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Working Together for a
Sustainable and Secure Future
12" ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

Chair’s Statement

The 12" ASEM Foreign Ministers' Meeting (ASEM FMM12) waselti in
Luxembourg on 5-6 November 2015. The meeting wdendéd by Foreign
Ministers, or their high-level representativesba@fAsian and European countries, the
EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and S#guPolicy and the ASEAN
Secretary-General. It was hosted by the Ministeffaign and European Affairs of
Luxembourg, Jean Asselborn, and chaired by the Hugh HRepresentative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Moghie This meeting built upon
progress achieved at the ASEM FMM11 held in NewhDiel November 2013.

Under the theme "Working Together for a Sustamalnld Secure Future', Ministers
exchanged views on a number of regional and interma issues and global
challenges such as climate change, sustainablelogpevent and disaster risk
reduction and management, as well as connectiBxaring in mind that the Asia-
Europe Meeting (ASEM) will celebrate its 20anniversary in 2016, Ministers
assessed the past achievements of ASEM sinceumslifag in Bangkok in 1996 and
discussed its future direction for the next decade.

Ministers re-affirmed that ASEM is an importan@agbrm for political dialogue,
economic cooperation and cultural and social exgbarbetween Asia and Europe.
Through high-level meetings and an expanding né&wbicommon projects, events
and exchanges, ASEM works towards achieving graateerstanding, addressing
global and regional challenges, and promoting pestedility, security prosperity,
human rights and sustainable development for ahil&/maintaining the informal
nature of the dialogue and cooperation within tf®EM framework on the basis of
equal partnership, mutual respect and mutual berMinisters stressed that ASEM
should continue to strengthen coordination and g@aga concrete and tangible
cooperation activities that would bring added valu¢he people of Asia and Europe
and that would enhance ASEM's relevance and viisibil
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Climate Change, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develmgnt and Disaster Risk Reduction

and Management

4.

Ministers highlighted that 2015 is a key year fpobal action for people, planet,
prosperity, peace and partnership. The United Nati®ummit in September
achieved a global consensus on a bold new visiosustainable development and
poverty eradication. In this respect, Ministerodtsok forward to the adoption of an
ambitious global climate agreement under the UNFC&Che 2015 UNFCCC

Conference of Parties in Paris in December.

Ministers welcomed the adoption of the Addis Ab&#wdion Agenda and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development which reinfdahee international community's
commitment to the three dimensions of sustainableldpment, namely integrating
— in a balanced manner - economic, social and emviemtal aspects and their
interlinkages, including the inherent links betwesadication of poverty in all its
forms and the pursuit of sustainability. Ministacknowledged that the 2030 Agenda
is of unprecedented scope and significance. ltctepted by all countries and is
applicable to all, taking into account differentinaal realities, capacities and levels
of development and respecting national policies g@ndrities. The goals will
stimulate action over the next fifteen years oficai importance for humanity and
the planet. Ministers underlined the importancesgétematic and multi-layered
follow-up and review of implementation of the AgendSEM could contribute to
that follow-up and review process. They agreed udhér work in the ASEM
framework on the implementation of the 2030 Agensia,as to encourage and
facilitate the sharing of best practices.

Ministers supported further cooperation betweeMJartners in the framework of
the ASEM Sustainable Development Dialogue as aroitapt platform to exchange
best practices and to consolidate proposals foistoaming global challengaster
alia related to water, food and energy security intpasfunities for inclusive growth
and sustainable development. Ministers welcomed ufpeoming EXPO 2017 in
Kazakhstan dedicated to ‘Future Energy’ and thecessful outcome of the 2015
Milan EXPO on the theme °‘Feeding the Planet, Enefgy Life’. Ministers
reaffirmed their engagement to address emergindjedig@s in order to promote
sustainable water management, including integraiegl basin management and
flood risk control, and to ensure access to saifekithg water and sanitation. They
encouraged further concerted actions for tangildeperation between Asia and
Europe in water-related issues through trans-bayndab-regional and bi-regional
cooperation, including between the Mekong and Damelgions.

Ministers recognised the serious and urgent amngéleposed by climate change,
including global temperature rise, more severed¥oand droughts as well as sea
level rise, and the critical role of Asia and Ewop combatting climate change.
They agreed that further ambitious action is regliby all Parties, with a view to
reduce global greenhouse gas emissions and enh@&sdeence and adaptive
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Connectivity

10.

capacity. In this context, Ministers expressed rthresolve to work towards the
success of the 2015 UNFCCC Conference of PartiBaiis. They committed to play
their part in Paris this December in adopting a@qarol, another legal instrument or
an agreed outcome with legal force under the UNFCEp@licable to all Parties, that
reflects the principle of common but differentiategbponsibilities and respective
capabilities in light of different national circutasces, to come into effect and be
implemented from 2020, capable of keeping the wandtrack for limiting the
average surface temperature rise to below 2°C &ifting towards global low-
carbon and climate-resilient society.

