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1. Overview of the human rights and democracy situation: Progress in implementing UN Human 

Rights Council (HRC) resolution 30/1 continued to be slow. A Bill to establish an Office for 

Reparations was narrowly passed in parliament on 10 October 2018. The Office on Missing Persons 

(OMP) is the only one of four recommended transitional justice mechanisms to be operationalised. 

The forthcoming March 2019 UN HRC session will mark the end of the two-year extension granted 

through resolution 34/1. 

In spite of major progresses in the human rights situation following the 2015 election, 2018 was a 

tumultuous year for human rights and democracy in Sri Lanka. In March 2018, a personal altercation 

spiralled into violence targeting Muslim-owned homes, businesses, and places of worship in Kandy 

district. The government imposed a police curfew and declared a national State of Emergency for a 

few days, which enabled to limit the violence, but also resulted in temporarily blocked access to 

social media platforms, and other restrictions. 

On 26 October 2018, a decision by President Sirisena to dismiss the Prime Minister and appoint in 

replacement former President Mahinda Rajapaksa triggered a major political crisis by pulling his SLFP 

faction out of the coalition government formed with UNP in 2015, as Prime Minister. The move was 

condemned widely for violating the Constitution, and the crisis was resolved by the Supreme Court 

which ruled that the President's dissolution of Parliament and calling snap polls was 

unconstitutional. 

Over past years, the EU had continued to stress the need for alignment of Prevention of Terrorism 

Act (PTA) with international standards and the government has come forward with a new Counter 

Terrorism Bill to replace it. The Supreme Court however ruled that certain clauses of the Bill were 

not consistent with the constitution. The Bill will become law with two-thirds parliamentary support 

and approval by the people in a referendum. The PTA meanwhile continues in force. 

Constitutional reform stalled during 2018 after the interim report of the Steering Committee on 

Constitutional Reform was presented in September 2017. There continue to be multiple challenges 

to the promotion and protection of women's rights, including deep-rooted and widespread violence 

against women and girls and discriminatory customary laws and practices such as FGM. 

In July, President Sirisena announced his intention to implement the death penalty to combat a 

perceived escalation in Sri Lanka's drug trade and related crimes. Whereas capital punishment is a 

legal penalty, no execution has been carried out since June 1976. Sri Lanka voted in favour of the UN 

moratorium on executions in December 2018. 



2. EU action - key focus areas: The EU continued to support the implementation of the UN HRC 

resolution through support to resettlement, transitional justice, non-recurrence and constitutional 

reform, as well as working on advancing women's political, economic and civic rights and rights and 

physical and psychological integrity. 

3. EU bilateral political engagement: The 21st meeting of the EU-Sri Lanka Joint Commission took 

place on 18 January 2018 in Colombo and dealt with a broad range of bilateral and multilateral 

issues including human rights, trade, and development cooperation. The third meeting of the 

Working Group on Governance, Rule of Law, and Human Rights was held in Brussels on 5 June 2018. 

There was a detailed exchange of information on many important ongoing reforms, such as the 

replacement of the PTA, the full implementation of the UN HRC resolution. The EU reiterated its 

readiness to continue supporting the Government in advancing national reconciliation. 

The EU Delegation jointly with Member States conducted a number of bilateral meetings with 

Government and Provincial representatives, including the President, the Prime Minister, the Foreign 

Minister, and Chief Ministers. Discussions centred on human rights and political issues including the 

death penalty, the constitutional crisis, and proposed Counterterrorism legislation. The political 

dialogues were sometimes accompanied by EU public statements. A statement by the spokesperson 

of the HRVP was notably issued in the midst of the constitutional crisis, warning that the country was 

at risk of instability and unrest and to expressing the EUs expectation that a solution respectful of 

the country's constitution would be found quickly 

4. EU financial engagement: Five projects target women's economic rights, including support to 

livelihood, leading to the improvement of living standards, and women's health including access to 

improved healthcare facilities, water, sanitation and nutrition. Women's civic rights protection are 

also addressed through support to capacity building of service providers working in social and child 

protection such as at police stations. The elimination of gender- based violence is strongly addressed 

by all five projects. 

The Catalytic Support to Peacebuilding in Sri Lanka project focuses on support to the Government on 

transitional justice, constitutional reform, and assistance for a National Policy on Durable Solutions 

for Conflict Affected Displacement. The project is expected to end in mid-2019. 


