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Thank you, Chair,  

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. The following 

countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey
§
, The Republic of North Macedonia


, 

Montenegro
*
, Iceland

+
, Serbia

*
, Albania

*
, Bosnia and Herzegovina

*
, Norway

+
, Ukraine, The 

Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

 

Chair, allow me first to congratulate you on your election to this important post, and to thank 

Director Di Pippo and the Office for Outer Space Affairs, for the excellent preparation of this 

session.  

 

Chair, the EU, its Member States and the European Space Agency together have developed strong 

and unique space capacities and industry in Europe. The EU has a large budget for space, most of 

which is dedicated to the European Global Navigation Satellite systems, Galileo and EGNOS, and 

the European earth-observation system, Copernicus. Also space research and innovation are 

currently supported by the EU Horizon 2020 programme, which will support the competitiveness 

of the European space sector and help tackle societal challenges, and is open to international 

cooperation. An important reason for this investment effort is that we believe that space science, 

applications and technologies have a great potential to help to tackle major global challenges such 

as climate change, disaster management, food security, environmental protection, efficient 

management of resources, transport development, marine protection and maritime awareness, 

migration and protection of cultural heritage.  

 

In this respect, we are looking forward to continue our work on the 2030 Space Agenda and its 

implementation plan with a view to enhancing global space governance and mobilising space for 

the realisation of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals and targets, the Paris 

Agreement as well as the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. We see the need for 

enhanced capacity-building activities in this regard. 

 

Chair, the EU space flagship programmes Galileo/EGNOS and Copernicus have made impressive 

progress during the last years. They are an illustration of pan-European and international 

cooperation because they are funded and owned by the EU and overseen by the European 

Commission, whereas deployment, design, and further development of the systems and 

infrastructure are entrusted to the European Space Agency to which also non-European countries 

                                            
§
 Candidate Country  

 Candidate Countries The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as potential Candidate Country 
Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
+
Iceland  and Norway are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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are associated. Moreover, these programmes are under civilian control and their data can be used 

worldwide and free of charge for a broad range of applications. 

 

Chair, Galileo is autonomous but also interoperable with existing satellite navigation systems. 

Four more Galileo satellites have been launched in July last year, bringing the constellation to 26 

satellites, and the completed constellation will include 30 satellites. When Galileo is fully 

operational in 2020, it will allow improved services and provide new business opportunities in a 

wide variety of applications in many sectors of the economy worldwide.  

 

Today, around 7% of the EU economy is dependent on global navigation satellite signals. This 

includes transport, logistics, telecommunications and energy sectors. The EU wishes to strengthen 

the competitiveness of its industry and considers space as a source of industrial excellence and 

technological development with several potential spill-over effects into other sectors. Independent 

studies show that Galileo will deliver around EUR 90 billion to the EU economy over the first 20 

years of operations. This includes direct revenues for the space and applications industries, and 

indirect benefits for society such as more effective transport systems or more effective rescue 

operations. 

 

Copernicus is a user-driven European Earth observation and monitoring programme. In 2018, 

which unfortunately saw natural disasters in many countries, Copernicus has again shown its 

exceptional usefulness by providing accurate maps that allow for a rapid assessment of the 

damage and planning of rescue operations. 

 

Chair, the EU is strengthening its strategic autonomy and increasing global cooperation on space, 

in particular through Galileo and Copernicus and our space programmes also contribute to our 

foreign policy, helping us take better informed and swifter decisions. 

 

Chair, the EU supports the continuous discussions of guidelines, space norms and regulations at 

the United Nations. We reiterate that the United Nations Charter, UN Treaties on outer space and 

five UNGA sets of principles, as well as other related documents and resolutions adopted by the 

UNGA, constitute the cornerstone of international space law. As a responsible space actor, the EU 

is exploring the possibility for its accession to the relevant UN Treaties on Outer Space. 

 

We also reiterate that UNOOSA, COPUOS and its Subcommittees are unique international 

platforms for international cooperation in space, including on the development of international 

norms and standards regulating space activities. We think that COPUOS as a multilateral forum is 

essential for developing norms for enhancing the safety and sustainability of activities in outer 

space. In this respect: 

 We welcome the agreement on 21 guidelines for Long Term Sustainability of Outer Space 

Activities by the Working Group on the Long Term Sustainability of Outer Space. We 

encourage all members to report on their national implementation. 

 We also support a continued dialogue in COPUOS to better understand the concept of 

Space Traffic Management as well as the related guidelines, practices, standards or norms 

of behaviour, in particular for the safe and sustainable use of outer space.  

 We equally support the development of an international framework for the exploration, 

exploitation and utilisation of space resources within COPUOS. 

 We acknowledge, in particular, the Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the COPUOS as 

the pertinent international standard of conduct in this field in ensuring the safety and 

sustainability of space activities. New technologies of Space Surveillance and Tracking 

could play an important role in ensuring the sustainable use of space. 
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Chair, we underline the need to foster increased international cooperation, and to establish 

principles of responsible behaviour, and sustainability of space activities. Furthermore, we stress 

the need to strengthen commitments to avoid potentially harmful interference with the peaceful 

exploration and use of outer space, to facilitate equitable access to outer space, and to increase 

transparency of outer space activities. 

 

This would contribute to responsible behaviour and constitute a transparency and confidence 

building measure in outer space by creating, for example, procedures for notification of 

operations, such as scheduled manoeuvres, that could pose a risk to life or property on the ground 

or to the safety of flight of the space objects of other States.  

 

We also support a political commitment not to undertake activities detrimental to the safety, 

security and sustainability of outer-space activities, such as intentional destructions of space 

objects that would generate long lived debris. 

 

Against this background, we underline the achievements on the Long Term Sustainability 

Guidelines as well as the importance of continuing an appropriate process within COPUOS 

regarding the safe and sustainable use of outer space. 

 

Finally Chair, we believe that there would be value in agreeing a non-legally binding instrument, 

potentially to be negotiated within the framework of the UN, as a way to deliver these objectives. 

This instrument would take care not to duplicate the work by COPUOS as the UN’s mandated 

norm creating body for the peaceful use of outer space and to respect its role in the further 

development of the legal regime governing space activities. Such a voluntary instrument would 

build upon the COPUOS achievements on the Long Term Sustainability Guidelines and would be 

complementary to these Guidelines. 

Thank you Chair 

 
 

__________________________ 