Ministers congratulated all countries, includinG®M partners, that submitted their
intended nationally determined contributions (INDQsis a very promising signal
that more than 120 INDCs have been submitted, aoyenore than 150 countries
and nearly 90% of greenhouse gas emissions. Theg hat just come from the
biggest emitters but also from some of the mostenable countries and show a real
shift from action by few to action by all. Interratal cooperation is needed to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from all soumsekiding industrial activities,
transportation, as well as forest fires of différerigin. Ministers look forward to an
agreement in Paris that addresses, in a balancemhemamitigation, adaptation,
finance, technology development and transfer, agphailding and transparency of
action and that is supported by ambitious natigrdditermined commitments and/or
contributions. The agreement should include an mcdth transparency and
accountability system to build mutual trust and faence and promote effective
implementation including through reporting and péit review of action and
support.

Ministers encouraged further development of the@peoation on disaster risk
reduction and management between ASEM partnersyqinog the implementation
of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduc2®15-2030 and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Ministers uited the importance of
strengthening resilience through sharing knowlealgg promoting cooperatiam a
broad and people-centred approach to disaster miexe mitigation, preparedness
and response to disasters, recovery, rehabilitatiocluding through awareness
programmes, early warning systems, search, resoderedief operationcapacity
building, and promotion of innovation and technglog

Building on the 18) ASEM Summit Chair's Statement (Milan, ltaly, 16-D¢tober
2014) and given the constructive and strategic imapoe of the concept of
connectivity, Ministers agreed to mainstream cotinigg into all relevant ASEM
cooperation frameworks and to further explore tlussphle establishment of a
working group on connectivity. Ministers invited &SEM partners, as well as the
Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), to regularly updp#etners on the results and
action taken in the field of connectivity, not leasthe respective ASEM ministerial
meetings and workshops as well as at all ASEM Seiticials' Meetings. They
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11.

12.

13.

commended the ever-growing activities on conndgtiin the ASEM framework,
underlining ASEM as an ideal platform for connegtiAsia and Europe closer
together. Against this backgroundjnisters highlighted that increasing connectivity
between Asia and Europe is key to supporting straugtainable and inclusive
economic growth and to increasing trade, investmdrg movement of people,
energy, information, knowledge and ideas as weltcageepening of institutional
linkages between the two regions. Ministers noked tonnectivity is also of interest
to other countries and international fora and oiggtions and encouraged ASEM
outreach.

Ministers noted with satisfaction that since tH ASEM Summit, a number of
high-level ASEM meetings, including the ASEM Educat Ministers' Meeting
(Riga, Latvia, 27-28 April 2015), the ASEM Transpdfinisters' Meeting (Riga,
Latvia, 29-30 April 2015) and others, focused oar@asing the links between the
two regions in various fields. The strong engagdman various stakeholders,
including business representatives, academia, tisinks and media in these events
was highly commended. During the ASEM Transport istars' Meeting, ASEM
partners greatly enhanced the understanding ofutiterlying dynamics of Euro-
Asian connectivity, and agreed on priorities andessary actions towards a truly
integrated multimodal logistics network connectigia and Europe.

Ministers also took note of on-going regional aswb-regional cooperation and
national initiatives by ASEM partners to connect ttvo regions. They stressed that
an exchange of best practices and experiences aA3EM-wide level from these
cooperation projects is particularly useful for noaring the development gap and
further deepening the trans-boundary cooperatiah @nnectivity among ASEM
partners. Ministers reaffirmed the urgent needritiate stronger cooperation to
address the issue of high transportation cost argkarch for innovative solutions,
including through exchange of knowledge and infdrama on capacity-building
activities. Private sector’s involvement will fueth contribute to improving
transportation infrastructure that will benefit rete areas and boost trade between
the two regions as a whole. In this context, Maistnoted the establishment of the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, which, togettvith the Asian Development
Bank, the European Investment Bank and other ratétil development banks, has
the potential to foster ASEM objectives in termsnaireased connectivity.

Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to an opeorid economy and stronger trade
and investment relations between the two regiona asans for deeper economic
integration and connectivity between Asia and Earddinisters took positive note
of the intention to convene a Senior Officials’ Nleg on Trade and Investment
(SOMTI) in Asia in 2016, following the Milan Summ@Ehair's Statement which
“encouraged the revitalisation of the ASEM Econonhinisters’ Meeting.”
Ministers underlined their commitment to enhancderinegional trade and
investment flows, to actively resist trade-distagtior protectionist measures, and to
address restrictions, including non-tariff barrjevghich inhibit trade growth and
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15.

16.

investment. Continuing work on transparency and-@ntuption is crucial. They
recognised that for sustainable economic growth gld creation, promoting
economic reform and integration and tapping theemtdl of trade and foreign
investment is crucial, for which an open, stabte|usive and predictable rules-based
multilateral trading system is needed. In this eaht they reiterated their
commitment to ensuring a successful"lWTO Ministerial Conference. They
reaffirmed the importance of increasing the efféatsmplement all the elements of
the Bali package, including advancing towards aassioh of the Doha Development
Agenda and achieving the early entry into forcéhef Trade Facilitation Agreement.
They also noted progress in negotiations of othegoog plurilateral initiatives.
Ministers also recognised the role that customemiion plays in bringing Europe
and Asia together and welcomed the work carried yuthe customs authorities
within the ASEM framework to facilitate the flow &dgitimate trade while ensuring
the protection of society and the environment.

