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EU-Azerbaijan

25 YEARS OF STRONG 
PARTNERSHIP



2 3

28 MEMBER STATES

EUROPE DAY 9 MAY (SCHUMAN DECLARATION)

POPULATION > 500 MILLION

GDP/PER CAPITA EUR 25 100

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 24

CANDIDATE COUNTRIES:
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM), Iceland, Montenegro, Serbia, Turkey, .

EU AND AZERBAIJAN RELATIONS 
STARTED IN THE EARLY 1990s.

MEMBER STATES:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany,  Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United 
Kingdom.

European Union at a glance EU and Azerbaijan – political relations

Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement 
(PCA) – legal basis for 
bilateral relations

Opening of the EU 
Delegation to Azerbaijan 
in Baku

European Neighbourhood 
Policy (ENP) – framework 
for reinforcing bilateral 
relations and EU support

Eastern Partnership – 
instrument to further 
increase political 
cooperation and economic 
integration

ENP Action Plan: a 
comprehensive reform 
agenda

Visa Facilitation and 
Readmission Agreement
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4 5EU and Azerbaijan – economic relations EU assistance at a glance

The EU continues to 
be both Azerbaijan’s 
biggest export and 
import market. In 2014, 
the largest exporters to 
Azerbaijan are Germany (€ 
775 million; 22,3% of EU 
exports), United Kingdom 
(€ 701 million; 20,1%), Italy 
(€ 595 million; 17,1%), the 
Netherlands (€ 292 million; 
8,4%), France (€ 208 
million; 6 % ) and Austria 
(120 million; 3,4%). 

To further reinforce EU-
Azerbaijan economic 
relations, the viability 
of establishing an EU 
Business Forum in 
Azerbaijan is explored  
which can work as a prime 
vehicle for discussing 
systemic bottlenecks 
in the business climate 
with the authorities, 
researching the business 
climate in Azerbaijan, 
proposing concrete 
recommendations on 
how to improve certain 
business challenges, 
based on best EU 
practices. 

Germany France

United Kingdom Austria

Italy Others

Netherlands

The EU has provided 
over 500 million AZN 
in grant funding since 
the independence of 
Azerbaijan in the early 
1990s. It provided 
humanitarian assistance 
and reconstructed schools 
and hospitals during 
Azerbaijan’s difficult early 
days.

The assistance was 
provided through budget 
support, technical 
assistance, Twinning 
projects and grants. 
The priority areas for EU 
assistance in 2014-2017 
are regional and rural 
development, education 
and justice.

THE EU IS A KEY ECONOMIC 
PARTNER FOR AZERBAIJAN, 
REPRESENTING 44% OF ITS TRADE. 

WITH €179 
MILLION OF 
COMMITTED 
FUNDS IN THE 
PERIOD 2007-
2015, THE EU IS 
THE LARGEST 
FOREIGN 
GRANT DONOR 
IN AZERBAIJAN 
TO BOTH THE 
GOVERNMENT 
AND CIVIL 
SOCIETY. 
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Regional and Rural Development

OVER THE LAST 
TWO DECADES, 
THE EU HAS 
CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED 
RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
IN AZERBAIJAN.

RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
IS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT FOR 
AZERBAIJAN, 
WHERE ALMOST 
HALF OF THE 
POPULATION 
LIVE IN RURAL 
AREAS AND 
DEPENDS ON 
AGRICULTURE 
FOR ITS INCOME. 

During this time the EU 
has been working closely 
with the Government 
of Azerbaijan and rural 
communities to:

• Improve the 
competiveness of the 
agricultural sector;

• Encourage the 
diversification of 
national and rural 
economy;

• Support sustainable 
land management and 
environment;

• Improve the quality of life 
in rural areas.

