
 
 

 

 

 

 

Accra, 30th of June 2021 

SUSTAINABLE COCOA DIALOGUE - GHANA 

HIGH-EVEL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE COCOA IN GHANA 

The Delegation of the European Union (EU) to Ghana, in partnership with the Ghanaian authorities, 

organised a High-level Conference on Sustainable Cocoa in Ghana on 30 June 2021 in Accra, Ghana. 

The conference brought together various stakeholders to take stock of the four national dialogues 

previously held in the country. Following a first round of discussions, the event aimed at drawing 

conclusions on the way forward to ensure the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the 

sector.. 

Opening remarks 

Opening remarks were delivered via a video recording from Mrs. Jutta Urpilainen, EU Commissioner 

for International Partnerships, who attempted to take stock of the discussions that have been held so 

far and to draw conclusions on the way forward. She began by reiterating the EU’s commitment to all 

three pillars of sustainable development: economy, society and environment. She noted that child labour 

and deforestation have no place in sustainable development and that cocoa farmers deserve to earn a 

decent living income from their activities. Prices and sustainable practices, she repeated, are two sides 

of the same coin. Secondly, she mentioned upcoming EU regulation on imported commodities, which 

could present an opportunity for cocoa producing countries to have a sustainable product which also 

ensures a decent living income. The EU objective is not to impose standards unilaterally but to come 

together, in a spirit of partnership, to an agreement that benefits all stakeholders. Lastly, she offered EU 

support, noting that the lessons learned from the Brussels-based Cocoa Talks and the Ghana National 

Dialogue are being fed into EU development programming for the next seven years difference. These 

efforts, she concluded, will produce win-win solutions for all, including (most importantly) cocoa 

farmers themselves. 

Hon. Samuel Jinapor, Minister for Lands and Natural Resources of the Republic of Ghana made 

opening remarks on behalf of President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, who was unable to attend 

the meeting. He began by emphasizing the importance of cocoa to the economic and social development 

of Ghana. He then observed that the industry does face some challenges, including the impact of illegal 

mining in cocoa-farming areas, which has led to the invasion of cocoa farms and the degradation of 

soils with substances like cyanide and mercury. The Government of Ghana, he declared, is committed 

to tackling these challenges and ensuring that the industry is sustainable, respects the environment and 

continues to contribute to the social and economic development of the country. In particular, he 

acknowledged the introduction of some interventions to address the sector issues including the Green 

Ghana Project which fight illegal mining. 

  



 
 

 

National Dialogue Conclusions 

Mr. Viwanou Gnassounou, Former Assistant Secretary-General at the Africa, Caribbean, Pacific 

Group of States (now OACPS), was the moderator of the session, tasked with summarising the 

conclusions of the round-table discussions that had taken under the Ghanaian National Dialogue on 

Sustainable Cocoa over the preceding three months. He reminded participants that the principle aims of 

the dialogue was to build trust among stakeholders, to ensure that farmers can be gainfully remunerated 

for their work, and to respond to the concerns of consumers regarding the sustainability of their 

chocolate. He also provided an overview of the all the events that had been held to date: 

Event Date Topic 

Launch event 11th of March 2021 Launch of the national dialogue on sustainable cocoa in Ghana 

Roundtable 1 15th of April 2021 Roundtable on traceability, transparency and accountability with regards 

to child labour 

Roundtable 2 14th of May 2021 Roundtable discussion on traceability, transparency and accountability 

with regards to deforestation 

Roundtable 3 10th of June 2021 Multistakeholder coordination towards a sustainable cocoa sector 

He noted that these sessions were organized around the three standard pillars of sustainability: economic 

(with a focus on farmer poverty); social (with a focus on child labour); and environmental (with a focus 

on deforestation and forest degradation).  

He further observed that Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana’s joint initiative to charge a Living Income 

Differential of US$400 per tonne on cocoa exports, as a means of raising farmer incomes, was the 

starting point of the whole dialogue. In this regard, he noted a consensus among different participants 

in the round-table discussions on the need for a living income for farmers. He cited the Chief Executive 

of the COCOBOD, who declared in the launch event (11.03.21) that “small-holders should produce 

cocoa responsibly, but in return they should be entitled to remunerative prices”, and the representative 

of WCF, who conveyed the industry’s commitment to paying the Living Income Differential over and 

above voluntary premiums for sustainable cocoa. He also recapped some of the recommendations that 

were made by Michel Arrion, Executive Director of the ICCO, who called for “higher international 

prices that reflect the true cost of cocoa production, including social and environmental externalities”, 

before urging stakeholders to “work on both sides of the supply-demand equation”, eliminating 

structural surpluses through supply management systems and developing new markets for cocoa and 

chocolate products in Asia and in Origin countries themselves. 

