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NEWSLETTER
Technical Assistance in the Implementation of the Support 
to Rural and Regional Development (SRRD) Programme in 
the Republic of Azerbaijan

Within the framework of the Support to Rural 
and Regional Development Programme 
(SRRD) supported by the EU Delegation and 
implemented in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
the Capacity Building for Regional Economic 
Development was completed. At the last 
training event, the Team Leader of the Technical 
Assistance Project for SRRD, Ane Sindik (IDI) 
handed over Certificates to 13 representatives of 
the Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Regional Executive Committees.

These certify that the participants of the 
theoretical and practical “On-the-job” training, 
which lasted for total 240 hours over the last 
year, have gained thorough expertise in EU Best 
Practice methods and tools in 

 Regional and Rural Economic Development 
planning process. Through the inclusion of 
working groups at the regional level and at 
the level of the Economic Regions, these 
EU approaches support the diversification 
of the economy through the formulation of 
development strategies and investment projects 
in the agri-food sector at regional level in an 
effective way.

During the courses, the participants acquired 
skills on EU Regional Economic Development 
approaches, including Regional Development 
Agencies, Clusters, Incubators, Local 
Development Agencies, LEADER approach, 
Partnership Processes, Producer Organizations 
and Cooperatives, Public Private Partnerships 
and Monitoring and Evaluation methods.

84, U. Hajibayli street, Government House Room 601, 6th floor - Baku, Azerbaijan, AZ1000, T.+994 12 493 51 37 This project is 
funded by the EU and implemented by IDI Consortium
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The EU funded project started in 2017, after 
the signing of the project document between  
the State Agency for Public Service and Social 
Innovations under the President of the

Republic of Azerbaijan and the United Nations 
Development Program on “Support to the 
development of small family businesses in the 
Sheki-Zaqatala Economic Zone through “ABAD” 
regional center in Balakan”. For the period from 
December 2017 through June 2018, in line with 
organizational issues, the project completed the 
selection of target families thereafter finalising

the needs assessment, conducted in the Sheki-
Zaqatala economic zone.

During the selection process, 44 pilot families 
were selected among 300 participating families. 
57% of the family members were women and  
43% were men. There were 10 IDP families 
among the selected ones. Thus, the project 
will contribute to the development of family 
businesses in Sheki-Zaqatala Economic Zone, 
along with supporting regional entrepreneurship 
and development of job creation.

Support to the development of small family businesses 
in the Sheki-Zaqatala Economic Zone through “ABAD” 
regional center in Balakan.
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Within the framework of the “Community Based 
Agritourism as a Rural Regeneration Strategy” 
project, public awareness sessions were held 
in Guba, Gusar, Khachmaz, Shabran, Siyazan, 
Lankaran, Jalilabad and Salyan regions from 
February 27 through March 15, 2018. Overall 255 
people attended the information sessions, and 
the participants included entrepreneurs engaged 
in agriculture, travel companies, transportation 
companies, hospitality and catering services. 
During these sessions, the participants were 
informed about the history of agritourism, 
agritourism products, exemplary agritourism 
patterns, development tendency of agritourism 
in the world, and agritourism potential in the 
regions and exchanged ideas.

In April of 2018 visits were organized to Guba, 
Gusar, Khachmaz, Shabran, Siyazan, Lankaran, 
Jalilabad and Salyan regions. The purpose 
of the visits was to get acquainted with the 
agricultural areas and agritourism opportunities 
of the 122 project attendants, who have been 
selected among 354 survey participants. 
During the acquaintance those 122 persons 
were interviewed and they were provided with 
recommendations about agritourism. 

Community Based Agritourism as a Rural Regeneration 
Strategy

N E W S L E T T E R
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Ganja: An Emerald Corner

A promotional article 
about the Ganja-Gazakh 
economic region has 
been published in the July 
edition of the Skylife inflight 
tourism magazine of Turkish 
Airlines (THY), which has 70 
million

readers. The article was 
prepared through the joint 
initiative of THY Ganja 
Regional Office and 
“Support

to local and regional 
development of the Ganja- 
Gazakh economic region” 
project implemented by 
the Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).

The main purpose of the article is to promote the tourism potential of the Ganja-Gazakh region and 
to ensure its advocacy in new tourist markets. The article mentions the sightseeing attractions of 
Ganja- Gazakh economic region, rich historical monuments, region’s ecotourism and rural tourism 
potentials, as well as its modern architecture.

