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The European Union has provided a grant of €590,000 (RWF 510 million) to support four community 

radio stations in Rwanda. 

"Media are the focus of the EU's celebration of World Human Rights Day all this week in Rwanda.  

Tomorrow (14 December, Radisson Blu Hotel), the EU ambassadors in Kigali will host an event 

'Freedom of Expression and Media Transformation – Lessons learned from Europe and Africa'.  The 

EU believes that a free, diverse and independent media are essential in any society to promote and 

protect freedom of opinion, expression, human rights in general.  Community radio fills a niche often 

ignored by public and commercial radio.  It reaches all Rwandans, most can afford a radio, and it 

conforms to Rwanda's oral tradition.  Radio is the perfect medium for farmers, rural dwellers, 

businesses to discuss live on air topical issues that concern local communities: health, farming, 

poverty, schooling, gender inequality, for example.   

Community radio broadcast content should be in the hands of its listeners, and respond to what they 

wish to discuss.  It is not 'poor radio for poor people'!  Local radio is rich by virtue of its programming 

tailored exactly to what concerns communities.  This project, through the Huguka organisation, is 

about local governance, meaning, holding local leaders to account, live on air.  Without a free media, 

you cannot have an effective system of accountability.  Community radio informs citizens, and 

informs leaders.   

The project will help improve the management of community radio, improve content, and train 

journalists to report responsibly, and to investigate.  I appreciate that finance is a problem.  The four 

community stations in Rwanda run on slender budgets, staffed by many volunteers, without 

advertising revenues.  Yet they have a wide audience.  When I was interviewed on Radio Isangano a 

few months ago, phone calls came in from Burundi and DRC, as well as Rwanda.  Your reach crosses 

borders.  I intend to visit all four stations in 2017 to ensure that your listeners know what is the 

European Union, who we are, and why we have been present in Rwanda for over 30 years, providing 

support to all Rwandans, to improve prosperity, to partner them in their tremendous development, 

and to listen to the voice of citizens." 

 


