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Economic and Environmental Implementation Meeting 
Vienna, 14-15 October 2019 

EU Opening Statement 

The European Union is pleased to take part in the 2019 Economic and 

Environmental Dimension Implementation Meeting and thanks the Slovak 

Chairmanship and the Office of the Coordinator for Economic and 

Environmental Activities for the organisation.

We warmly welcome the keynote speakers to our meeting and thank them for 

their remarks. We have many common goals on which we should join efforts 

and we appreciate the good cooperation that is already taking place. 

We welcome the theme of this year’s EEDIM on the implementation of OSCE 

environmental commitments with focus on water management in support of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

The environmental challenges and our commitments to resolving them,

including sustainable management of natural resources, sustainable and safe 

energy production, sustainable infrastructure and good environmental 

governance will play an increasingly important role in ensuring peace, security 

and stability for the future generations 

The environmental component is a core issue in the OSCE's Economic and 

Environmental Dimension and an integral part of the organisation's 

comprehensive approach to security. 

On the global level, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 

Paris Agreement on Climate Change guide our activities towards a 

sustainable, secure, just and green future. We reaffirm our full commitment to 
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these agreements and believe that the OSCE, with its commitments in the 

economic and environmental area, has a role to play in advancing this 

agenda.  

We are convinced that the progress achieved in the implementation of OSCE 

environmental commitments will help ensure more transparent, more 

accountable, effective and efficient environmental governance. We trust that 

our deliberations in the coming days will contribute to stepping up these 

efforts. 

Good environmental governance including water resources management 

worldwide is a key element for sustainable development as well as for 

maintaining peace and regional political stability. The EU support is focusing 

on transboundary water management with priority in regional and integrated 

actions. We are committed to facilitate water cooperation and to contribute to 

discussions linking water, climate, peace and security. 

We appreciate the participation of a wide range of stakeholders in today's 

meeting. We particularly welcome the exchange with the experts working on 

the national and regional levels who play a crucial role in developing and 

implementing our strategies on the ground. We trust that our discussions will 

bring a better understanding on where we stand in our efforts of implementing 

our common commitments in the economic and environmental dimension and 

we look forward to the discussions in the two coming days. 

 
The Candidate Countries, REPUBLIC of NORTH MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO*, SERBIA* and 
ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential Candidate 
BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, as well as UKRAINE, ARMENIA, GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN 
MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

* Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process 

 