Rural Development 
and strengthening the 
agricultural sector are 
key priorities of many 
countries addressing 
crucial issues such 
as food security, food 
safety, rural livelihood, 
employment and income 
in rural areas; as well 
as improved social and 
physical infrastructure 
and environmental 
sustainability, also for the 
most vulnerable groups. 
Rural development is 
particularly important for 
Azerbaijan, where almost 
half of the population 

live in rural areas and 
depends on agriculture 
for its income. At the 
same time productivity 
is low and the share of 
agriculture in GDP is only 
5.4%. As one of its priority 
areas, the EU provides a 
wide range of assistance 
in this important sector, 
from policy advice and 
technical assistance, to 
the support of community 
and pilot initiatives in 
selected rural areas.
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Success story – Ismayilly vocational education centre

ONE OF 

AZERBAIJAN’S 

MAIN 

CHALLENGES 

TODAY IS TO 

DEVELOP 

ITS HUMAN 

CAPITAL IN 

ORDER TO 

TRANSFORM 

AND 

DIVERSIFY ITS 

ECONOMY.

To support Azerbaijan 

in this transition the 

European Union has 

allocated €19 million to 

contribute to economic 

diversification through 

improvement of the 

education system. The 

EU’s Education Sector 

Support Programme will 

substantially support 

the country’s objective 

of improving learning 

opportunities and 

qualifications relevant 

for economic and social 

development.

Ismayilli was selected 
as a pilot region to 
implement a modern 
vocational education and 
training system in the 
tourism sector. The EU 
allocated over 2.5M EUR 
for technical assistance 
to assist the Ministry in 
capacity building of its 
staff, develop a modern 
VET strategy through 
consultations with all key 
stakeholders, including 
local industry, curricula 
and training. The EU 
project supplied the 
school with all relevant 
kitchen and hotel 
equipment to provide 
European level vocational 
training in tourism. A 

comprehensive Labour 
Market Survey was held 
in the region, a modern 
curriculum for tourism 
was developed, including 
courses in cooking, 
waiting, bartending; 
tourism agents, local 
guides and hotel 
receptionists and young 
motivated teachers were 
trained. The VET school 
regularly consults with 
local entrepreneurs for 
gap analysis in human 
resources and develops 
its admission plan 
accordingly leading to 
students who easily find 
their way in the labour 
market.

THE ISMAYILLI VOCATIONAL EDUCATION CENTRE IS 
THE PHYSICAL INCARNATION OF A COOPERATION 
ENDEAVOUR INITIATED BY THE EU AND AZERBAIJAN 
OVER 7 YEARS AGO TO DEVELOP VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION TRAINING (VET) IN AZERBAIJAN.
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Twinning Success story - Twinning project in tourism industry

Azerbaijan has benefited from Twinning projects since 
2008 and benefitted from 34 Twinning interventions; one of 
the highest rates in the region.

Twinning is:

• A capacity building through the transfer of know-how 
directly from EU Member State institutions to Azerbaijani 
Institutions;

• The secondment of EU Member State civil servants to a 
corresponding Government administration for up to 27 
months.

In early 2013, a team of 
over 15 experts from 
Austria and Lithuania 
came to Azerbaijan to 
share their knowledge 
in tourism development. 
The team was led by 
Florian Sengstschmid, 
project leader, and 
Daiva Kirkilaite-Chetcuti, 
Resident Twining Advisor. 
For several months, they 
worked hand-in-hand 
with Azerbaijani partners 
in the Department of 
Tourism of the Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism: 
shared best practices 
and helped improve the 
public management of the 
tourism sector.

Tourism is a new industry 
in Azerbaijan, but it 
is growing fast and is 
considered an important 
sector in the development 
of non-oil economy of the 
country.

“The twinning project 
started 16 months ago 
and today, I believe, the 

achievements are visible: 
the strategic documents 
were approved and 
organisational changes 
initiated, including 
opening of the tourism 
representation offices in 
Germany and Russia”, 
says Daiva. 

Thanks to the project 
support, the Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism 
developed and adopted 
the Tourism Marketing 
Strategy (2014-2016): a 
mid-term policy document 
with key and measurable 
goals for the development 
of the tourism sector. 

EU legal experts gave 
recommendations on 
how to review current 
tourism legislation to 
make it more in line with 
EU standards and norms. 
They helped set minimum 
standards for hotels and 
accommodation. “This 
could facilitate the work 
of tourist associations.” 
explains Daiva. “For 

example, we prepared 
the Charters for tourist 
associations, the contracts 
between the clients and 
tour agencies as well 
as between the tour 
operators and hotels.”. 

