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Mr Chair,  

I am happy to follow on from my EU Presidency colleague and have the honour to speak on behalf 

of the European Union on the control of precursors.  

The European Union welcomes the Board’s new Annual Precursors Report. As in previous years, it 

is very well researched and it gives an authoritative overview of the implementation of Article 12 of 

the 1988 UN Convention at global level. The many pertinent and well-considered recommendations 

make the report very useful for competent authorities in charge of drug precursor control. Some of 

the recommendations are addressed to the European Union and I can promise that we will give them 

our full attention.  

The EU shares the Board's view that the current main challenges of the global precursor control 

system are the diversion from domestic distribution channels and the use of non-scheduled 

precursor chemicals, in particular 'designer' precursors. During the previous discussion of agenda 

point 9(b) concerning the challenges and future work of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs we 

have given our views on how to take these challenges forward.  

In the meantime, the European Union continues to devote considerable resources to the 

implementation of its drug precursor control policy and I would now like to briefly outline the latest 

developments: 

-  In 2018 the European Commission started with an in-depth evaluation of the implementation and 

functioning of the drug precursor policy in the European Union. This focused, among others, on the 

effectiveness and the efficiency of this policy, on its overall relevance and on its coherence with 

other related policies. If this evaluation would show weaknesses in the existing control system, in 

particular as regards the need to address the challenge with non-scheduled substances, then the 

European Commission will reflect on how best to tackle these. This will be done in close 

cooperation with the EU Member States and with the economic operators to ensure their full 

support.  
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- On the operational front, the European Commission together with the EU Member States are 

currently working on customs risk management techniques and on detection capacities. 

As all key chemicals which are used in the illegal synthetic drug manufacture in the EU are illegally 

imported customs authorities in the EU play a major role in drug precursor control. Last year we 

organised two meetings with customs risk management experts from the EU Member States and we 

agreed on a number of concrete actions. We will continue our efforts this year.   

As to detection capacities, the Customs' Laboratories European Network and the European 

Commission's Joint Research Centre support customs with scientific expertise for the identification 

and the handling of drug chemicals during controls. Additionally, we recently launched the 

‘Bordersense’ Project. The aim of this project is to develop a portable, wireless single prototype 

device with the capability to test for different types of drugs, drug precursors and adulterants/cutting 

agents within 45 seconds, with outstanding accuracy and reduced false positives and false 

negatives. About 5.5 million Euros have been earmarked for it.   

In the context of the European multidisciplinary platform against criminal threats closer cooperation 

on drug precursors between the different enforcement authorities, in particular between customs and 

police, is being developed.  Topics we focus upon include, among others, better control on courier 

services, prevent the misuse of gamma-butyrolactone (GBL), and mislabelling/misdescription.  

These are just a few of the most recent measures and activities we are currently implementing in the 

European Union with a view to strengthening our precursor control system.  

Finally, I wish to stress again our continued commitment to work together with the Board - in 

particular in the context of its Precursor Task Force - Governments and other organisations on the 

prevention of drug precursor diversion in the EU and in the rest of the world. In this context, we 

would like to repeat our strong support for the Pre-Export Notification Online System and the 

Precursors Incident Communication System. Both tools are extremely important for monitoring 

trade in scheduled substances and for real-time information exchange between competent 

authorities on precursors incidents. 

 

Thank you for your attention.   

 

 

 

 