Ministers welcomed the G20's contribution to préamg strong, sustainable and
balanced growth, including through the implemeptatf growth strategies to raise
the G20’'s GDP by at least an additional 2% by 20¥8isters expressed their
support to China’s presidency of the 2016 G20 Summi

Ministers reaffirmed the important role of thevaie sector, and in particular the
pivotal role of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEB)contributing to inclusive
and sustainable economic growth, decent job crea#ind to increasing trade,
investment and tourism in and between the two regidn this context, they
underlined the importance of promoting dialogue aadperation to meet common
social and economic challenges, including thosatirgl to women and girls and the
framework and working conditions for SMEs. Ministetressed the need to promote
greater financing for ASEM SMEs and welcomed theceoted efforts towards this
end. Ministers also recalled the fruitful and irdime dialogue on employment and
social policies in the ASEM framework and in thégyard welcomed the"SASEM
Labour and Employment Ministers’ Meeting to be heldSofia, Bulgaria on 3-4
December, 2015. Ministers acknowledged the rolA®EM SMEs Eco-Innovation
Centre (ASEIC) on supporting sustainable develogroérsia and Europe through
disseminating eco-innovation and promoting techgickl cooperation among
SMEs.

Ministers reaffirmed the importance of sciencechtelogy and innovation
cooperation in promoting inclusive socio-economiovgh and job creation and in
addressing global challenges such as in the afeaas/monment, energy, food, water,
soil, agriculture, forests and biotechnology, atboough the implementation of
cooperative mechanisms and joint development arglogment of innovative
solutions. Ministers underlined the importance aldr@ssing the framework
conditions for research and innovation collaborgtion particular intellectual
property and its protection in fostering innovatigmowth and employment, as well
as the need to strengthen the on-going cooperatmoimtellectual property rights
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18.

issues in all relevant areds.this connection, Ministers recognised the imaoce of
international cooperation on mutually beneficialheology transfers.

Ministers also highlighted digital connectivity akey element of connecting the two
regions. They emphasised that greater collaboraimong ASEM partners in the
area of capacity building and exchange of expenmisnsuring security and peaceful
development of information and communication tedbgy is essential.

Ministers underlined that enhanced people-to-pebpks, not least through cultural,
educational, academic and youth exchanges, asagwétlurism, are yet another pre-
requisite for increased connectivity between the tegions. In this context, they
particularly welcomed the outcomes of the ASEM adion process, as highlighted
during the & ASEM Education Ministers' Meeting, as well as toée of ASEF,
which, as an institution, is crucial in bringinggegher the civil societies of Asia and
Europe. They also welcomed th& ASEM Culture Ministers’ Meeting to be held in
the Republic of Korea in 2016. The contributiontlké EU programmes Erasmus+
and Marie Sklodowska Curie to EU-Asia academic eoajon, university capacity
building and student, scholar and researcher niphvias also highlighted, as well as
the importance of strengthening vocational edunatod on-the-job training as
essential tools contributing to the creation otawsble youth employment.

International and Regional Issues

19.

20.

Ministers exchanged views on ways to promote deége-Europe cooperation in
the fields of peace, security, human rights ancelbgpment and on particular regional
issues of common interest and concern. These iedlikde importance of the full

implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan aigh concluded between E3+3
and Iran last July with the aim of establishing thelusively peaceful nature of
Iran’s nuclear programme; developments in the MidEhst and North Africa in

particular welcoming the Joint Communiqué issuadraiecent discussion on Syria
in Vienna, Austria, the regional security enviromnm Asia, the Korean Peninsula,
including the DPRK’s nuclear and missile programragsvell as the human rights
situation, including the abduction issue, and dgcudevelopments in Europe,
including Ukraine.

In the context of the 7Danniversary of the United Nations, Ministers neited the
importance of building a stronger and more effextmultilateral system based on
international law, in particular the principlestbe UN Charter. Ministers pledged to
continue to uphold the purposes and principlehef@harter and their universality,
and to work actively for peace, stability, secyrifevelopment, prosperity and
human rights, which are interlinked and mutuallynf@cing, the rule of law in
international relations, disarmament and non-peadifion of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction and their dglisgstems, an end to destabilising
flows of conventional arms, gender equality andaerequitable international order.
Greater participation of women in peace and secigiheeded for sustainable peace
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22.

23.

and development. Ministers agreed that the UN rhassupported and equipped to
address contemporary global challenges and callecontinued efforts to reform the
UN, including its main bodies. The UN must discteaits crucial role in conflict
prevention and mediation as well as preventionooflect-related sexual and gender-
based violence more effectively. Ministers undexdirthe important role of national
human rights institutions and their regional netgaoand of the relevant international
human rights fora in the promotion and protectioh hmman rights and of
strengthening the exchange of experiences and catapebetween Europe and Asia
in this field.