Famous cream, curative honey and delicious lavash of Ganja were covered in the article. The article 
also informed about the rapid development in Ganja, which has a rich history.
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Planning as a Core Element of Regional Development

Support to Local and Regional Development 
in Ganja-Gazakh Economic Region (SLRD) 
project funded by European Union Delegation to 
Azerbaijan and Deutsche Gesellschaft für

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) envisages 
local level planning as important element 
of regional development. The project will 
support development of links between tourism 
and agriculture in Ganja –Gazakh economic 
region, which are considered to be the main 
potential and economically justified leverage 
for development of Ganja-Gazakh region. 
Therefore, the project assists the development 
of Local Development Plans in 18 municipalities 
in 3 pilot regions, including Gadabay, Tovuz and 
Dashkasan.

To boost agro-tourism potential of their 
communities, the targeted municipalities are 
involved as working group members of

respective target regions to implement tourism 
and agriculture driven projects defined in their 
local development plans.

Local Development Plans were elaborated on 
participatory basis and contain statistical

data as well as various analytical tools (SWOT, 
stakeholder and problem analysis). This local 
planning methodology will be integrated to  the 
diagnostics of Ganja-Gazakh economic region 
and will enrich Regional Development Plans, the 
final product of diagnostics.
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The initiatives in the field of agriculture at the level of 
communities are supported

The European Union implements a project 
entitled “Support to Community Based 
Initiatives for Market Driven Income and 
Employment Generation in the Rural Areas 
in Azerbaijan”. A number of community-level 
initiatives are being carried out by “Ruzgar” 
Ecological Society in Telishli municipality of 
Imishli region, which suffered serious damage 
as a result of floods in Kura in 2010. The 
Ecomigrant settlement, consisting of 104 
modern houses, has been built for the members 
of the community who suffered severe damages 
as a result of the floods.

Despite all this, there was a need for irrigation 
water for vegetable farming and creation of 
greenery in private houses. At the expense of 
the Project, a 3 km irrigation channel was built 
in the settlement and the irrigation needs of 
settlement residents, 36 family-owned lands and 
municipality pastures were met.
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Ganja city 05 July, 2018Press Release

Socio-Economic Empowerment and Development of Small- 
scale vulnerable rural families in Dashkasan, Goranboy and 
Samukh rayons of Azerbaijan (SEEDS) project

On 5 July, 2018, the opening ceremony of

the SEEDS Project funded by European 
Union (EU), and jointly implemented by SOS 
Children’s Villages-Azerbaijan Association, 
Ganja Agribusiness Association and Support 
for Development of Rural Green Tourism Public 
Unions was held in Ramada Plaza, Ganja city.

The main objective of the SEEDS project targets 
to contribute to the fostering of economic 
regeneration and job creation in Dashkasan, 
Goranboy and Samukh regions of Azerbaijan. 
With this view, it envisaged to  support the 
initiatives aimed at increasing 

OPENING CEREMONY

market-oriented income and employment of 
400 low-income rural families (2000 persons), or 
parents of 400 vulnerable families.

The event was attended by Head of the EU 
Delegation to Azerbaijan, representatives of 
partner bodies, including various ministries and 
executive authorities of target regions, as well as 
the representatives of local authorities of target 
villages and target groups. 

The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of SOS Children’s Villages- 
Azerbaijan and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

SOS Children’s Village-Azerbaijan Association
AZ 2020, Ganja, Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan Bayragi str, 189 
Tel: +99422 253 17 22

THE PROJECT IS IMPLEMENTED BY SOS CV-AZERBAIJAN ASSOCIATION, GANJA ASSOCIATION AND SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL GREEN 
TOURISM PUBLIC UNIONS 

N E W S L E T T E R
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Europe days in Nakhchivan

Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic 
was quite an interesting and 
important place for holding Europe 
Days and EuroVillage due to its 
high potential for partnership with 
EU and MS.

Within the framework of EU Days in Nakhchivan, 
Head of EU Delegation and Ambassadors of the 
20 EU Member States visited the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic for the first time.

In the course of the event, meetings took place 
with the Autonomous Republic leadership, the 
business community, pupils and university 
students. Presentations on the EU and the 
Member States were delivered in 8 secondary 
schools and two universities.

The EU Days in Nakhchivan were concluded 
with the EuroVillage event, which was attended 
by approximately 45 000 people. 8 projects 
funded by EU within the framework of Support 
to Rural and Regional Development (SRRD) 
programme partook at the event with the stand 
“EU projects”.
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Trip to Telishli

The first field trip within the 
framework of Technical Assistance 
Project for the implementation of 
the Support to Rural and Regional 
Development programme of EU, 
kicked off on September 22nd, 
2019 with the project carried out 
by Ruzgar Ecological Public Union 
in Telishli village of Imishli region.
  