On the topic of child labour, Mr Gnassounou recalled, the discussions centred around the root causes 

of child labour, on the one hand, and child labour monitoring and remediation systems (CLMRs), on 

the other. He provided a quick overview of existing laws, strategies, programmes in Ghana, including 

poverty alleviation schemes, social programmes, education services and agricultural extension services. 

He then summarised some of the child labour monitoring schemes that exist in the country, including 

both the national system (Child Labour Monitoring System) and the various voluntary systems that exist 

across the country. Lastly, he pointed out some of the emerging instruments that are being developed 

to tackle the issue: the African Regional Standard on Sustainable Cocoa, the COCOBOD’s Cocoa 

Management System, and the Child Labour Free Zones that are being piloted in Ghana.  

On the topic of deforestation, Mr Gnassounou summarised some of the challenges in the fight against 

cocoa-driven deforestation in Ghana. In Ghana, he noted, there is a distinction between deforestation 

that takes place in reserved forests and that which takes place “off-reserve”. However, upcoming EU 

legislation will tackle all kinds of deforestation, both legal and illegal, so there is a need to take this into 

consideration. He also highlighted some of the difficulties associated with evicting farmers from forest 

reserves and the possible role of agroforestry in the transition towards sustainable cocoa production. He 

grouped the recommendations that emerged from the round-table on deforestation into two main 

groups: one on the creation of a robust, transparent, accountable and inclusive National Forest 



 
 

 

Monitoring System (NFMS) with both a human and a satellite component to it; the other on the need 

for a system to ensure physical traceability of cocoa.  

On the topic of coordination, Mr Gnassounou emphasized that there is a proliferation of different 

initiatives, undertaken by different actors, which makes it difficult to pursue a coherent strategy towards 

sustainable cocoa value chains. He cited Owusu Afriyie Akoto, Minister of Food and Agriculture of the 

Republic of Ghana, who deplored the “multiplicity of interventions by different stakeholders [that] have 

led to duplication of efforts, farmer fatigue, lack of scale and low return on investment”. He also 

reminded the participants that, in the same meeting, Honourable Joseph Aidoo, Chief Executive of the 

COCOBOD, proposed the creation of a Ghana Cocoa Monitor with an oversight Steering Committee 

composed of all relevant stakeholders. 

Mr Gnassounou ended by listing some of the thematic areas in which the EU could provide some 

support through its international cooperation instruments: living income, standards (including 

implementation of ARS 1000); monitoring of deforestation and child labour; cocoa traceability systems; 

compliance with EU legislation; sustainable production practices (agroforestry); and continued multi-

stakeholder dialogue. He congratulated the EU for organising the dialogue and urged participants to 

take advantage of the process to ensure that producing countries are able to adapt to upcoming EU 

legislation and to successfully make the transition towards sustainable cocoa production.  

Government of Ghana: remarks on the dialogue 

Hon. Ignatius Baffour Awuah, Minister of Employment and Labour Relations of Ghana, 

reminded the participants that, under Ghanaian laws, children aged up to fifteen years old are not 

supposed to work. Children aged 13 to 15 can engage in what is called “light work”, which ought to be 

supervised. From age 15 to age 18, children can work, but are not supposed to do so under hazardous 

conditions. The definition of “hazardous work” has always been very debatable, he continued, noting 

that most activities within the agricultural sector, especially at the production level, are classified as 

hazardous. If children below the age of 18 are prohibited from engaging in agricultural labour on the 

grounds that these activities are “hazardous”, he asked, at what stage can they be introduced to the 

farming profession? He went on to explain that there are only a few institutions in Ghana that provide 

training and education in the field of agriculture, and that most farmers inherited their knowledge 

through practice, following the example of their parents.  

Having made those remarks, the Minister acknowledged that the role of his Ministry is to make sure 

that child labour is eradicated, not just in the cocoa industry but in almost every aspect of human life. 