Ministers welcomed ASEAN'’s efforts toward regionaitegration and looked
forward to the launch of the ASEAN Community in 80IThey reiterated their
support for the ASEAN Community’s Post-2015 viseomd ASEAN centrality in the
evolving regional architecture in Asia, and appaal ASEAN's role in promoting
dialogue, building confidence and cooperation felaqe, security, stability and
prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region and beyondinisters commended the
successful outcomes of the™BSEAN Summit in April 2015 and the #ASEAN

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and related meetingirgust 2015 in Malaysia. They
appreciated ASEAN endeavours in expanding its ioglat with partners and
welcomed the interest of the EU and non-EU Europ&8EM partner countries in
furthering engagement with the region throughelktvant ASEAN-led processes.

Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to maintaigi peace, promoting maritime

security and stability, safety and cooperationedi@n of navigation and overflight

and unimpeded lawful commerce, and to combatingcgiand armed robbery at sea
in full compliance with international law. They agd on the critical importance of
refraining from the use or threat of force, of alrghg from unilateral actions and of
resolving maritime disputes through peaceful meaarsccordance with universally

recognised principles of international law, inclglithe 1982 United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Thevatee of confidence building

measures for strengthening trust and securityarreélgion was also emphasised.

While recognising the positive contribution migisibring to both their countries of
origin and destination, Ministers devoted particud#tention to the unprecedented
challenge of irregular migration, migrant smuggliagd trafficking in persons

occurring in Asia and in Europe. They discusseded for comprehensive regional
and international responses, including those mladetackling the root causes of
irregular migration and forced displacement angrviding protection and support
to those in need, including improving livelihooddarmising awareness in at-risk
communities, in accordance with international stéadd. They underlined the
responsibility of the countries of origin, transihd destination to cooperate to
promote safe and orderly movement of persons, grdtee legitimate rights of

migrants in accordance with international law, v and counter migrant
smuggling, trafficking in persons, illegal recruégnt and forced labour, to readmit
their own nationals staying irregularly in othemotries by means of bilateral and
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25.

26.

international agreements, to disrupt the involvedhimal groups and to eliminate

their financing opportunities. They called on aliatés to enhance regional and
international efforts and cooperation to this emdhe spirit of international burden

sharing and shared responsibility. All States,rmd@onal organisations and relevant
stakeholders should take into account in theirguedi and initiatives on migration

issues the global character of the migratory phesram.

Ministers reiterated their strong condemnatiorteoforism and violent extremism in
all its forms and manifestations and expressedr ttlefermination to effectively
combat it, in accordance with the Charter of thatésh Nations, the UN Global
Counter-Terrorism Strategy and international langluding international human
rights, refugee and humanitarian law. They noteth woncern the threat posed to
international peace and security by terrorist gspupcluding the terrorist group
calling itself the Islamic State of Iraq and thevaset (ISIL, also known as Da’esh)
and its affiliates. They expressed determinatiosdonter radicalisation and violent
extremism by spreading the values of peaceful sbexce, pluralism, diversity and
harmony. Ministers emphasised the importance ofgmtve efforts and the need for
a multi-disciplinary approach. Ministers acknowledgthe importance of initiatives
to promote moderation, in particular as espousedthey Global Movement of
Moderates, to counter radicalisation and extremismall its forms. They expressed
their will to support international cooperation oauntering terrorism and violent
extremism and on de-radicalisation through the o relevant fora and to
implement fully the relevant resolutions of the tédi Nations Security Council as
well as norms of international law. They highlight¢éhat terrorism and violent
extremism are not associated with any religionjonatity, civilisation or ethnic
group. They also stressed the importance of prewgntletecting, investigating and
prosecuting terrorism financing and of stopping plhenomenon of foreign terrorist
fighters, preventing violent extremism and ternstisabuse of the internet. They
equally highlighted the need to propose new ideasta endorse new approaches for
developing legal tools to counter terrorism, inelirwith obligations under
international law.

Ministers underlined the importance of nuclearesafand strengthening of global

cooperation in this fieldinter alia, through strong commitment to the international
safety requirements and standards in order to ernthar safe operation of nuclear
facilities around the world. Ministers acknowledgdte continuous cooperation

within ASEM on nuclear safety and the sharing opexiences on best practices
among relevant policymakers and experts. They nobed establishment of the

International Low Enriched Uranium Bank under thsmces of the IAEA.

Ministers recalled the tragedy of the downinglafht MH17, which occurred on 17

July 2014, and renewed their sympathy to all thoke have lost their loved ones.
Such acts of violence threaten the safety of @vihtion. Those responsible for the
downing of MH17 must be held accountable and broughustice, in accordance
with the United Nations Security Council resolut@i66(2014).
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Future of ASEM

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Recalling the ASEM guiding principles, includinget Asia-Europe Cooperation

Framework 2000 and the 2006 Helsinki Declaratiomifers discussed the future of
ASEM in light of the upcoming 2danniversary of ASEM in 2016. They welcomed
the initiative of Thailand to host the ASEM Symposi on the Future Direction of

ASEM (Bangkok, Thailand, 30 March 2015) and notdathwnterest the proposals

contained in the 'Bangkok Initiatives on the FutDreection of ASEM'.

