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EU + Joint Programming on Nutrition

This Newsletter aims to inform about the status and achievements of the EU+ 
Joint Programming on Nutrition as well as to provide information on upcoming 
events, national and global developments in nutrition.

In 2014, the EU Delegation, in collaboration with 14 Members 
States represented in Ethiopia, plus Norway agreed on the idea of 
developing a Joint Strategy on Nutrition, to ensure achievements 
of stunting   1 reduction commitments. The objective is to develop 
a coherent and cohesive response to address the problem of 
malnutrition and mainstream nutrition in relevant policies and 
programmes.

The process started in 2015, with the establishment of a Nutrition 
Core Team consisting of eight members (EU, ECHO, Germany, 
Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Spain and United Kingdom), whose first 
activity was to commission a situation analysis of nutrition in the 
country. This study is an important element on identifying and 
agreeing on joint priorities to be included in a Joint Strategy on 
Nutrition, which will be finalised beginning of 2016. The next step 
will be the development of a Joint Action Framework, which will 
consists of the development of an action plan incorporating joint 
initiatives as well as bilateral interventions.

1  Stunting or low height for age, is caused by long-term insufficient nutrient intake and 
frequent infections. Stunting generally occurs before age two, and effects are largely 
irreversible.
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3. SECTORAL ENGAGEMENT AND 
    IMPLEMENTATION

4. EU SUPPORT TO MEMBER STATE

A mapping exercise was conducted, using information 
from eight Member States, the EU Delegation and 
ECHO, the Humanitarian Aid Department for the 
European Commission. 

This exercise provides some insight into the activities 
of the EU+ group, and highlights potential gaps 
and opportunities. The chart on the right shows 
the sectors in which most EU+ programmes are 
implemented. This indicates that the biggest focus 
is on the health and agriculture sectors, followed by 
education and water. More detailed information on 
nutrition interventions will be analysed and provided 
in the next newsletter.

The EU Nutrition Advisory Service (EC-NAS) has been providing technical support to Member States and 
their implementing partners through trainings on mainstreaming of nutrition as well as individual support 
to specific programmes such as:

With the technical support of the EU, the Finnish 
project “Agrobig” has included dietary diversity 
indicators in their project evaluation to better 
understand the linkages between agricultural 
production and consumption.

The Dutch project, EDGET (Enhancing Dairy 
Sector Growth in Ethiopia) implemented through 
SNV (Netherlands Development Organization) 
strengthened their nutrition component to 
increase milk consumption and overall dietary 
diversity in children.
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Sectors in which EU member states are active

Number of member states
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5.INITIATIVES BY MEMBER STATES: 

Training on nutrition-sensitive agriculture
EC-NAS provided trainings on nutrition sensitive agriculture to 
member states and their implementing partners in May and 
October  2015, presenting main concepts as well as discussing 
ways to make the existing programmes more nutrition-sensitive.

Since the topic of nutrition sensitive agriculture (NSA) 
is not very well translated into training materials for 
agriculture development agents, but much needed 
for capacity development in the agriculture sector. 
Therefore the German Cooperation GIZ took up the 
initiative and assessed the opportunities and gaps in 
this area. The EU and GIZ then called for a meeting 
in November 2015 to share the findings and discuss 
the topic of national NSA material with other relevant 
nutrition stakeholders. It was agreed to take the results 
of the meeting to the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (MoANR), which took up this initiative 
immediately and established a working group on the 

Following the findings of the Situation Analysis on 
Nutrition, the Italian Development Cooperation Agency 
suggested setting up an informal working group on 
nutrition in pastoralist areas in December 2015, which 
together with the support of EU, started its work in 
January 2016. “

6. JOINT EFFORTS OF EU+

7. NUTRITION DEVELOPMENTS 
    IN ETHIOPIA:

Following multiple consultations, EU+ were successful in 
advocating for the inclusion of dietary diversity indicators 
into the National Agriculture Growth Programme II (AGP) and 
strengthening the nutrition-sensitive interventions of this 
programme.

harmonization of nutrition sensitive training 
materials at national level. Articulated need for 
common NSA material were then taken to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural development 
(MoARD) by GIZ. The NSA unit within the MoARD 
took up this issue immediately and established 
a working group on “Harmonization of nutrition 
sensitive training materials” at national level..

In July 2015, the government of Ethiopia launched the 
Sekota Declaration, a commitment to end child under-
nutrition in Ethiopia by 2030

The National Nutrition Programme 2016-2020 of 
the Government of Ethiopia has been presented at 
a Consultation in December 2015 and will shortly be 
finalised.

Harmonisation of Training Materials on Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture

Nutrition in Pastoralist Areas
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 - The EU and DFID have proposed developing information 
platforms in different countries, so called National Information 
Platform on Nutrition (NIPN) bringing together data from different 
sectors to better understand the causes of child malnutrition. 
Ethiopia is one of the first countries where such a platform will be 
set up. A mission took place in December 2015 in Addis Ababa, to 
meet with different stakeholders (Ministries, donors, civil society).
To find out more about this nutrition platform, visit: 
http://www.agropolis.org/project-management/NIPN-project.php

 - A new initiative from IFPRI, Compact2025 was presented in Oc-
tober 2015, which aims to address knowledge gaps by acting as 
a knowledge and innovation hub that will help guide countries in 
developing and implementing multi-sectoral strategic actions for 
food security and nutrition. For more information, visit: 
https://www.ifpri.org/program/compact2025

IFPRI has recently published very interesting studies on food and 
nutrition in Ethiopia:

Diet transformation in Ethiopia:
http://essp.ifpri.info/2015/12/07/synopsis-diet-transforma-
tion-in-ethiopia/

Child health risks of poultry keeping:
http://essp.ifpri.info/2015/11/16/exploring-child-health-risks-of-
poultry-keeping-in-ethiopia-insights-from-the-2015-feed-the-fu-
ture-survey 

Children’s diets, nutrition knowledge, and access to market:
http://essp.ifpri.info/2016/02/17/childrens-diets-nutrition-knowl-
edge-and-access-to-markets/ 

Does market access mitigate the impact of seasonality on child 
growth?:
http://essp.ifpri.info/2016/03/03/does-market-access-miti-
gate-the-impact-of-seasonality-on-child-growth-panel-data-evi-
dence-from-northern-ethiopia/

Launch of the EU/UNICEF Situation Analysis on Nutrition, 10 
March, Addis Ababa, Hilton

AgriProFocus and EU are jointly inviting for a Workshop on nutri-
tion sensitive agriculture on March 8, providing a platform infor-
mation exchange on different aspects of nutrition sensitive agri-
culture. AgriProFocus has launched a website for this purpose:
http://agriprofocus.com/innovation-community-nutrition

Promoting Nutrition Through the 
Ethiopian Church

The USAID project ENGINE has been 
working with the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Tewahedo Church, developing a sermon 
guide encouraging better nutrition for 
mothers and children. 
More information can be found here:

https://www.usaid.gov/ethiopia/news-in-
formation/press-releases/patriarch-ethi-
opian-orthodox-tewahedo-church-en-
dorses 

New Indicator for Women’s Diet

Since accurate information on wom-
en’s diets and micro-nutrient intake is 
lacking, Food and Nutrition Technical 
Assistance (FANTA) and FAO hosted a 
meeting to reach consensus on a global 
dietary diversity indicator for assessing 
the quality of women’s diets. More infor-
mation can be found here:

http://www.fantaproject.org/monitor-
ing-and-evaluation/minimum-dietary-di-
versity-women-indicator-mddw
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