
Towards     
the Global Goals
Environmental Remediation   
in Central Asia

CONTEXT 

The legacy of uranium mining in Central Asia poses an obstacle 
to further sustainable development, well-being and prosperity of 
the region. A focused joint effort by international donors can make 
a real difference. 

Past uranium mining and milling sites with highly toxic chemical 
and radioactive waste represent a threat to the environment and public 
health. These sites are located in a region where future development 
depends on the availability of water resources. 
Without remediation the sites will remain a source of elevated exposure 
to radioactive and toxic material for generations for local populations 
and animals.
The Ferghana valley, with the Syr Darya River as one of the principal 
water ways, is a 22,000 km2 fertile agricultural valley producing cotton, 
grains, vegetables and fruit and is home to 14 million people.
The remediation activities will help to protect the population and 
the environment from elevated exposure to radioactive and toxic 
material. The release of contaminated material into rivers is inevitable 
as long as the uranium legacy sites remain un-remediated - it is a 
question of when, not if.

Uzbekistan

Tajikistan

Kyrgyzstan

 CHALLENGES

Uranium Legacy   
Sites (ULS)
Capital

THE REGION’S POTENTIAL

3 6 15

CLEAN WATER 
& SANITATION

6 9 10
INDUSTRY, 
INNOVATION & 
INFRASTRUCTURE

REDUCED 
INEQUALITIES

PARTNERSHIPS 
FOR THE GOALS

1716
PEACE, JUSTICE 
& STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS

RESPONSIBLE   
CONSUMPTION   
& PRODUCTION

11 12
SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES &  
COMMUNITIES

1 52 4
ZERO
HUNGER

NO
POVERTY

QUALITY 
EDUCATION

GENDER 
EQUALITY

3
GOOD HEALTH
& WELL-BEING

7 8
AFFORDABLE & 
CLEAN ENERGY

DECENT WORK 
& ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

LIFE
ON LAND

13 14 15
CLIMATE 
ACTION

LIFE BELOW 
WATER

Governments, civil society and the private sector have started to 
join forces to achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Agenda by 2030. The Agenda adopted in 2015 defined 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to improve the lives of 
people around the world. A sustained effort of governments and civil 
society will be essential in achieving the goals. 

Addressing the legacy of past uranium mining in Central Asia is a pressing 
task which meets several of these development goals and namely SDGs 3, 6 
and 15. The international community is partnering to support the successful 
implementation of an environmental remediation programme in Central Asia. 
A multilateral Fund, the Environmental Remediation Account for Central Asia 
(ERA), managed by the European Bank for Reconstruction  and Development 
(EBRD), has been established. The principles for the Fund’s operations have 
been agreed. It now seeks additional funding to deliver remediation projects. 
The programme assists the implementation of national development 
strategies in the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
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The Central Asian republics have asked for support 
to remedy these matters in the foreseeable 

future and the EU wants to provide help. 

Following the UN resolution on the role of the international community 
in averting the radiation threat in Central Asia adopted in December 
2013, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, the European 
Union, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and other key 
stakeholders have prepared a Strategic Master Plan, and have started 
risk assessment, developed remediation options, delivering for the first 
time ever a cost estimate for the implementation of a comprehensive 
remediation programme.

To ensure the completion of the programme for the 7 priority 
legacy sites in Central Asia and delivering a safe and healthy 
environment, a commitment to contribute an amount of around 
€70M is still needed by 2019. The first pilot projects are scheduled 
to start in 2018. 

The EU will work with local knowhow to bring the best possible 
solution based on best international practice.

The Central Asian states and the EU are looking for contributions 
from other partners, which are needed to make the highest priority 
sites safe. 

ABOUT     
ERA
The Environmental Remediation Account for Central Asia (ERA) 
was established in 2015 at the initiative of the European 
Commission by the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) and became operational in 2016. 

The aim of the Fund is to pool donor funds to assist the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to remediate some of the most dangerous priority 
sites. The EU has already made €16.4 million available to this Fund. 

    The European Union calls on  
partners to join this important effort by 
providing funding to the EBRD-managed 
Environmental Remediation Account  
for Central Asia. 

 FURTHER INFORMATION
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
Martin Andersen, Senior Programme Manager   
martin.andersen@ec.europa.eu

EUROPEAN BANK       
FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT
Esther Harlander, Associate Director, Nuclear Safety Department 
harlande@ebrd.com  

OVERALL COST
€85M