Daiva and Florian 
conducted trainings for 
national and regional (in 
Ismailli and Lenkoran) 
authorities on tourism 
destination management 
and marketing.

Lithuanian experts 
developed a model of 
recreation area in Naftalan 
zone of Azerbaijan. 
Austrian experts proposed 
a model of tourism and 
recreation area in the 
ecologically sensitive 
regions, such as “Shirvan” 
national park and the mud 
volcanoes located nearby.
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JUSTICE 

SECTOR 

REFORM HAS 

HISTORICALLY 

BEEN, AND 

REMAINS, A 

TOP PRIORITY 

FOR THE EU IN 

AZERBAIJAN.

The EU will notably 

support access to 

justice through the 

provision of legal aid 

and the development 

of alternative disputes 

resolution mechanisms. 

TWINNING ASSISTS BENEFICIARY 
COUNTRIES APPROXIMATE AND 
ADOPT EU BEST PRACTICES AND 
STANDARDS. 

• Project: Strengthening 
the capacity of the 
Department of Tourism 
in the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan

• Key elements: advice 
on tourism legislation, 
market supervision, 
strategic planning, 
capacity building 
activities, sharing best 
practices on tourism 
management 

• Budget: €900,000 (EU 
funding)

• Duration: February 2013– 
June 2014

• EU partners: Austria 
(the Austrian Federal 
Procurement 
Agency and Austrian 
Environment Agency) 
and Lithuania (the 
Department to Tourism 
under the Ministry of 
Economy). www.facebook.com/tourism.twinning

FACTBOX



Succes story12

EPIC OF A 
BRICK MAKER 
LADY
We believe this lady is the 
one, who earns an honest 
living as “the old brick 
maker”, the hero of Great 
Nizami.

Riyane Gafarova, the 
ninth child in her family, 
was born in Piral village 
of Gusar region. The 
greatest dream of the girl, 
who had grown up in very 
difficult conditions, was to 
get higher education and 
set up her own business. 
However, due to financial 
difficulties, she could not 
complete her education 
and started to earn her 
living, no doubt supporting 
her parents. 

One day, a close 
neighbour told Riyane 
about people, who came 
to the village to announce 
apprentice courses. 
Riyane was happy to 
apply for a hairdressing 
course organized with 
EU financial support. 
Riyane Gafarova, who 
has two small children, 
participated in the courses 
and trainings conducted 
at the regional centre of 
Gusar during 4 months, 3 
times a week coming by 
bus eachway 20 km.

Riyane says: “When I 
was watching fashion 
shows on television, I 

dreamed about styling 
ladies with new haircuts 
and make-up. Today I 
have a profession. Now 
my biggest goal in life is to 
open a beauty salon”.

At the beginning of the 
course, Riyane and 
other participants knew 
that young people, who 
successfully complete 
the course, would be 
supported to set up their 
own small businesses. 
And it happened. Riyane, 
a successful course 
completer became one 
of participants, whose 
Business Plan was 
supported within the 
project.  

Being steady in her 
purpose, Riyane decided 
to build a salon with mud 
bricks, since she did not 
have financial means.
And the necessary beauty 
salon equipment was 
provided through the 
project.

SHE WAS 
MAKING 250 
BRICKS A DAY. 

In order to mould a brick, 
the soil is sieved, mixed 
with straw & mud, and 
this mixture is poured into 
the wooden molds, and 
dried in the sun. When her 
husband was back from 
Russia they constructed 

an intimate building with 
these mud bricks, then 
Riyane plastered it with 
her hands.  

Today at the age of 28, 
Riyane is an Azerbaijani 
lady, who has her feet kept 
firmly on the ground and 
earns an honest living.

To the question: “Did 
you benefit from this 
project?” Riyane replied: 
“Oh! Certainly, I learned 
the secrets of this 
profession by attending 

the course. Organized 
trainings stimulated me to 
set up my business.  My 
enthusiasm was so strong 
that I built the salon with 
my own hands and the 
necessary equipment was 
provided on the account 
of this project. Finally I 
reached my goal!” 

This success story will 
keep alive in our memories 
for a long time. This lady 
deserves the praise for 
such struggle to survive.