In this regard, he deplored the fact that certain programmes that seek to tackle the issue of child labour 

by targeting specific sectors, rather than taking a broad-based holistic approach. What happens if we 

succeed in removing all the children from the cocoa industry, he asked, only to find that the problem 

has moved to the mining or the fisheries sector? He insisted that his Ministry’s policy is to work towards 

an eradication of child labour across the board and to discourage the sectorial approach to child labour.  

The Minister then informed the audience that ninety-eight per cent (98%) of Ghanaian children attend 

school. From 2010 to the present day, the average distance that a child has to travel to get to school has 

decreased from 4.5 to 2.1 kilometres, meaning that children can more easily access education. Other 

programmes exist to ensure that children stay in school. This is not consistent with some of the estimates 

of child labour that have been publicized in the media. He insisted that the Ghanaian governments 

intends to use education as the main driver to get children off the farms and applauded recent successes 

in these efforts.  

The Minister concluded by reiterating Ghana’s commitment to eradicating child labour by 2025.  

  



 
 

 

Hon. Owusu Afriyie Akoto, Minister of Food and Agriculture of the Republic of Ghana, pointed 

out that the cocoa industry in Ghana has fallen from a position of privilege, 40-60 years, ago to become 

one of the poorest industries in the country. This is what lies behind the historical collaboration between 

the governments of Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire, with the agreement of the industry, to set up the Living 

Income Differential, an unprecedented event in the history of cocoa in West Africa. Farmers are at the 

heart of sustainability, the Minister continued, and if they are driven into poverty, the future of cocoa is 

in danger. The Minister also introduced the recently inaugurated Côte d’Ivoire-Ghana Sustainable 

Cocoa Initiative. As chairman of the steering committee of this new institution, the Minister informed 

the audience that the institution’s Charter has already been passed by the parliaments of the two 

countries, that its headquarters will be based in Accra, and that the first Executive Secretary will be 

Alex Assanvo, an Ivoirian national. This demonstrates the commitment of both governments to the 

sustainability of cocoa farming, he claimed. The Minister then returned to the topic of the Living Income 

Differential. He reminded the audience that the USD 400 premium was applied from the beginning of 

the 2020-21 harvesting season and was fully passed on to farmers. The Minister expressed the 

government’s intention to renew the Living Income Differential in coming seasons. He concluded by 

calling for the cooperation of all stakeholders, including the industry, to perpetuate the Living Income 

Differential, lamenting recent attempts to circumvent the arrangement.  

Panel discussion 

During the panel discussion, Hon. Joseph Boahen Aidoo, Chief Executive of the COCOBOD, 

attempted to clear up what he described as misunderstandings and misconceptions on the issue of 

sustainable cocoa production.  

On the topic of child labour, he drew a distinction between child labour and child work. He echoed the 

remarks from the Minister for Employment and Labour Relations, claiming that, if children between 

the age of ten and seventeen years old are not involved in cocoa farming, it will be impossible to raise 

the next generation of cocoa farmers. He put these remarks into context, noting that the average age of 

cocoa farmers in Ghana currently stands at fifty-five years. In light of this, he urged stakeholders from 

the Western world to re-examine their views of the “socialisation process” in Ghana, bearing in mind 

the cultural context. He also reemphasized the points made by the Minister for Employment and Labour 

Relations on the topic of education, and its role (together with flagship policies such as the Capitation 

Grant and the School Feeding Programme) as the main policy instrument in the struggle against child 

labour in Ghana. On the other hand, he declared, child exploitation and child slavery are criminal 

activities, and all stakeholders should take firm action to eliminate the problem.  

On the topic of deforestation, Hon. Aidoo began by noting that all countries that engage in agricultural 

activities are to varying extents guilty of deforestation. He insisted that any cocoa-driven deforestation 

in Ghana takes place “off-reserve”, outside the protected forest areas. By contrast, protected areas are 

under the governance of the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources and the Forestry Commission, 

and agricultural activities therein are considered criminal in nature. Furthermore, he argued, 

deforestation that takes place outside forest reserves is mostly driven by cultivation of grains. Cocoa is 

actually a driver of reforestation, since Ghanaian cocoa farmers predominantly employ ‘integrated 

agro-forestry’ practices on their cocoa plantations. Up to eighty per cent of the Ghanaian territory, he 

continued, could be reforested by increasing the production of cocoa in agro-forestry systems, in a 

manner that is consistent with the FAO definition of forests.  

