
 

 

 

 

 

2nd ASEAN-EU Policy Dialogue on Human Rights  
29 November 2017, Bohol, Philippines 

 

On the 29th of November 2017, the European Union (EU) and the ASEAN 
Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) held the 2nd ASEAN-EU 
Policy Dialogue on Human Rights, in Bohol in the Philippines. The meeting was hosted 
by AICHR and followed the 1st EU-ASEAN dialogue held in October 2015 in Brussels. 

The dialogue was co-chaired on the ASEAN side by H.E. Leo Herrera-Lim, Chair of 
AICHR, and on the EU side by Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special Representative for 
Human Rights.  

Also participating in the dialogue were the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and 
Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC), the ASEAN Committee on 
Women (ACW), the ASEAN Committee on the Implementation of the ASEAN 
Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers (ACMW) 
and the ASEAN Secretariat (ASEC). Consultations with civil society organisations took 
place ahead of the dialogue in Brussels and in Bohol.  

The second Policy Dialogue on Human Rights was held in an open and constructive 
atmosphere. The two sides expressed their commitment to the promotion and 
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms contained in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the international human rights instruments to which 
ASEAN Member States are parties, as well as the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration 
and other human rights related regional instruments. They exchanged views about 
recent developments in human rights in ASEAN and in the EU.  

Topics addressed during the Policy Dialogue included trafficking in persons, achieving 
gender equality and empowering all women and girls, sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, rights of the child, rights of migrant workers, business and human rights / 
corporate social responsibility, as well as rights of persons with disabilities.  

The EU and AICHR agreed to continue their cooperation and identified specific areas 
where the EU and ASEAN would work more closely together, including trafficking in 
persons, business and human rights as well as women’s and children’s rights and the 
rights of migrant workers, and the right to development. They agreed to explore to 
holding their next dialogue in 2018.  