FACTBOX

ABOUT THE 
EU-FINANCED 
PROJECT 

Apprentice courses 
for young people, who 
want to set up their 
own small businesses 
and own the various 
trades within the 
“Rural Sustainable 
Development Initiative” 
project implemented 
by “Umid” Support to 
Social Development 
Public Union; 

Trainings on 
“Factors Influencing 
Business Activities”, 
“Advantageous  
recommendations”, 
“Development, 
Structure and Content 
of the Business 
Plan”, “Market 
Investigations”,  
“SWOT Analysis,  
“Advertisement”;

61 people selected 
from Guba, Khachmaz, 
Shabran and Gusar 
regions (on the basis 
of applications) 
participated in the 
trainings and 34 
people were awarded 
with certificates; 

113 applications were 
accepted for the 
Apprentice courses.  
48 people out of them 
have already been 
selected.

Riyana in the beauty salon built by her.

GRANT 
PROJECTS

The EU remains the 

largest foreign grant 

donor to civil society. 

Between 2007 and 

2013, 59 projects have 

been funded for a total 

EU contribution of 

over 15,8 million EUR. 

Focus on supporting 

vulnerable groups, 

human rights defenders, 

media freedom, free 

and fair elections, 

gender equality, women 

empowerment, access 

to justice for children, 

regional and rural 

development.



European Film Festival15

The Festival is usually held 
in the month of October 
and present modern 
films from European 
countries. Entrance to 
the films is free of charge. 
The films representing 
various genres – comedy, 

drama, documentary, 
animation, make the 
Festival attractive to all 
types of the film lovers. It 
serves to further building 
and strengthening the 
cultural links between 
the European Union 

countries and Azerbaijan; 
contributing to better 
mutual understanding. 
In 2015, the Festival 
had a record number of 
participants - 18 plus, 
Azerbaijan.          

THE EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVALS 
HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED BY THE 
DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION TO THE REPUBLIC 
OF AZERBAIJAN AND THE 
EMBASSIES OF THE EU MEMBER 
STATES SINCE 2010. 
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With lots of activities, 
performances, and events 
for children the Eurovillage 
is a great and fun way 
for families to find out 
more about the European 
Union, as well as their 
activities in Azerbaijan. 
The ambition is to attract 
or entertain every visitor, 
no matter what an age 
and social position. 
The event is particularly 
interesting, informative 
and engaging for the 
young generation. In 2015 
this event engaged about 
20000 people. Main stage 
hosted various performers 

and competitions such 
as magic show, pizza 
spinning show, quizzes by 
well-known local athletes, 
EU and music quizzes, 
national dances, evening 
concerts of European 
performances while the 
EU Member States offered 
country-specific activities 
at their respective stands. 
Over at the EU stand, 
information on EU activity 
in Azerbaijan as were as 
success stories and EU 
projects was presented.

“Eurovillage is a window into Europe, a chance 
to see, learn and enjoy the rich culture and 
diversity which makes up the European Union.”

EU Ambassador to Azerbaijan Malena Mard

EuroVillage16

EUROVILLAGE 
CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL–A 
LARGE-SCALE 
ONE DAY OPEN 
AIR PUBLIC EVENT 
SHOWCASING THE 
RICH CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY 
OF EUROPE 
THROUGH FOOD, 
MUSIC, DANCE, 
ARTS, PICTURES, 
AND GENERAL 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT EU AND 
ITS MEMBER 
STATES. 



18 EU projects in Azerbaijan

Focus on Ganja
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Shabran

Baku

Nakhichivan

Mingachevir

Ganja

Shusha

Khankendi

Naftalan

Shirvan

Sumqayit

Sectors of intervention

Projects with a national scope

Justice

Education 

Regional and Rural Development 

Governance / Capacity building

Environment 

Attention: This document has been drafted for information purpose only. It does not imply any official recognition of 
territories or boundaries by the EU! Source: projects funded by EU institutions as of April 2015



EU Delegation to the Republic of Azerbaijan

Landmark III, 11th floor, 90A, Nizami street,
AZ1010 Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan
Tel: (+994 12) 497 20 63 | Fax: (+994 12) 497 20 69

http://eeac.europa.eu/delegations/azerbaijan
     EU Delegation to Azerbaijan
     EU Delegation to Azerbaijan


