
Your Excellencies,

Dear colleagues,

Dear friends,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Welcome to Europe Day. 

Brigitte and I thank you for honouring us with 

your presence.

I would have loved to show our appreciation for

your presence by sharing a couple of thoughts 

and observations with you which would have 

left you optimistic, upbeat and energized. 

I would have loved to lay out

• how we - all together - are about to bring a 

just and lasting solution to the Israeli - 

Palestinian conflict; 

• how we - all together - have finally 

identified the steps needed on the road to 

peace;



• what we - all together - are contributing to 

make this a success; 

• and that - at the end - all will be fine. 

How much would I have loved to share this with

you!

But alas, we gather tonight at a time of 

uncertainty.  A time of anxiety. 

Uncertainty and anxiety, and the frustration and

anger flowing from it, seem to be the hallmark 

of our times. 

In Europe, you can feel the anxieties of many 

people in view of the unsettling realities of 

globalization, the IT revolution, the digital 

economy, migration and terror. 

Anxieties and uncertainties that breed fear and 

resentment and have a profound impact on 

politics.

We are witnessing the rise of populism and the 

far right, growing nationalism, identity politics, 

growing scepticism directed against the 



European project and other worrysome, too 

simple and too short-sighted recipies for 

complex challenges.

In the wider Middle East region, power politics, 

hegemonial aspirations by some key players, 

the endemic and systematic lack of respect for 

human rights, human dignity and human needs 

is taking its toll. 

Violent conflict, internally and across borders, 

the inability to build inclusive and sustainable 

economic systems which can cater for the 

needs of the people, internal repression - all of 

this has resulted in the erosion and 

disintegration of the social fabric of many 

communities and countries. 

The result is human suffering at an 

unimaginable scale. 

And as if that would not be enough, many fear 

that we are heading towards another large-

scale military conflict in the region.



In Palestine, we thought we had already 

covered more ground and made more progress 

towards building a democratic and viable 

Palestinian State.  

In Gaza, Hamas, Fatah, Israel and the 

international community are entangled in a 

complicated political web with no apparent way 

out. 

There are as many versions of who is to blame 

for this state of affairs than there are actors. 

Let's acknowledge that this is a collective 

failure. 

But this acknowledgement in itself doesn't help

the people of Gaza. 

The people of Gaza suffer. 

They are trapped. 

They are at the receiving end of developments 

in which they have no say. 

But if the acknowledgement of collective failure

could bring about a change of attitude by key 



players, to start putting the consideration for 

the well-being of the people of Gaza first, and 

not last, in their political calculations, then we 

would have taken a step forward in addressing 

the issues at hand.

With regard to the domestic Palestinian 

developments, I'm afraid that we haven't seen 

much progress in the process of building 

democratic, inclusive and accountable State 

institutions recently. 

There are certainly many reasons for that. And 

the Palestinian leadership is definitely not in 

control of all the levers which can bring about 

positive change on this front. 

But the results of the recent PNC meeting, the 

first one in 22 years, nevertheless fell short of 

legitimate expectations of a democratic 

reinvigoration of the political process. 

Much needed reforms in the justice sector and 

in the legislative process are slow. 

Political activists, representatives of civil 

society organizations and journalists describe 



that their space of operation is gradually being 

limited, their freedoms curtailed. 

The continued Israeli occupation of Palestine is

having disastrous effects on the people 

subjected to it. 

Palestinians are denied some of the most basic 

human rights: it starts with the denial of the 

right to be a citizen of a State, entitled to 

protection and to the delivery of basic services 

by State institutions. 

State institutions which are responsible and 

accountable to their citizens. 

Palestinians are denied the right to elect their 

political leaders, to move and to travel freely, to

trade freely with the world, to develop their 

economy, to access their natural resources. 

They are denied the right to decent housing, 

education, health care, and much more. 

No matter how much efforts we jointly put into 

improving the economic situation in Palestine, 

the systematic discrimination of Palestinians 

remains an open wound. 