Hon. Aidoo then turned to the topic of EU legislation. Ghanaian farmers are ‘already doing the right 

thing’, he declared. If they are being asked to make further efforts on the issues of deforestation and 

child labour, they need to be supported. Farmers are the fulcrum of cocoa supply, and it is reasonable 

for them to expect progress to be made on all three pillars of sustainability, including the economic one 



 
 

 

(which covers topics such as the living income). If farmers do not receive support, he claimed, there is 

a risk that farmers will sell their properties to illegal mining operations.  

To conclude, Hon. Aidoo called out current practices in the cocoa markets, whereby industry players 

are paying the LID on exports, but negotiating a discount on the ‘country differential’, effectively 

cancelling out the USD 400 Living Income Differential. He accused industry players of circumventing 

the LID, with the ultimate objective of eradicating it.  

H.E. Ron Strikker, Ambassador of the Netherlands to Ghana, began by applauding the dialogue 

itself, which has been a meaningful one. He emphasized the importance of exchanging views, especially 

in a sector that is so complex and made up of so many different players, each with their own opinion 

on the seriousness of certain issues. He also observed that the stakes are higher today, due to the EU’s 

intention to apply a due diligence obligation on companies that import certain commodities. The bar is 

higher for cocoa producers, he stated, not because there are new requirements, but because the EU will 

now take over the responsibility of ensuring that consumers’ expectations are met. He called on all 

stakeholders to ‘raise the floor’ in response, by producing sustainable cocoa which fetches a good price, 

and which is free from deforestation and child labour. On the way forward, the ambassador endorsed 

the idea of creating a new coordination platform or mechanism, to ensure that stakeholders are able to 

maintain a shared vision for the future. He urged participants not to lose the momentum that has been 

built so far. H.E. Ron Strikker suggested to blend the proposed coordination mechanism presented by 

the Government of Ghana and the Ghanaian civil society partners to continue the dialogue process and 

establish it as a permanent platform in the coming months. He concluded by reaffirming that all actors 

along the supply chain, from the farmer to the chocolate consumer, have an interest in ensuring a smooth 

and constant supply of sustainable cocoa and chocolate products, and that this should be the driving 

force moving forwards.  

Mr. Alex Arnaud Assanvo, Executive Secretary Cote d’Ivoire-Ghana Cocoa Initiative, introduced 

his remarks by explaining that the discussions taking place within the framework of the Ghana National 

Dialogue on Sustainable are also of interest to Côte d’Ivoire and to other cocoa producers such as 

Cameroon, Nigeria, Togo and Benin. The Côte d’Ivoire-Ghana Initiative he explained, was created in 

response to the express wish of the Presidents of Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana, and their ambition to join 

forces and shape a common agenda. He expressed his hope that other countries will join in the near or 

long-term future.  

Mr Assanvo also observed that a consensus seems to have emerged among all stakeholders around the 

issue of living income. However, he regretted the fact that there has been less conversation about the 

practical means of delivering incentives to farmers. He called on chocolate companies, consumers and 

consuming-country governments to deliver on living income to farmers, if they to expect the sector to 

address human rights and environmental impacts. Unfortunately, he remarked, most stakeholders do 

not even know the true price of cocoa, and one cannot even be sure that farmers are earning at enough 

to cover their costs of production.  

It is no longer feasible to buy, sell, and hedge cocoa around the world, Mr Assanvo claimed, without 

paying any attention to where the material is coming from and under what conditions it was produced. 

The largest chocolate companies now have comprehensive sustainability goals, but others lag behind. 

Regulation is needed, to guarantee that all stakeholders are all aligned on the approach.  

Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana have led the way, he continued, by proposing a mechanism to deliver an 

increase in farmer incomes, and by creating the tools needed to ensure proper monitoring of issues 

related to child labour and deforestation, and to improve the traceability of cocoa, such as the recent 

Ivoirian census of cocoa farms, the Ghanaian Cocoa Management System, and the African Regional 

Standard on Sustainable Cocoa. However, the market has responded to the Living Income Differential 

in a way that threatens the key economic pillar of sustainability. It is time for the European Union to do 



 
 

 

its part, by creating the enabling environment that is needed to foster the import of sustainable cocoa. 

Stakeholders must also do what they can to prevent leakage, whereby buyers divert to other Origins 

because Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana have become ‘too expensive’.  

