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The EU Delegation in Ghana and COCOBOD launch Sustainable Cocoa Dialogue 

Accra, 11 March 2021 

 

Sustainable Cocoa production is at the heart of a high-level meeting jointly organised by the 
COCOBOD and the European Union Delegation to Ghana on Thursday 11 March 2021. 

Today’s event is the first of a series. We will bring together all the partners involved in cocoa 
in Ghana. The aim is to discuss how cocoa can remain an important economic activity for 
Ghana, while at the same time ensuring its sustainability. Topics include environment 
protection (ensuring the sustainability of supply chains) and labour rights (living income for 
cocoa farmers and child labour). Those are key priorities for both the EU and Ghana. 

The Dialogue will also look at how development partners and the private sector can 
contribute to the development of the sector in the coming years. 

The dialogue will feed into a broader dialogue held in Europe together with Ghana and Côte 
d’Ivoire: the CocoaTalks, launched in September 2020 by the European Commission. The 
discussions hosted locally will be an opportunity to enrich the exchange by providing insights 
specific to Ghana. 

Ghana is the second producer of cocoa in the world. Cocoa is an important commodity, being 
the third export product of Ghana. It is by far the first agriproduct exported. Europe is the 
largest market for cocoa (valued at EUR 53 billion in 2019). Europe is the world’s largest 
chocolate producer, housing many of the world largest chocolate manufacturers, and 
Europeans are the first consumers of chocolate in the world. To quote the EU Ambassador to 
Ghana, H.E. D. Acconcia: “Cocoa is a key commodity for both Ghana and the EU. It should be 
a source of prosperity and sustainable development for our people. It is our shared 
responsibility to make this happen”. 

If managed correctly, cocoa can also contribute to roll back deforestation and restore 
degraded areas - as stated by the Chief Executive of the COCOCBOD, Hon. J. B. Aidoo “Cocoa 
can play a role in enhancing Ghana’s carbon stock”.  

To deepen the dialogue locally, three (3) thematic working groups will be organised in the 
months to come: on child labour, deforestation, and on the coordination of development 
assistance and finance in support of sustainable cocoa. 

To act now and support the sector, the European Union is putting in place a EUR 25 million 
programme in favour of Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana and Cameroon. The allocation to Ghana is EUR 
8 million. The support will focus on the local dialogue and the provision of technical assistance 
to (i) strengthen relevant institutional, legal and regulatory frameworks and (ii) empower the 
private sector – including farmers and cooperatives – to improve agricultural practices and 
comply with sustainability standards. 