Dear colleagues, dear friends,

All the factors which determine the political and

economic situation in Palestine are not really 

new. They have been shaping the reality on the 

ground for at least one, if not two decades. 

We have become so used to this situation that 

we sometimes have difficulties acknowledging 

how disfunctional it actually is, if we look at it 

from a purely human perspective. 

So far, the disfunctionalities of the current state

of affairs in Palestine could be explained, put 

into perspective, and justified. 

Suffice to point out that we were in a process of

transition. 

This was not the end state. 

With a little bit of effort and political good will, 

we would get there. 

One day, the Palestinans would have a State on

their own, and all our preoccupations would 

seem petty and simply wither. 

Once a peace agreement would be reached 



between Israelis and Palestinians, Gaza would 

integrate into the State of Palestine without 

further ado, Palestinian political leaders would 

be directly accountable to their people, and the 

systematic denial of basic human rights for 

Palestinians would disappear.

But something has changed in the course of 

the last year. 

We don't talk about a stalled peace process any

longer which can be revived at any opportunity.

On the contrary, we seem unable to detect even

the prospect of a peace process. 

It has become fashionable in political small talk 

in conferences and at dinner tables to declare 

the two state solution dead. 

The political horizon seems closed on 

Palestine. 

With this change of context, we all of a sudden 

see the same situation under a different light. 

How can we explain, let alone justify, the 

situation Palestinians find themselves in?  

How can we justify our continuous support for 



the simple prolongation of the status quo?

Where do we go from here? 

Which vision will be guiding us? 

What gives us hope?

Dear colleagues, dear friends,

Many of us gathered here today, Palestinians, 

Israelis, and representatives of the international

community, have invested tremendous efforts, 

institutionally and personally, to bring about a 

just and lasting resolution of the Israeli - 

Palestinian conflict. 

Many of us share the vision of a viable, 

democratic Palestinian State, based on the 

borders of 1967, living side by side with Israel, 

in peace, security and prosperity, with 

Jerusalem as a shared capital, and a just 

solution of the question of refugees. 



I know, this is not going to sound trendy now, 

but I maintain that this is the right way forward. 

Others might propose a different course of 

action, but from a European perspective, a just 

and equitable two State solution is probably the

only option which deserves our support. 

Europe, I mean institutional Europe, has been 

at the heart of an extraordinary historical 

process which began after the Second World 

War and which transformed the European 

Continent into a haven of peace, prosperity, the

rule of law and social justice.

When we, as Europeans, look at a conflict like 

the Israeli - Palestinian conflict, we do not look 

at it with a distant, neutral eye. We come with a 

baggage. 

And it is admittedly quite a heavy baggage. 

There is, of course, the direct involvement of 

the European powers during Europe's colonial 

past, creating countries by the stroke of a pen, 



according to European priorities, while 

disregarding the aspirations of the colonized 

people altogether. 

There is the Holocaust, weighing heavily on us 

and our collective conscience until today.

And there is our very specific way as 

Europeans, shaped by our experiences after 

two World Wars, to look at the need to reach 

just and equitable solutions to conflicts, to 

prioritize human dignity over political and 

economic considerations, to promote and 

protect human rights, to fight for a rules based 

order, within countries, and internationally. 

The Israeli - Palestinian conflict is, from a 

European perspective, never just about the 

Israelis or the Palestinians. 

It is about the relevance of a rules-based 

international order;

It is about the right way to organize security, 

not giving in to the quick fix by repression only,



but to identify, acknowledge and cater for 

legitimate needs and aspirations of different 

communities and thereby address the potential 

of conflict and violence;

It is about the protection and promotion of 

human rights for all;

It is about the right to self-determination of two 

people;

It is about the deep conviction that human 

dignity must be respected in all circumstances.

This is why we fight for a two State solution.

Intellectually, there might be alternatives to a 

two State solution. A binational State of equal 

rights for example.Politically, this does not 

seem to be a valid alternative.

This is why we will continue to fight for the 

realization of a two State solution.

And we will continue to reach out to and join 

forces with all those who share this vision.

Thank you very much! 


