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In 2017, the European Union and India are celebrating 55 years of diplomatic relations. Our 14th 
bilateral Summit, which will take place in New Delhi on 6 October 2017, will be an opportunity to review 
progress in many aspects of our relationship, as well as to address international and regional challenges. 
Our relationship has evolved enormously over the past 55 years, with the signature of a Cooperation 
Agreement in 1994, the upgrading of our relationship to a strategic partnership in 2004, the adoption 
of an EU-India Joint Action Plan in 2005, and the endorsement of an EU-India Agenda for Action 2020 at 
last year’s Summit in Brussels. 

Trade and investment

Did you know?
The EU is India’s largest trading partner
The EU is the primary destination for Indian FDI
India is the EU’s ninth trading partner

Top 3 EU exports to India:
engineering goods, gems & jewellery, chemical 
products
Top 3 EU services exports to India:
ICT, transport, travel

Free trade agreement 
The EU and India have been negotiating an ambitious Free Trade Agreement since 2007 to address the untapped 
potential in our trade:

• Effective market access in goods, services and public procurement;
• A framework for investment including investment protection and rules that frame trade, such as intellectual  
 property and competition

Progress has been made but further discussions are needed on key outstanding issues such as:

• Improved market access for some goods and services
• Government procurement
• Geographical indications
• Sound investment protection rules
• Sustainable development



Effective sectoral cooperation 

Closer cooperation and mutual assistance between 
the EU and India is bringing tangible results to our 
respective populations:

• We discuss a broad range of human rights issues  
 in a dedicated and regular human rights  
 dialogue
• Our clean energy and climate partnership helps  
 to implement joint projects, promote access  
 to clean energy and climate-friendly  
 technologies, and encourage research &  
 development
• We have a Water Partnership, work together on  
 the Indian Clean Ganga initiative, and promote a  
 joined-up approach to global environmental  
 issues
• The European Investment Bank is providing  
 €1.5 billion in loans in support of sustainable  
 urban development, infrastructure, climate and  
 clean energy projects
• The EU is India’s leading partner for joint  
 publications and India participates in our  
 research and innovation programmes, for  
 example Horizon 2020
• 20 EU-India projects are ongoing under the  
 Euratom Cooperation Agreement on Fusion  
 Energy Research
• Our cyber security dialogue enables exchange  
 of best practice

• Strengthening cooperation in the  
 pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical  
 devices sectors to improve patients’ safety and  
 to help our businesses and consumers
• We are working together to better manage legal  
 and illegal migration and mobility
• We are implementing the 2030 Agenda for  
 Sustainable Development. €240 million worth  
 of EU projects support ICT development, clean  
 energy, water, climate action, urban  
 development and resource efficiency.

Foreign policy & security cooperation

In a globalised world and as major international 
players, the European Union and India are faced with 
challenges that require a common response.

Over the past years, the EU and India have enhanced 
their foreign policy cooperation:

• Significant Indian contribution to EU-hosted  
 Conferences on Afghanistan (October 2016)  
 and Syria and the region (April 2017)
• High-level visits and discussions at leaders’ level