As the head of the Secretariat of the Côte d’Ivoire-Ghana Initiative, Mr Assanvo announced that he is 

holding discussions with industry to deliver a ‘quick win’ on living income for cocoa farmers. In this 

context, he called on all actors to abandon “business as usual”, to have an open mind on the way the 

market functions, and to search for pragmatic solutions. 

Mr. Chris Vincent, Acting President, World Cocoa Foundation (WCF) expressed the industry’s 

support for the dialogue process and its willingness to engage multi stakeholder coordination to achieve 

the long-term goal of a sustainable and thriving cocoa sector. He then outlined the three critical building 

blocks required to achieve this goal: 

 Efficient and effective regulatory frameworks which set clear standards for due diligence and 

incorporate initiatives in both producing countries – such as the African Regional Standard – 

and in EU member states. These must establish a level playing field for all international and 

national actors. 

 Strong public private partnerships to catalyse collective voluntary action in a shared strategy 

and to mobilize critical knowledge, innovation and investment from all partners. 

 Increased aid trade flows from multilateral partners, to promote an enabling policy and business 

environment and to ensure that solutions are delivered at the necessary scale with full 

accountability and transparency. 

He then called for a holistic plan for sustainable cocoa, captured in partnership agreements between all 

public and private stakeholders, including key performance indicators. For these agreements to work 

and for the upcoming European legislation to be truly effective, he continued, there is a need for 

financial and technical support for structural change in the areas where cocoa farming takes place. 

Although producing country governments need to be in the lead, the EU has a crucial role to play in 

providing support and acting as an enabler. 

Mr Vincent then presented the industry’s pathway to sustainable cocoa with actions and targets in three 

focus areas, which aims to achieve the ultimate objective of a thriving and sustainable cocoa sector 

where farmers prosper, communities are empowered, and the planet is healthy.   

 Prosperous farmers: The industry strongly embraces the goal of ensuring that farmers prosper. 

Companies are providing premium payments for certified and or verified sustainable cocoa and 

support the Living Income Differential. There are, however, a number of other areas that are 

fundamental to achieving this objective. These include upscaling the implementation of farm 

development plans, by providing technical and agricultural inputs to improve yields rehabilitate 

cocoa farmland and identify alternative livelihoods for those cocoa farmers that are unable to 

earn a living income from cocoa alone. He called for stakeholders to seek greater income 

diversification, strengthen the adoption of good agricultural practises and climate smart 

agriculture, and enhance access to digital and financial services. Achieving a long-term increase 

in farmers income will also require strong coordination of national production policies and 

programmes, that ensure stable long term supply management consistent with global demand 

predictions.  

 Empowered communities: Companies recognise that child labour is a human rights issue and 

are determined to take additional measures to protect children in their supply chains. However, 

companies alone cannot solve the problem, so industry players are committed to launching new 

partnerships to tackle the root causes of child labour. Getting and keeping children in school is 

one of the best ways to prevent child labour while investing in their futures. As the minister 

outlined, Ghana has made great progress in school enrolment in cocoa areas. Other efforts are 



 
 

 

also needed. Child Labour Monitoring Remediation Systems embed responsible risk 

management and human rights due diligence in the supply chain, in line with proposed EU 

legislation. Chocolate companies in the sector are increasing the coverage of their systems and 

commit to 100% coverage by 2025 in their direct supply chains in Ghana. The EU could support 

the reinforcement of the connection between the private sector CLMRS and the national CLMS 

while also supporting the expansion of coverage of the CLMS. This will provide a stronger and 

integrated monitoring and referral system, which is the backbone of the fight against child 

labour to further reduce the risk of child labour. Industry is also supporting the Child Learning 

and Education Facility (CLEF) and the Early Learning and Nutrition Facility (ELAN). Finally 

under this pillar, to empower communities and promote gender equality and women's 

empowerment village, savings and loans associations have proven successful in providing 

women with access to finance and increasing their involvement in decision making on 

economic and social issues. 

