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I. Background  

Attacks on health care are continuing despite growing awareness of the issue. Between 2018 and 2020, the 
Surveillance System for Attacks on Health Care (SSA)1 documented 2,149 reported attacks on health care 
across 17 countries and territories, causing 570 death and 1,821 injuries. An analysis of these reports has 
shown that (1) contextual changes and shifts in patterns of attacks are highly interlinked and (2) 
mainstreaming protection into emergency operations is necessary to prevent and protect against attacks.   

This year marks the 5th anniversary of the UNSC Resolution 2286 on the protection of health care in armed 
conflict, as well the 9th year of the adoption of the WHA resolution 65.20 on collecting and disseminating 
information of attacks on health care. Significant attempts have been made over the years both locally and 
globally to better understand the magnitude of the issue, and identify means to address it at all levels. Many 
countries and partners have implemented concrete measures to better protect health care from attacks and 
prevent against them. Nonetheless, continued attacks show that more needs to be done.  

To move forward with the protection of health care, in-depth reviews of the context in which attacks occur 
and an understanding of their drivers are needed. This requires understanding how the structure of health 
care delivery models may participate in triggering or inhibiting attacks, how emergency operations in 
humanitarian settings may have contributed to or exacerbated prevention and protection efforts, and how key 
stakeholders – including communities – play their part in mitigating and protecting against attacks. 

This event aims to stimulate a frank and open discussion around these issues. Panelists and participants will be 

invited to reflect on the achievements of the past few years and discuss what should be improved to better 

prevent and protect against attacks on health care. Operational aspects such as community engagement and 

integrating protection measures into programming will take a central role in these discussions.  

 

II. Objectives 

(a) Explore triggers and inhibitors of attacks on health care  

(b) Discuss means to integrate protection into health programs in emergencies 

(c) Identify concrete actions that can be taken by different stakeholders to better prevent and protect 

health care from attacks. 

 

III. Format 

The session will be co-hosted by Norway and WHO, and co-sponsored by Afghanistan, Cameroon, Canada, 
Central African Republic, European Union, New Zealand, Nigeria, Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine and Uruguay. The 
session will take place on 12th May at 4.30pm CEST (10.30am EST). Registered participants will have the 
opportunity to submit questions to panelists live and in the chat box. Please note that the link to access the 
session will only be shared with registered participants. 

Registration: please register here. 

For those who pre-registered, registration is not required. 

 
1 Surveillance System for Attacks on Health Care http://ssa.who.int 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwK3KpaeMCBH-_rf0laThxfFIUhT4zzC3gr0cMEcCssVFmHw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://ssa.who.int/

