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Opening Speech of Mr Pieter SMIDT VAN GELDER 

Acting Head of Delegation - EU Delegation to Ghana  

_______ 

Erasmus+ Event - Accra, 12th August 2021 

 

Dear students, 

 

“Building a future with the European Union”  

These words are spread on the ERASMUS+ banners and roll-ups all around you today. And indeed, 

I truly believe that the EU is giving you a wonderful opportunity to build your future. Undoubtedly, 

promising careers, but also a chance as acting citizens. It is not just about you. For sure, young and 

talented people like you will contribute to the future of Ghana and beyond.  

 

By the way, today, it is the International Youth Day. A day celebrating youth potential and dynamism; 

their current and future contribution for a better world. Young people are at the forefront of the 

mobilisation against climate change and in other environmental issues, such as plastic waste. They 

are also very active in other areas, such as gender equality or digital economy.  

 

An Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree is not only a diploma. It is a life experience! In Europe, 

you will be far from home; discovering other cultures, meeting different kinds of people, exchanging 

new ideas, etc. Be open to learn from others, and let them learn from you! 

 

As you probably know, Erasmus+ is a success story and has become the most celebrated European 

action. But, you may not know that the name ERASMUS comes from a Dutch philosopher and 

Christian scholar, born in Rotterdam in the middle of the 15th century. However, you will not be 

surprised to know that he travelled and studied a lot.  
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ERASMUS was famous for being critical of worldly authorities, religious authorities, teaching 

institutions, dogmatists, but he was also tolerant regarding people’s beliefs and religious practices. It 

is probably why he was named as the "Prince of the Humanists".  

 

One lesson we could learn from him is to keep a critical attitude. Be critical of yourself and of your 

surroundings, especially from those who claim to have the only one and unique truth. Try to become 

better and challenge others. But be tolerant as well because life is not simple. We live in a complex 

world, so be careful of not having a binary view and beware of people who do so.   

 

ERASMUS – the philosopher – believed in the freewill, and defended his independence of mind and 

freedom of movement. He has shown us that we should be courageous to speak out against injustice 

and support freedom. Listen to your heart… and your head. Stand-up for your rights but also for those 

who are more vulnerable.  

 

Studying is a chance and not everybody has the capabilities or the resources to do so. Hence, those 

who do or have done studies have special responsibilities. You can associate this principle to Peter 

Parker – alias Spiderman – "With great power comes great responsibility"; actually inspired by the 

French revolution or even more older, back to the Antiquity: into the Bible or the Sword of Damocles. 

However, what I mean is that after graduation, you will not be more intelligent or having a better 

morale than others, nor more entitled to become politicians or entrepreneurs, but definitely, you will 

have special knowledge and competencies that you should use for you and to the benefit of others.   

 

On a lighter note, I would like to give you this special advice: Enjoy being in Europe! Build lifetime 

memories. Of course, be serious in your studies, but take also time for discovering your host cities 

and countries: places, food, people, etc. Discuss with other students, Europeans and non-Europeans. 

Sometimes, you will face challenges but you will probably overcome them.  
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Today, we are here to congratulate you. Indeed, you can be proud of yourselves since it has been a 

tough selection process, with so many applications. We are here to celebrate together your departure 

to Europe. But we are also here to give you advice for your stay in Europe and answering your 

questions as much as we can. I take this opportunity to thank alumni who have been able to join us 

and who will discuss with you in a moment. 

 

Despite the dreadful pandemic touching the word for more than a year now, I am confident you will 

have wonderful time in Europe. Be careful but be optimistic as well.  

THE FUTURE IS WHAT WE MAKE OF IT. 

 