 Healthy Planet. To end deforestation, the flagship Cocoa and Forests Initiative includes a Joint 

Framework for Action, signed by 37 leading cocoa and chocolate companies, as well as the 

governments of Ghana, Cote d'Ivoire and Colombia. Since the launch of the CFI, there has been 

concrete action and considerable progress on core commitments to protect and restore forest 

areas, promote sustainable cocoa and support community inclusion. In Ghana alone, CFI has 

resulted in the distribution of 5,000,000 forest trees to farmers, the establishment of 107.000 

hectares of cocoa agroforestry and, with the support of the seed production unit of the 

COCOBOD, the distribution of 21 million improved seedlings. The priorities for the future are 

the implementation of the Cocoa Management System (CMS) and the national satellite 

monitoring system, as well as increased company collaboration in landscape approaches. A 

renovated multi-stakeholder plan for investment is needed, to support the implementation of 

the new Forest Policy and to make progress towards the national goal of achieving 20% forest 

cover. There is also a need for better enforcement of national laws, including a farming-free 

policy in protected forests and national parks, as well as schemes to offer alternative livelihoods 

for farmers that are currently located in protected areas.  

Finally, on the topic of traceability, Mr Vincent highlighted the development of the national traceability 

system – CMS – led by the Ghana COCOBOD with the collaboration of WCF. Good progress has been 

made with all parties working together to achieve a common objective, he said, but there is still a way 

to go, and additional funding could move things forward.  

To conclude, Mr Vincent called on future initiatives to focus on improving the enabling environment, 

achieving sector-wide traceability and transparency, implementing strong agricultural policies 

including better coordination of national production targets and global demand for cocoa, supporting 

farmer entrepreneurship through farmer aggregation and capacity-building for farmer organisations, 

supporting the enforcement of national laws and policies addressing environmental and human rights 

protection, and ensuring the implementation of the African Regional Standard in a way that aligns with 

the EU regulatory framework on environmental and human rights due diligence.  

Mrs. Sandra Kwabea Sarkwah, Chairperson, Ghana Civil Society Cocoa Platform, reiterated the 

points made by the Minister for Agriculture, noting that there are very few children in the cocoa sector 

who would like to inherit their parents’ business. As a civil society group, she explained, the Ghana 

Civil Society Platform considers that all issues are interrelated, but living income is the most critical 

area and needs to be tackled first, as a ‘cross-cutting’ problem that also has an impact on the other two 

dimensions of sustainability. She pledged civil society’s support for the government in the 

implementation of pricing policies such as the living income differential, offering to provide evidence 

from the field, to work closely with farmers and with companies, and to bring out the issues. She also 

applauded the establishment of the new Secretariat of the Côte d’Ivoire-Ghana Initiative. Returning to 

the issue of farmer remuneration, Mr Sarkwah explained that higher prices allow farmers to do more on 



 
 

 

the little land that they have, which make it less likely that they will make incursions into forested lands 

and to cause deforestation. This is also connected to the cost of making the transition to agroforestry 

practices. Turning to EU regulations, Ms Sarkwah called on stakeholders to ensure that any new 

requirements do not place an excessive burden on the farmer and to bear the farmers in mind at all 

times. She reminded the participants that, without the farmer, it will be impossible to bring about a 

sustainable cocoa sector. Lastly, Ms Sarkwah called for continued dialogue and engagement, and stated 

her conviction that the EU cocoa talks are only the beginning of a discussion that needs to continue for 

a long time going forward.  

Cocoa Farmers Organisation, Mrs. Leticia Yankey, Founder Cocoa Mmaa, asserted that farmers 

are ready to produce cocoa sustainably. However, problems around child labour and deforestation will 

continue, and farmers might even abandon cocoa farming activities, unless a solution can be found to 

the root issue of farmer poverty. She supported the remarks of Mr Aidoo, pleading on stakeholders to 

ensure that children can continue to learn the profession of farming and to help their parents on the 

farm, as a means of securing their future. She does not categorise as child labour when children are 

helping after school hours. Teaching children her profession is part of her culture. A 12 years old child 

raised in cocoa community knows how to harvest cocoa as opposed to a 25 years old adult from the 

city. Ms Yankey then called for an improvement in living income, noting that the USD 400 Living 

Income Differential is not enough. She brought up the issue of ‘galamsey’, noting that illegal miners 

are actually competing with cocoa farmers for labour. Cocoa farming needs to become more attractive, 

and farmers need to be incentivised to embrace sustainability practices. Yield increases are not sufficient 

either, she explained, as farmers continue to be in debt at the end of the harvesting season and are unable 

to access affordable finance. A significant increase in revenue is needed to cover the cost of sustainable 

cocoa production and deliver premium quality. She also complained that farmers have been offered a 

Living Income Differential, on top of voluntary sustainability premiums, only to find that they are 

unable to sell their cocoa to the Licensed Buying Companies during the harvest season. She expressed 

her suspicion that companies are trying to purchase cocoa from other sources and her fear that this could 

actually jeopardize the sustainable production of cocoa. She ended by stating that farmers should be 

sufficiently paid for the efforts they put in to supplying cocoa, as a basic precondition for farmers to 

embrace all the interventions that are being put in place to promote the transition towards sustainable 

cocoa production. Those who call for sustainable cocoa production, she insisted, should offer a living 

income, a reasonable price, inputs, schools, drinking water and health facilities, as a means of 

motivating farmers.  