Ministers highlighted that ASEM continues to fulfihe expectations with which it
was founded nearly twenty years ago. In providinfraanework for Asia-Europe
dialogue and cooperation, ASEM has acted as arbatou and facilitator of ideas
and a platform for tangible cooperation projectsnisters agreed that ASEM's
informality, including through discussions in thegreat format, and flexibility should
be strengthened. Accordingly, Ministers tasked #f&EM Senior Officials to
continue working on putting forward concrete sugges for improved working
methods and coordination, more effective institugio memory, enhanced
connectivity, tangible cooperation projects, furthvolving relevant stakeholders in
the ASEM process and other ways for strengthertiegAtsia-Europe dialogue and
cooperation for endorsement by the Leaders atgheming anniversary summit.

Ministers underlined the importance of the™2@nniversary ASEM Summit in

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, in July 2016, as proposedheyhost, in determining the
direction of ASEM for the next decade and in movthg ASEM process further,

while building on its strengths and accomplishmaitthe past two decades. In this
context, they welcomed the update provided by Mdéagabout the state of

preparations of the Summit.

Ministers welcomed the initiative of ASEM partnets organise a number of
meetings at various levels held in 2015-2016 inrimreup to the Summit and the
Foreign Ministers' Meeting (see Annex |). They coemaied that partners continue to
focus on a number of tangible cooperation areas &enex Il) of particular
relevance to the ASEM process, as had been agtebeé ASEM FMM11 in New
Delhi, India, and thereafter at the Milan Summit.

Ministers commended the work of ASEF in complenmgntthe government-led
ASEM process with its projects in a number of keagaa, including culture,
economy, education, governance, public health asthmable development, as well
as specific projects taking place in the marginghef Foreign Ministers' Meeting,
including the first-ever ASEF Young Leaders' Sumisige Annex Ill). Ministers
took note of the recommendations contained in theuchent entitled 'Suggestions
for Closer Synergies between ASEF Activities arel ASEM Process' and tasked the
ASEM Senior Officials in cooperation with ASEF tas appropriate, put the
document's recommendations into practice.
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33.

34.

Ministers underlined that engaging the civil sociand various stakeholders —
parliamentarians, business, labour, academics ahighk t tanks, women’s
organisations, students and youth, as well as @higtas — is key to enhancing ASEM
visibility and to its continued relevance for theople. They expressed support to
mainstreaming the input of various stakeholders the official ASEM process, by
providing appropriate consultation channels ander@tpossible, directly involving
relevant stakeholders in ASEM meetings.

Ministers welcomed the strengthened emphasis oBEMS public awareness and
visibility. They took note of the on-going work dhe ASEM Press and Public
Awareness Management Strategy and commended ASHE fefforts to maintain
and upgrade the ASEM InfoBoard which is a key twolpromoting ASEM and
providing comprehensive information on the ASEMaass to the interested public.
They encouraged all ASEM partners to contributéhto efforts to enhance ASEM's
visibility.

Ministers thanked the Chair for the effective Harglof the meeting and the host for
the excellent hospitality. Ministers looked forwatd the 18 ASEM Foreign
Ministers' Meeting in an ASEAN country in 2017, aedpressed their strong
determination to ensure a successful outcome of HASEM Summit in July 2016
in Mongolia.

10
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Annex |

Calendar of ASEM Meetings and Initiatives 2015-17

Date ASEM Meetings Venue Co-sponsors
2015
th . . .
18-21 5" ASEM working group meeting qn the Innovative Riga, Latvia Denmark
January Competences and Enterpreneurship

