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The EU warmly welcomes today’s speakers to the Mediterranean Contact Group 

and thanks them for their insights into education as a means of combating 

radicalisation. We also thank the Slovak chairmanship for introducing this timely 

and important topic to our agenda. 

Education and work on intercultural and inter-faith dialogue are key in our efforts to 

strengthen the resilience of our societies inside and around Europe to counter 

threats related to VERLT. Promoting freedom, democracy, human dignity and 

respect, which are core values for the EU, can prevent people, and especially 

youth, from developing violent and extremist attitudes. The EU promotes these 

values also through its partnerships and through people-to-people contacts, in view 

of increasing stability in its own region and beyond. The European Neighbourhood 

Policy review from 2015 correctly identifies poverty, inequality, weak economic and 

social development, and lack of opportunity for young people as potential roots of 

instability, increasing vulnerability to radicalisation. 

In March 2015, the European Commission and the EU Ministers for Education 

adopted the so-called Paris Declaration, where they committed to promoting social 

inclusion and ensuring that children and young people acquire social, civic and 

intercultural competences and enhance their critical thinking, particularly when 

using the internet or social media. In June 2016, a number of initiatives were set out 

to support these efforts across several policy areas. This includes reducing drop-out 

rates, equal access to quality education for students from marginalised communities 

and fostering active citizenship in and outside schools as important factors in 

enhancing social cohesion. The EU addresses these issues also together with its 
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partners, one recent example being the “4th policy dialogue on higher education 

with Southern Mediterranean countries – Ensuring quality of teacher education”, 

which took place in Brussels on 9-10 July this year. 

Political and economic involvement is critical in this context. The EU wants to make 

sure that young people irrespective of their socio-economic, religious or ethnic 

background are included in social and civic life and can find jobs and their place in 

society. The EU recognises the important role that Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises (SMEs) can play when addressing root causes of instability through 

economic development and in fostering economic growth. SMEs can play an 

essential role in the fight against poverty and as contributors to increasing job 

opportunities. 

During the past years, we have seen an increased interest in this agenda also 

within the OSCE. In the Vienna Ministerial Council Decision on Promoting 

Economic Participation in the OSCE Area (MCD /8/17), participating States 

recognise the role of education in fostering economic participation, notably but not 

exclusively for young people. We believe that this can also contribute to lowering 

the risk of radicalisation.  

The EU recalls the Ministerial Declarations in Brussels and Madrid in 2006 and 

2007 respectively that recognised the contribution youth can make to the fight 

against intolerance, discrimination and extremism, and to foster mutual respect and 

understanding between cultures and religions. The Belgrade Ministerial Council in 

2015 adopted a Declaration on Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism and 

Radicalization that Lead to Terrorism (MCD 4/15), that acknowledges the 

importance of working with youth to tackle this issue. 

In this context, we recall the outcomes of the 2017 OSCE Youth Conference, 

"Working with Youth for Youth: Strengthening security and cooperation online", held 

in Malaga on 25-26 May 2017 and attended by 61 participating States and Partners 

for Co-operation. We believe that the recommendations can provide valuable 

insight into our work in this agenda, especially in Working Group II on "Youth and 

social media: countering radicalization and extremism", which addressed the role of 

young people in awareness raising and prevention campaigns and in spreading 

inclusive messages to counter radicalisation, as well as in Working Group V, 

"Promoting tolerance and countering disinformation online". 
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As outlined in the recommendations and as we have seen today, education, 

including human rights education, is a powerful tool in countering narratives that 

can lead to radicalisation. Improving IT and media literacy as well as critical thinking 

skills are crucial for countering this phenomenon, both online and offline. We 

encourage pS to continue exploring ways in which the Malaga Decalogue 

recommendations could be implemented in the OSCE. 

In conclusion, the EU would like to again thank the Chair and the speakers. We 

reiterate our willingness and readiness to work with our Mediterranean partners, 

including within the OSCE, which we believe can serve as a useful platform for 

dialogue and best practices when addressing root causes of instability through 

education, economic development and social inclusion. 

 
The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* 

and SERBIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential Candidate 
BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, as well as UKRAINE, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves 
with this statement. 
 
* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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