Panel Discussion and Wrap-Up 

Mr. Michel Arrion, Executive Director, International Cocoa Organization (ICCO), attempted to 

wrap up the panel discussion by summarising the main points that were made by the various speakers. 

He began by informing the audience that 40 years ago, in the ‘70s and early ‘80s, cocoa beans were 

traded at about $8000 in constant dollars, meaning that the price of cocoa has been divided by four. He 

noted that almost all speakers or panellists explicitly or implicitly referred to the issue of prices and 

highlighted this as one of the key take-aways from the event.  

He cited the opening remarks from the EU Commissioner, who encouraged participants to see the 

upcoming EU legislation as an opportunity and offered support for the transition towards sustainable 

production practices. Mr Arrion asked participants to reflect on the practical implications of these 

remarks. Support could mean technical assistance and development finance, he acknowledged, but it 

could also mean much more. How can the EU contribute to the whole discussion around prices, he 

asked, and encourage companies that import cocoa into the EU to pay a different price for sustainable 

cocoa?  



 
 

 

In response to the remarks from Mr Aidoo, Mr Arrion reiterated the point that discussions cannot 

repeatedly circle around the issues of child labour and deforestation, without touching on the problem 

of living income. He applauded the fact that living income is now being referenced explicitly in most 

agendas but insisted that it should be the first point on any agenda, and not the third or fourth. To support 

his argument, he repeated that the root causes of child labour and deforestation are linked to poverty, 

that poverty is linked to income, and that income is linked to cocoa prices. Mr Arrion also picked up 

Mr Aidoo’s point about the Living Income Differential (LID), repeating that one cannot say one is in 

favour of the LID, while simultaneously clawing back the amount by renegotiating the country 

differential.   

In response to Mr Stricker’s remarks about ‘raising the floor’, Mr Arrion once again made the link with 

prices and the ‘floor price’ for cocoa that informed the development of the LID. He agreed with the 

Dutch ambassador that it is important not to lose momentum and to move on quickly to the 

implementation phase.  

Mr Arrion then picked up on the remarks made by Alex Assanvo, who insisted on the importance of 

quick wins. We cannot wait until the EU regulation comes into force, Mr Arrion explained, since this 

could take up to one year to be published and another one or two more years before it comes into force. 

He also repeated Mr Assanvo’s point about extending the bilateral arrangement between Ghana and 

Côte d’Ivoire to other producing countries. When we say that all stakeholders must be around the table, 

he remarked, this should also be valid for the other producing countries.  

With reference to the speech by Mr. Chris Vincent, from the World Cocoa Foundation, Mr Arrion 

emphasized the importance of aligning the African Regional Standard on Sustainable Cocoa with the 

upcoming EU legislation and of ensuring that traceability systems are in place, so that Ghana can 

convincingly demonstrate that it meets the new requirements. He also echoed Mr. Vincent’s call to 

establish national production targets, noting that ICCO members are currently discussing the idea of 

supply management within the framework of the ICCO, and exploring ways of providing a long term 

perspective to all stakeholders, including industry, on how much cocoa will be put on the market. Lastly, 

Mr Arrion underlined the fact that supply management may in fact be one of the only ways to get to 

grips with the issue of international prices.  

 

Closing remarks 

In her closing remarks, Hon. Diana Acconcia, the Ambassador of the European Union to Ghana, 

informed participants that the result of the day’s session would be fed into the Cocoa Talks that are 

taking place in Brussels. In this regard, the event should not be seen as a closure but as the beginning 

of a new phase, which will include continued dialogue and the further development of the legislative 

process in Brussels. She highlighted, in particular, the consensus that emerged during the dialogue 

process on the need to create a coordination platform to accompany the process of transition towards 

sustainable cocoa production. She concluded by thanking all participants in the national dialogue over 

the past few months and expressing her wish for sustainable and mutually advantageous trade in cocoa 

between the European Union and Ghana. 