The visit was attended by EU delegation in 
Azerbaijan, representatives of supported 
projects within the framework of Support to 
Rural and Regional Development programme,  
and journalists of a number of mass media 
outlets.

First the presentations of projects supported 
by the European Union within the framework  of 
Support to Rural and Regional Development 
programme were delivered, and then the 

participants got acquainted with the joint 
activities of Ruzgar Ecological Public Union and 
Telishli community.

The project will be implemented in 5 
directions:
1) To increase productivity of meadows of 

the Public Union and improve the irrigation 
system;

2) To establish a carpets-weaving workshop of 
Terekeme carpets;

3) To construct a market for the sale of 
agricultural products;

4) To create a farm of Aleppo goats;

5) To develop the production of fishing and 
create artificial lakes.

A part of the works under the project are almost 
completed. For example, a channel passing 
through the village and covering the sown areas 
has been built, the works aimed at construction 
of a goat stall for famous Aleppo goats is to be 
commissioned soon. After the conditions for 
keeping goats are provided for, the goats will be 
procured and delivered to the community.

The participants of the visit also got acquainted 
with the territory of the fishing lake. 1250 
persons from 276 families live in Telishli 
community. In general, if these projects would 
be successful, more than 50 persons will be 
provided with new jobs at the initial stage.
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EU, UNDP and Government strengthen their collaboration 
on poverty alleviation and sustainable rural development in 
Azerbaijan

will provide additional help to the families, 
which meet the project eligibility criteria, with 
business development and planning, branding 
and design, financial accounting and legal 
assistance services.

Since the launch of this collaboration, the 
project has identified 44 target families, which 
have

the potential to grow into successful business 
models. While initially aiming to establish only 30 
smallholder family businesses in the course of 
three years of the project lifespan, this number 
has quickly grown to 44 within just the first year 
of the implementation phase. In line with the 
pledge to ‘leave no one behind’, the EU, UNDP 
and the Government of Azerbaijan strive to 
ensure that the most vulnerable segments of 
society can also benefit from this initiative. As 
such, 23 out of 44 select families in the Shaki-
Zaqatala region are women-led businesses, and 
12 of those families are chosen from the IDP 
community who lost their homes to war more 
than 25 years ago. Up to the present, selected 

1 December, 2018 – UNDP and 
the Government are helping local 
communities establish smallholder 
family businesses, with substantial 
financial support from the 
European Union (EU) in the north- 
west regions of Azerbaijan.
The aim of the joint project, signed a year ago 
is to promote local business facilities, inclusive 
employment and technological innovation 
in Shaki-Zaqatala Economic Zone, covering 
Balakan, Gakh, Gabala, Oghuz, Shaki and 
Zaqatala regions.

The project was carried out in close 
collaboration with the ABAD Public Legal 
Entity of the State Agency for Public Service 
and Social Innovations enhances local 
capacity-building in rural communities of 
Azerbaijan. It also offers operational support 
to the ABAD regional centre in Balakan, which 
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recent years, In recent years, Balakan has 
been growing in popularity as the paradise 
of persimmon–nutrient fruit rich in vitamins 
and one of the country’s top export products 
nationwide for more than a century. Taking 
into account the growing market demand for 
locally produced fruits, many family businesses 
will specialize in fruit manufacturing and the 
production of dried persimmons. Others 
chose to pursue their business in chicken and 
pheasant breeding and mushroom cultivation in 
greenhouses.

The development work in the Shaki-Zaqatala 
economic region of Azerbaijan is part of a 
three-year grant project, which aims to boost 
entrepreneurship and job creation in this region. 
With an emphasis placed on productive and 
meaningful employment for both women and 
men, as well as vulnerable social groups, these 
collective efforts largely contribute to

the Sustainable Development Goals and, in 
particular to Global Goal 8, which promotes 
decent work and economic growth for all.

The project is funded by the European Union, 
ABAD and the United Nations Development 
Programme, amounting to USD 1,074,000. The 
share of EU constitutes USD 967,000, which 
is combined with USD 57,000 support from 
UNDP and an additional USD 50,000 from the 
Government of Azerbaijan.

smallholder families have received extensive 
capacity building and training

in financial management, business development, 
international trading and commerce, gender 
equality in small and medium-sized enterprises, 
corporate social responsibility, logistics and 
packaging, among many more.

As of now, 22 families have already received 
essential procurement and equipment support 
and declared their readiness to move forward 
with production and manufacturing plans 
in their respective areas of business. The 
family businesses specialize in a broad array 
of industries. They range from the traditional 
art of authentic carpet-weaving, nurtured by 
Karabakh artisans in Balakan’s IDP community, 
to sustainable production of hormone-free 
ice-cream made of organic whole milk. In 