27 February

ASEM Roundtable Towards Sustainable Water
Management through partnerships

New Delhi, India

India, Denmark

4 March 4™ ASEM University-Business Forum Brussels, Belgium | Belgium (Flanders)
9-12 March ASEM Forum on Lifelong Learning Bali, Indonesia
9-13 March Foreign Policy Module for ASEM Diplomats New Delhi, India
11-13 March | 3™ ASEM Meeting for Governors and Mayors Bangkok,
Thailand
th 1 1
26-27 March 47" ASEM Rectors' Conference (ARC4) and Students Hangzhou, China
Forum
30 March ASEM Symposium on the Future Direction of ASEM Bangkok,
Thailand
31 March-1 . s . Bangkok,
April ASEM Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) Thailand
21-22 April Semmar. on Coopera'tlon in Science, Technology & Beijing, China Singapore, Greece
Innovation for Sustainable Development
26 April 2" SOM for the 5™ ASEM Education Ministers' Meeting Riga, Latvia
. 5™ ASEM Meeting of Ministers for Education . .
27-28 April (ASEMMES) Riga, Latvia
. SOM for the 3 ASEM Transport Ministers' Meeting . .
28 April (ASEM TMM3) Riga, Latvia
29-30 April 3" ASEM Transport Ministers' Meeting (ASEM TMM3) Riga, Latvia
11 www.aseminfoboard.org
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ASEM Workshop on Fostering Entrepreneurship in Brunei Cambodia, China, New
18-26 May . . .
Higher Education Darussalam Zealand, Singapore, UK
22-23 May ASEM Seminar on Renewable Energy UIaanba_atar,
Mongolia
24-26 May ASEM I\/!eetm_g on Sustamayble Management and Use of Ljubljar\a, China
Forests in Policy and Practice Slovenia
26-28 Ma ASEM Industry Dialogue on Connectivit Chongging, China Latvia, Luxemboure,
¥ ¥ & i gqine, Cambodia
4™ ASEM Dialogue on Sustainable Development: . Romania, Hungary,
. . Ben Tre City, . .
3-5 June Strengthening concerted actions on water management Viet Nam Bulgaria, Thailand, Laos,
through the Post-2015 Agenda Slovakia, EU
17-19 June 9™ ASEM Working Group on Customs Matters (AWC) Liege, Belgium EU
26-27 June Sen?lna.r on Sustainable Management of Wastewater and Singapore India, Norway
Sanitation
9-11 . . Seoul, Republic . .
September Symposium on Transport and Logistics Network of Korea India, China
10-11 , N . .
ASEM Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) Brussels, Belgium | EU
September
Cambodia, Greece,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
25 . . . Lithuania, Luxembourg,
September ASEM Symposium on Promoting Tourism Tokyo, Japan Mongolia, Philippines,
Romania, Spain,
Switzerland
30 N . . .
Seminar "Promoting Social Protection Improvement . .
September. - through Social Dialogue in Asia and Europe Region" Bali, Indonesia
2 October g & b g
13" ASEM Conference of Directors-General of .
5-6 October L Singapore
Immigration
7-9 October 11" ASEM Customs DG-Commissioners Meeting Goa, India
26-28 ASEM Conference on Global Ageing and Human Rights of | Seoul, Republic
October Older Persons of Korea
29-30 4™ ASEM Seminar on Nuclear Safety Madrid, Spain EU
October
29-30 ASEM Seminar on financing SMEs in Asia and Europe Rome, Italy Ch!r?a, FU' Indonesia,
October Philippines
12 www.aseminfoboard.org
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29-30 . - . France, Germany, New
October ASEM Cooperation on Disability Beijing, China Zealand, Pakistan
2-4 . ., .
ASEM Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) Luxembourg EU
November
>-6 12" Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (FMM12) Luxembour EU
November & & g
10-11 Working Group Seminar on ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Republic of
November Competences Korea
11-12 . .
Food Safety and SPS Seminar Brussels, Belgium | EU
November

20 November

2" ASEM Roundtable on Green Building

Gandhinagar,

India

24-28 15" Informal ASEM Seminar on Human Rights (Human Montreux, Philippines, France,
November Trafficking) Switzerland Sweden, ASEF, EU
3-4 5" Labour and Employment Ministerial Conference . .
December (LEMC5) Sofia, Bulgaria EU
(tbe) ASEM Inter-Governmental Cooperative Measurement Republic of

Initiatives Korea
(tbc) Education for Innovation and Entrepreneurship Denmark
2016
February . . . Republic of
(tbe) Eco-innovation Experts Meeting Korea
15-22 March | ASEM Youth Week: Stronger Action to Address Zero Ha Noi - Ha Long Lao PDR, Brunei

. Darussalam, Ireland,
(tbc) Hunger Challenge Bay, Viet Nam
ASEF

25-26 March | Meeting of Young CEOs in ASEM New Delhi, India | Cambodia

1* quarter
(tbc)

ASEM Symposium on "Non-invasive Diagnostic
Technologies for Diabetes & Treatment of Diabetes as a
Lifestyle Disease"

New Delhi, India

21-22 April th a s . . " Ulaanbaatar,
(the) 9" Asia-Europe Parliamentary Meeting (ASEP9) Mongolia
April (tbc) ASEM Round table on migration issues Moscow, Russia
nd . .
April (tbe) 2 . Seminar for the establlshmen't of the ASEM Center on Athens, Greece
Science, Technology and Innovation
13 www.aseminfoboard.org
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12-13 May . N . Ulaanbaatar,
(tbe) ASEM Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) Mongolia
L . Guangzhou,

May (tbc) ASEM Media Dialogue on Connectivity China

9-10 June 12" ASEM Finance Ministers' Meeting (FinMM12) Ulaanba.atar,

(tbc) Mongolia

20-21 June Food Security: Training of Farmers UIaanba.atar, China

(tbc) Mongolia

June (tbc) Eco-Innovation Experts Meeting Republic of
Korea

June (tbc) ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons Seoul, Republic
of Korea

1* semester o . . Republic of

(tbe) 1> Eurasia Expert Group Meeting Korea

1-2 July (tbc)

11" Asia-Europe People’s Forum (AEPF)*

Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia

13-14 July 15" Asia-Europe Business Forum (AEBF)* UIaanba'atar,
(tbc) Mongolia
12-14 July ASEM Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) Ulaanba.atar,
(tbc) Mongolia
15-16 July th ) Ulaanbaatar,
(tbe) 11" ASEM Summit (ASEM 11) Mongolia
Summer ASEM Seminar on Education Methodology: "How to Warsaw Poland
(tbc) Teach Europe, How to Teach Asia" !
ASEM Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction and Belgium, India,
. . . Luxembourg,
September Management: Innovation and Technology for Resilience- | Viet Nam
based Sustainable Development Netherlands,
P Philippines, EU
20-21 " . . " . .
Workshop on "Conservation Techniques & Instruments New Delhi, India
October
. . . Lao PDR, ltaly,
October ASEM.Meetmg on Green Skills for Sustainable and Ha Noi, Viet Nam | Switzerland, Romania,
Inclusive Growth .
China
2" semester | 13" Senior Officials' Meeting on Trade and Investment . China, Mongolia,
Asia (tbc) .
(tbc) (SOMTI) Republic of Korea
Gwangju,
(tbc) 7™ ASEM Culture Ministers' Meeting (CMM?7) Republic of
Korea
14 www.aseminfoboard.org
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. . L Kuala Lumpur, Belgium, Brunei

