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On 24 March 2020, the first case of the coronavirus was reported in Libya; as of 1 March 2021, 
Libya has reported over 1,800 deaths - the second highest numbers in the North Africa region, 
after Tunisia and before Morocco. However, the country’s weak mortality surveillance system, 
combined with low testing in wide parts of the country, may mean this number is severely 
under-reported. Against a backdrop of stock out and severe shortages of many medical 
products, including for COVID-19, the Government, with the support of WHO, UNICEF and 
IOM, has published the National Deployment and Vaccination Plan for COVID-19 while also 
taking steps to have better data and catch up with the immense difficulties of facing a taking steps to have better data and catch up with the immense difficulties of facing a 
pandemic with a disrupted and under-resourced health system.

In June 2020, the European Union approved a new programme to support Libya in 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is implemented by the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the  United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). The programme aims to assist Libyan authorities and health institutions in 
preventing the spread of COVID-19 and reducing avoidable morbidity and mortality. WHO, 
UNICEF and IOM will work closely with the Libyan authorities to address related challenges 
as well as assist the vulnerable population of Libya, including conflict-affected communities, 
internally displaced persons and migrants with protection and life-saving support. The internally displaced persons and migrants with protection and life-saving support. The 
programme is expected to benefit over 1 million people directly and around 4.5 million 
people indirectly.

Key facts & figures:

- Budget: €20 million
- Overall objective: preventing the spread of COVID-19 and reducing avoidable morbidity 
and mortality through assistance to the Libyan government, health care providers, 
community representatives and civil society organizations
- Duration: 2020 to 2022



Activities:

1) Support to the Libyan government in the coordination, planning and monitoring of 
COVID-19 response
-Advice to health authorities and the health sector on the implementation of the national 
response plan to COVID-19

2) Risk communication and community engagement
--Training for community health volunteers and community leaders, hygiene and risk 
awareness campaigns, dissemination of awareness raising material for different target 
groups including vulnerable groups and children, with a reach of approximately 4.6 
million people across Libya

3) Surveillance, case investigation and contact tracing
-Provision of antigen tests and training for laboratory and medical staff on their utilization; 
surveillance support to NCDC

44) Health screenings related to travel, trade and points of entry
-Training of airport, seaport and crossing points personnel on hygiene protocol; health 
screening support examining cross-border travelers for COVID-19 symptoms; 
development of a public health emergency plan for points of entry

5) Diagnostics and testing
-Training and provision of personal protection equipment for NCDC rapid response teams; 
provision of laboratory equipment and supplies

66) Infection prevention and control
-Provision of personal protection equipment, supplies for laboratory diagnostics, infection 
prevention and control, and case management; training for exposed staff in public 
institutions, IDP camps, and detention centers; disinfection and cleaning activities at 
disembarkation points

7) Case management and therapeutics
--Support to mobile COVID-19 Case Management and Infection Prevention & Control 
teams, training for healthcare workers on COVID-19 Case Management and Infection 
Prevention & Control.

8) Operational support and logistics
-Transportation of COVID-19 testing equipment across the country, distribution of 
personal protection equipment, liquid oxygen and antigen based RDTs tests

9) Essential health systems and services
-Deployment of mobile medical teams to maintain essential health services in hard to -Deployment of mobile medical teams to maintain essential health services in hard to 
reach areas; primary health care consultations for particularly vulnerable groups; 
provision of essential maternal, newborn, and child healthcare supplies and equipment; 
support to immunization and the cold chain, contributing to COVID-19 vaccine readiness 

10)   Vaccination
--Support to the development of the National Deployment and Vaccination Plan, capacity 
building and training of health workers on COVID-19 vaccination; technical assistance for 
the introduction of the COVID-19 vaccine (national coordination mechanism  for the 
micro-planning of cold chain and vaccine management, training of staff, safety and quality 
assurance, waste management and demand creation, and completion of the 
Vaccine Introduction Readiness Assessment Tool) 


