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1. Overview of the human rights and democracy situation: The first half of 2018 saw a continued 

deterioration of the political and human rights situation in the Maldives. A Supreme Court ruling on 

1 February, to free key political prisoners and reinstate opposition members of the Parliament, 

resulted in a 45 day state of emergency, under which several opposition figures as well as 2 of the 5 

Supreme Court justices were arrested on charges of terrorism. The UN Special Rapporteur on the 

independence of judges and lawyers expressed concern at reports of interference and irregularities 

in the judicial procedures that led to these convictions. Freedom of assembly and expression 

continued to be restricted until the inauguration of the new government. Press freedom in the 

Maldives had continued to slide, with several international organisations expressing concern at the 

threats to journalists and restrictions on press freedom – particularly during the state of emergency 

in February.  

Presidential elections in September ushered in a new administration that campaigned on a platform 

to restore democracy and the rule of law. In his inaugural speech, President Solih stated that his 

administration's foreign policy will be shaped by "human rights, democracy and climate change 

diplomacy". His 100 Day pledges included judicial and police reform, investigation of corruption, and 

environmental protection. In November, the controversial Anti-Defamation Act was repealed. A 

presidential commission was also formed by to investigate unresolved murders and cases of 

enforced disappearances.  

Several arrests throughout the year highlighted the urgency and reality of the threat from 

radicalization. In January, both the US and the UK issued travel advisories over the risk of terrorism. 

The Minister of Defence also acknowledged that the number of Maldivians travelling overseas to 

fight with jihadi groups was on the rise.  

Custodial deaths reported periodically raised questions about prison conditions. Lawyers reported 

arbitrary restrictions on access to their clients, particularly during the state of emergency. There 

were also allegations of torture reported.  

Despite pledging to uphold the 65-year moratorium on the death penalty by the new administration 

in November, the Maldives voted against a UN General Assembly resolution in support of a 

moratorium on the death penalty in December.  

2. EU action - key focus areas: EU actions and activities in the Maldives in 2018 focused on the EU 

priority areas for political engagement. These were notably on credible, inclusive and transparent 

elections, respect for civil and political rights, reinforcement of the rule of law and the political 

representation and economic empowerment of women.  



In January, the EU Elections Follow-Up Mission conducted a mid-term assessment of the election 

framework and the state of play of the implementation of the 2014 EU Election Observation Mission 

recommendations.  

The EU and Member States partially funded the local chapter of Transparency International in its 

nationwide election observation effort in September. The EU and the Member States also continued 

to work closely with civil society, having regular meetings with CSOs, human rights defenders and 

media on all visits. Since February 2017, the EU Delegation funds a Transparency International 

(partnering with Transparency Maldives) project aiming at building capacity and empowering local 

authorities and civil society actors.  

To reinforce the rule of law, the independence of judiciary and the separation of powers, the EU 

urged the authorities, both publically and privately, to restore the normal functioning of the 

parliament, and offered assistance for judicial reform. In October, the EU offered the President-Elect 

assistance in areas such as reform of the judiciary, strengthening respect for human rights, and the 

rule of law.  

In order to promote the political representation and economic empowerment of women, the 

advancement of women's rights and an end to discrimination, abuse and violence against women, 

the EU and its Member States continued to work closely with civil society actors and human rights 

defenders working on women's issues through regular meetings.  

3. EU bilateral political engagement: On 26 February 2018, the EU Foreign Affairs Council adopted 

conclusions on the Maldives calling on the competent Maldivian institutions to lift immediately the 

state of emergency and restore all constitutionally guaranteed rights, condemning the politically 

motivated arrests and calling for the immediate release of all 203 political prisoners. Senior officials 

from the European External Action Service met with a Ministerial delegation from the Government 

of Maldives on 27 June 2018 in Brussels to discuss the political situation, addressing the continuing 

deterioration of democracy in line with the Council conclusions of 26 February 2018, which also refer 

to possible targeted measures. On 16 July, the Foreign Affairs Council adopted a framework for 

targeted restrictive measures against persons and entities responsible for undermining the rule of 

law or obstructing an inclusive political solution in the Maldives as well as persons and entities 

responsible for serious human rights violations.  

4. EU financial engagement: As an upper middle income country, the Maldives have graduated from 

EU's bilateral development assistance but can benefit from other financial instruments. The 

Maldives benefits from a project on climate change (EUR 10.5 million) where gender is 

mainstreamed and promotes equal access for women to participate in governance processes, 

education and economic opportunities.  

5. Multilateral context: Following the declaration of the state of emergency and pursuant 

incarceration of opposition figures and Supreme Court justices, there was widespread international 

criticism and scrutiny, with over 40 nations expressing concern over the human rights situation 

during the UN Human Rights Council session in March.  



In June, the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers also expressed 

concern at reports of interference and irregularities in the judicial procedures that led to the 

convictions of some of the state of emergency detainees. 