(tbc) ASEM Symposium on Countering Radicalisation Malaysia Darussalam, Romania
(tbc) Promoting Youth Employment across Asia and Europe Rome, Italy Italy, Viet Nam, China
(tbc) 5™ ASEM Seminar on Water Management Ruse, Bulgaria
2017
(tbc) 13™ ASEM Foreign Ministers' Meeting (ASEM FMM13) ﬁi::)(ASEAN)
(tbe) 6" ASEM Meeting of Ministers for Education Seoul, Republic

(ASEMMES) of Korea
(tbc) 4™ ASEM Transport Ministers' Meeting (ASEM TMM4) Asia (thc)
(tbc) 4™ ASEM Meeting of Governors and Mayors Lisbon, Portugal
(tbc) 12™ ASEM Customs DG-Commissioners Meeting Germany

* ASEM Forum
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Annex 2

List of ASEM Tangible Cooperation Areas and Participating
Partners

N° Tangible cooperation area Participating ASEM partners

1 Disaster Management and Mitigation, Building Rescue Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium,
and Relief Capacities, Technologies and Innovation in Cambodia, China, Cyprus, EU,
Rescue Equipments & Techniques Finland, Greece, Hungary, India,

Indonesia, Japan, Luxemburg,
Malaysia, Mongolia, New
Zealand, Netherlands, Pakistan,
Philippines, Russian Federation,
Switzerland, Viet Nam

2 Efficient and Sustainable Water Management, Austria, Bangladesh, Bulgaria,
Innovations in Water & Waste Management China, Cyprus, Denmark,
Finland, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Malta, Mongolia,
Pakistan, Romania, Singapore,
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland,
Viet Nam

3 SME Cooperation Austria, Bangladesh, Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, China,
Cyprus, Finland, Greece,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Republic of Korea, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia,
Myanmar, Pakistan

4 Renewable Energy: Mitigation, Adaptation, Financing Austria, Brunei Darussalam,
and Technological Innovations Cyprus, Finland, Greece,
Hungary, India, Lithuania,
Mongolia, New Zealand,
Philippines, Spain, Thailand
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5 Energy Efficiency Technologies Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam,
China, Cyprus, Denmark,
Finland, Hungary, India,
Republic of Korea, Lithuania,
Mongolia, Pakistan, Russian
Federation, Spain, Thailand

6 Higher Education Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
Finland, India, Indonesia,
Ireland, Republic of Korea,
Latvia, Philippines, Poland,
Russian Federation, Thailand,
United Kingdom

7 Vocational Training & Skills Development Austria, Cambodia, China,
Cyprus, Finland, India,
Indonesia, Ireland, Italy,
Republic of Korea, Latvia,
Malaysia, Netherlands,
Pakistan, Switzerland, United
Kingdom, Viet Nam

8 Food Safety Issues, including Training of Farmers Bangladesh, China, Mongolia,
Netherlands, New Zealand,
Pakistan, Slovakia, Thailand

9 Education And Human Resources Development Cyprus, Finland, Greece,
Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Republic of Korea, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Pakistan

10 Waste Management: More Efficient Use of Material Austria, Cyprus, Denmark,
Resources, The Waste Sector as a Central Player in the Finland, India, Lithuania,
Economy with Waste to Energy and More Efficient Reuse | Netherlands, Singapore
and Recycling Models

11 Promote Trade and Investment/ Involve Private Sectors Cambodia, Cyprus, Finland,
India, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
Poland

12 Poverty Reduction Ireland, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
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Poland

13 Promotion and protection of human rights Bulgaria, France, Republic of
Korea, Sweden, Switzerland

14 Information Technology/ Knowledge Connectivity Cyprus, Estonia, Republic of
Korea
15 Transport and Logistics Austria, Cambodia, Lithuania,

Republic of Korea

16 Technologies for Diagnostics Belgium, India

17 Promotion of tourism Austria, Bulgaria, Cambodia,
Greece, Indonesia, Japan,
Lithuania, Philippines, Romania,
Spain, Switzerland

18 Women’s empowerment Japan, Lithuania, Romania

19 Nuclear Safety Indonesia, Lithuania
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Annex 3
ASEF’s Contributions to the ASEM Process

Selected Projects in 2015

Contributions to Press & Public Awareness of the AEM Process

1 | ASEM InfoBoardwww.aseminfoboard.org Throughout 2015| Online
2 | Digital Publication on ASEM’s 2DAnniversary Oct-Dec 2015 Online
3 ASEF Journalists’ Workshop: 10-11 Dec 2015 Brussels, Belgium

