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European Film Festival launched online showcasing European movie culture
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Islamabad, 20 May 2020: The European Union has launched the European Film Festival for a
worldwide audience, including Pakistan. Unlike previous years when the festival included screenings,
panel discussions and workshops in several Pakistani cities, it takes place this year online. The audience
will be able to watch, free of charge, a selection of films until June 18™.

The Ambassador of the European Union to Pakistan, Androulla Kaminara explained: “We initially
hoped to screen a wide range of films in cinemas, universities and cultural centers across the country.
This was to showcase the diversity of European cinema, but more importantly to engage with a Pakistani
audience to discuss the stories behind the films and how these stories relate to their lives. Due to
Covid19, we had to move the festival online. But we hope it will be a teaser that trigger curiosity for
more. Because we hope to organize a real festival again, when the public health situation allows doing
so safely.”

The festival promotes European films that reflect the diverse cultures, languages and societies within,
but also outside of Europe. The films centre around artificial borders and preconceptions that separate
us despite the fundamental human traits that unite us. This topic remains more relevant than ever during
the Corona Virus, which has destroyed and disrupted many lives, but it has also sparked global solidarity
and cooperation across borders.

The selection includes a Finnish-Bulgarian biographical documentary about coping with childhood
traumas, a tragic comedy about a dog not respecting borders, a family drama about a young boy feeling
ashamed of his younger brother with down syndrome, an Austrian documentary exploring what the
footprint of humans will be once we are gone, and a documentary about the conspiracy theories
surrounding the death of the former UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold. In addition, short films
focus, among other topics, on climate change and its impact on lives across the globe - a topic highly
relevant for Pakistan, one of the worst effected countries.
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The European Film Festival is hosted simultaneously by EU Delegations around the world and
presented by the Goethe Institut, the Institut Francais, the Lux Film Prize and Cineuropa. The five
different feature length films and seven short films are available for the Pakistani audience until June
18th. However, only a limited number of virtual “seats” are available and will be available on a first
come, first served basis.

Follow the link below to gain access to the Online European Film Festival:

https://www.festivalscope.com/euffestival2020

For further details, please contact:

Saad Yusuf Mustafa
Press and Information Officer
Delegation of the European Union to Pakistan

Office: House 9, Street 88, G-6/3, Islamabad
Phone: +92 51 227 1828, Fax: +92 51 282 2604
Mobile: 0301-1011800
saad-yusuf.mustafa@eeas.europa.eu
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