energy Security Strategy with 

specific targets: 20% renewable energy, 20% greenhouse gas reduction, and 20% 

energy efficiency by 2020. The EU is well on track for reaching these goals and even 

more ambitious targets for 2030 and 2050 have already been set. 

 

In this way we want to 

- secure reliable energy supplies wherever it is needed; 

- ensure that energy providers operate in a competitive environment that 

ensures affordable prices for homes, businesses, and industries; 

- make our energy consumption sustainable, through the lowering of 

greenhouse gas emissions, pollution, and fossil fuel dependence. 

True energy security cannot be achieved without good governance and 

transparency. Predictability and respect for the rule of law are core factors in 

attracting investment in the energy sector. In this respect we underline the 

importance of Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative principles and support its 

further promotion by the OSCE. Environmental concerns related to energy 

production, transportation and use remain critical for sustainable economic growth. In 

this context, let me reiterate the EU’s strong commitment to the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement.  
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It is important to underline that the Energy Union is not only an inward-looking 

project. A key objective is to work with our partners and neighbours as to help them 

strengthen their energy security and to better integrate our energy markets. This 

entails both the integration of physical infrastructures as well as the harmonisation of 

rules and standards. 

 

Strengthening the resilience of non-nuclear critical energy networks, increasing 

energy efficiency and share of renewable energy in national energy structures are an 

effective means to further ensure energy security. 

 

Energy is an important element of dialogue and co-operation with the EU neighbours, 

aiming at enhancing energy and environmental resilience in partner countries. Our 

Southern Neighbourhood is of particular interest in this respect since energy plays a 

key role in the political and security landscape of the MENA region with its vast 

reserves of crude oil and natural gas and its high potential for renewable energy 

sources. In this very diverse region integration of markets and diversification of 

supplies and infrastructure can help prevent disruptions, both for exporting and 

importing countries. 

 

Cooperation is key in this context. In the last communication on the review of the 

European Neighbourhood Policy, the EU has stated its commitment to give energy 

cooperation a greater place in its dialogue with neighbourhood partners, both as a 

security measure and as a means to sustainable economic development. Also the 

policy dialogue through the three Energy Platforms within the Union for the 

Mediterranean is a valuable asset to effectively engage Euro-Mediterranean 

stakeholders in the regional agenda. 

 

In this context, I would like to recall the EU and Algeria Strategic Partnership on 

Energy, with its annual policy dialogue meetings and working groups on gas as well 

as renewable energy and energy security. 

 

With Egypt, energy has been and continues to be one of our priority areas for co-

operation. In addition to technical assistance and investment grants, the EU has 

provided funding for the “Egyptian Integrated Sustainable Energy Strategy to 2035”, 

which outlines Egypt’s vision for the energy sector based on the three pillars of 

security, sustainability and good governance. 
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Between EU and Israel, an ambitious project launch is the East Med gas pipeline. A 

Working Group has been established and the first meeting between the EU, relevant 

Member States and Israel took place in the end of February. 

 

In Jordan, we continue our cooperation through the Renewable Energy and Energy 

Efficiency Programmes (REEE I and II), in order to help steer and facilitate the 

implementation of Jordanian Government’s Renewable Energy Strategy. The EU has 

financed two pilot facilities, one for wind energy production and one concentrated 

solar power facility. Other priority areas, supported through the European 

Neighbourhood Instrument, include economic development and good governance, 

which are essential for enhancing economic, environmental and energy resilience.  

 

In Tunisia, the EU will provide reinforced support in energy transition and in 

combating climate change. A new programme will be launched during 2018 to 

support the Tunisian authorities in achieving the objectives of energy efficiency and 

renewable energy deployment foreseen in the 2016-2020 development plan, and in 

achieving the objectives of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

We hereby thank you and our partners once again, and look forward to continuing 

the work on the security aspects of these important energy-related topics. Thank you 

Mr Chair. 

 

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO*, 

SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential 
Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, as well as UKRAINE and GEORGIA align themselves with 
this statement. 
* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 

mailto:euoffice@osce.org
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/vienna