“Asia-Europe Digital Connectivity”

Contributions to the 12" ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (AS

EM FMM12) in 2015

ASEF Young Leaders’ Summit 2015:

1 “Entrepreneurship & Youth Employmént 1-5 Nov 2015 Luxembourg
10" ASEF Journalists’ Colloquium:

2 “Crisis Reporting — The Role of Asian & European Me&d 4-6 Nov 2015 Luxembourg

3 | ASEF Photo ExhibitionOn the G& 4 Nov - Dec 2015| Luxembourg

Contributions to the 5" ASEM Education Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM ME5) in 2015

4™ ASEM Rectors’ Conference & Students’ Forum (ARCA4);

1 | “University-Business Partnerships: Asia & Europelseg 23-27 Mar 2015 Hangzhou, China
21% Century Solutioris
Online & Offline
2 | ASEF Classroom Network (ASEF ClassNet) Througl2aits

(Asia & Europe)

Contributions to the 7" ASEM Culture Ministers’ Meeting (ASE

M CMM7) in 2016

8" ASEF Public Forum: Creative Cities in Asia & Eueop

1 “Cities: Living Labs for Culture? 24Nov 2015 Gwangju, Korea
2 | ASEF culture360www.culture360.asef.org Throughout 2015| Online

h H [P,
3 19" ASEF Summer University: 9-21 Aug 2015 Pune, India

“Sustainable Urbanisation in Heritage Citfes

Contributions to the 5 ASEM Labour & Employment Ministers’ Conference (ASEM LEMC5) in 2015

Asia-Europe Migration Project: Presentation on &iffe

1 Social & Labour Standards for Protecting Workebg)t 3-4 Dec 2015 Sofia, Bulgaria
ASEF Experts’ Meeting on Entrepreneurship & Youth 29 Jun — 1 Jul
2 Employment: Re-Engineering Tactics for Asia & Eurdpe | 2015 Stockholm, Sweden

Contribution to the 12" ASEM Finance Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM FinMM12) in 20

16

1

12" Asia Europe Economic Forum (AEEF):
Conference: Global Governance & Public Goods —
Asian & European Perspectives

1-2 Oct 2015

Paris, France

Contributions to next ASEM Environment Ministers’ M eeting (ASEM EnvMMD5) (tba)

1

Asia-Europe: Energy Challenges & Climate Change:
“Asia and Europe Crossing Paths on the Way to COP21

29-30 Sep 2015

Paris, France

2

Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum):

Conference on Sustainable Development Goals

17-19 Nov 2015

Incheon, Korea

Other Key Contributions
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th H H .
1 1 3um;?1rrlg?g:rﬁ§§mrr§1?f$£r?; ?nn IID—|eurgﬂc;';1hnsR|ghts. 24-26 Nov 2015 Montreux, Switzerland
10-12 Mar 2015 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
> Asia-Europe Public _Diplom_ac_:y Training Initiative: 4 May — 16 Jul Online
Face-to-Face & Online Trainings 2015
24-27 Aug 2015 Bangkok, Thailand

Selected Projects in 2016

Contributions to Press & Public Awareness of the AEM Process

1 | ASEM InfoBoardwww.aseminfoboard.org Throughout 2016 Online
2 Digital Publication on ASEM’s ZDAnniversary Jan — Jul 2016 Online
Hardcopy Publication on ASEM’s #(\nniversary Jul 2016 Asia & Europe
Jan 2016 (tbc) Brussels, Belgium
3 | ASEF Photo Exhibition:On the Go Feb 2016 (tbc) Singapore (tbc)

Throughout 2016 Online

ASEF Journalists’ Workshop:

4 “Asia-Europe Digital Connectivity” Mar 2016 (tbc) Asia

Contributions to the 11" ASEM Summit (ASEM11) in 2016

Ulaanbaatar,

1 | 8" ASEF Editors’ Roundtable Jul 2016 (tbc) | 4 ;
ongolia
2 | ASEF Photo Exhibition:On the G& Jul 2016 (tbc) Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia (tbc)
. Launch in
3 ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017: 2016 Ulaanbaatar,

Connectivity Between Asia & Eurdpe Mongolia (thc)

Contributions to the 7" ASEM Culture Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM CMM7) in 2016

Ulaanbaatar,

h .
1 | 9" ASEF Public Forum Jul 2016 (tbc) Mongolia (tbc)

10" ASEF Public Forum at thé"®orld Summit on Arts and

2 Culture Oct 2016 Valetta, Malta

Contributions to the 6" ASEM Education Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM MES6) in 2017

Prague, Czech

1 | 5" ASEM Rectors’ Conference & Students’ Forum (ARCS5) 4-8 Apr 2016 Republic

Other Key Contributions

1 16" Informal ASEM Seminar on Human Rights:

“Human Rights & People with Disabilities Nov 2016 (toc) China

* More ASEF projects in 2016 contributing to theE&SProcess are subject to the approval by the ABBRrd of
Governors.

* For ASEF’s full project portfolio 2015/2016 indhareas of culture, economy, education, governgnagljc health, and
sustainable development, please refer to ASEF sieelvww.asef.org
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