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Ruth Simsa is Professor of Sociology at the Department for 

Socioeconomics at WU Wien (Vienna University of Economics and 

Business). She is Editor-in-Chief of VOLUNTAS International Journal of 

Voluntary and Nonprofit Organisations and until 2018 was scientific 

director of WU’s Competence Centre for Nonprofit Organisations and 

Social Entrepreneurship. Her research focuses on civil society, nonprofit 

organisations and social movement organisations.  

Edith Archambault academic career was mainly at the University Paris 

1 Panthéon-Sorbonne. She chaired the Lab of Social Economy and was the 

Dean of the Department of Economics. She is now professor emerita. Her 

research fields are national accounting, and the economics of associations, 

foundations and volunteering.  She was an associate of the Johns Hopkins 

International Comparison of the Non-profit Sector Programme. She was a 

founding member of the International Society for Third Sector Research.  

Viacheslav Bakhmin is an expert on philanthropy and civil society 

development in Russia and co-chair of the Moscow Helsinki Group and 

chairman of the Sakharov Centre. He served as the Head of the International 

Humanitarian and Cultural Cooperation Directorate in the Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs from 1991 to 1995. He was Executive Director of the Open 

Society Institute (OSI) in Russia between 1995 and 2003.  He also worked 

as a manager of the Swiss Human Rights programme and as a consultant for 

the Ford Foundation and the C.S. Mott Foundation.  

Brian Harvey is an independent social researcher working in the fields 

of poverty, social exclusion, equality, community development, human 

rights, the world of non-governmental organisations and European 

integration.  He is based in Dublin and works for voluntary and community 

organisations, government agencies, inter-governmental bodies and trusts 

and foundations in both parts of Ireland, Britain and continental Europe.  

Nick Acheson is a retired professional and academic. He was Visiting 

Research Fellow at the Centre for Social Innovation, Trinity College Dublin 

from 2015 to 2020 and lectured in Social Policy at Ulster University from 

1997 to 2015. He served as co-editor of the scholarly journal, Voluntary 

Sector Review, an International Journal of Third Sector Research, Policy 

and Practice from 2015 to 2018. He is currently a member of the research 

team for a UK national research project on mobilising voluntary action in 

the time of COVID-19.  

 


