E U - K Y R G Y Z R E P U B L I C R E L AT I O N S
The European Union and the Kyrgyz Republic
have been par tners since the countr y ’s
independence in 1991, increa sing their
cooperation and areas of interaction yearon-year. The Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement (PCA), in force since 1999, outlines
three main pillars of cooperation: political
dialogue, economic relations and cooperation in a
variety of sectors, such as social, finance, science,
technology and culture. The EU and the Kyrgyz
Republic are currently negotiating a modernised,
comprehensive bilateral agreement, which will
replace the PCA.
At the regional level, the Kyrgyz Republic is
one of the European Union’s partners within
the European Union and Central Asia Strategy,
which outlines the overall cooperation objectives,
policy responses and priority fields for the EU’s
engagement in Central Asia.

EU-Kyrgyz political and
economic relations
The political dialogue element of the EU-Kyrgyz
Republic PCA aims at strengthening the links
between the Kyrgyz Republic, the EU and its
Member States.
Discussions take place on many levels, in
different formats and on different issues,
including:
◊ The Cooperation Council at ministerial
level, last held in March 2017; next meeting
will take place on 10 December 2018.
◊ Cooperation Committee at senior official
level, last held in June 2018;
◊ Subcommittee on Trade and Investment;
Subcommittee on Development

Cooperation, last held in February 2018;
◊ Human Rights Dialogue, last held in June
2018;
◊ Parliamentary Cooperation Committee.
Three EU-Central Asia initiatives supported by
regional projects aim at enhancing cooperation
on common issues: the rule of law; education;
environment and water cooperation; private
sector development.
In 2017, total EU-Kyrgyz trade amounted to €459
million. The Kyrgyz Republic has been a member
of the WTO since 1998. In 2016, the European Union
granted Kyrgyzstan GSP+ status. This opened up
new potential for economic relations between
the two partners and offers opportunities for
Kyrgyzstan to increase and diversify its exports
and to strengthen its economy. The GSP+ scheme
offers Kyrgyzstan zero customs duties on over
6,200 EU tariff lines. In exchange, Kyrgyzstan has
committed to the effective implementation of
27 core international conventions on human and
labour rights, environmental protection and good
governance.

The EU and the Kyrgyz Republic:
Partnership for Development
The European Union is one of the main
donors in the Kyrg y z Republic. For the
timeframe 2014-2020, the EU has allocated
€174 million of bilateral aid to the Kyrgyz Republic
in grants in the framework of the Development
Cooperation Instrument. This aid is primarily
directed at three focal sectors and support
measures: integrated rural development,
education and the rule of law.
Additionally, the EU is allocating €255 million
to regional cooperation projects in Central Asia
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