
MEDIA REPORT

E U R O P E A N  U N I O N  
D E L E G A T I O N  T O  S I N G A P O R E

G A L A  D I N N E R  E V E N T  F O R  E U S F T A ’ S   E N T R Y
I N T O  F O R C E  O N  N O V  2 1
 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  P h i l  H o g a n ,  E U  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e  &  R u r a l
D e v e l o p m e n t  &   C o m m i s s i o n e r - D e s i g n a t e  f o r  T r a d e  i n  S i n g a p o r e



SUMMARY

Gala dinner announcing EUSFTA entry into force on 21 November 2019. Guests
of Honour: Commissioner Hogan  and Singapore’s Minister-in-charge of Trade
Relations Mr S. Iswaran
Meetings with key Singapore leaders including Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong

Key Events

 

E U R O P E A N  U N I O N  D E L E G A T I O N

T O  S I N G A P O R E  |  0 1

The EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development and Commissioner-designate
for Trade, Phil Hogan, was in Singapore on November 8th for several key bilateral meetings
as well as to announce the much-anticipated entry into force of the EU-Singapore Free
Trade Agreement (EUSFTA).  
 
The EUSFTA enters into force on 21st November 2019. This date was unveiled by Minister
Iswaran and Commissioner Hogan at an elegant evening gala dinner celebration attended by
over 250 distinguished guests. The dinner featured keynote speeches by Minister Iswaran
and Commissioner Hogan and a fire-side chat with both, moderated by Vikram Khanna,
Associate Editor of The Straits Times. 
 
In his comments to media, Mr Iswaran said, “The strong support for the agreement at the
Council reflects the EU and its Member States’ continued interest and commitment to
deepen economic relations with Singapore and companies based here.”
 
As the first FTA between the EU and an ASEAN country, "the EUSFTA will further
strengthen trade and investment links between our regions,” Minister Iswaran added. The
EU-SG commitment to enhance the long-standing and robust relationship through free and
open trade was also echoed by Commissioner Hogan.  
 
“I am happy to be here in Singapore to mark the historic adoption of the EU-Singapore FTA,”
Commissioner Hogan told media. “This agreement,” he said, “will enhance our bilateral
relationship, boost the EU's commitment to ASEAN, and is a sign of support for the rules
based international order.” He welcomed also the protection of Geographical Indications –
iconic food and drink names which represent rural intellectual property – in the agreement. 
 
Coverage for this visit and the dinner event was maximised through a targeted media pitch
led by the EU Delegation Press team. This included two exclusive media interviews – one
with Singapore's leading daily newspaper, The Straits Times, published today (13th
November 2019), and the second with leading television network Channel NewsAsia (to be
aired on 15th November 2019). It was covered in both Singapore and international media
platforms and networks. #EUSFTA was a trending topic on social media on 8th November.
 

 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/63292/eu-asia-security_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/63292/eu-asia-security_en
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Commissioner Hogan was received by Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Foreign Affairs
Minister Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, Minister for Trade and Industry, Mr Chan Chun Sing and Minister-in-
charge of Trade Relations, Mr S Iswaran at the various ministries before the gala dinner.
 
 

KEY MEETINGS



Commissioner Hogan did two exclusive one-on-one media interviews. The first with Vikram
Khanna, Associate Editor of The Straits Times - in which Commissioner addressed several hot-
button EU and trade issues ranging from Brexit, ties with the US as well as EU's evolving
relationship - appeared in the Opinion section of the leading daily on 13 November 2019:
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/the-eus-next-trade-czar
The second one with television network Channel NewsAsia airs on 15 November.
 
 

KEY MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS:

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS
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The announcement received exhaustive coverage in Singapore media. The story appeared in
multiple print and online publications including in the leading daily, The Straits Times; key business
daily, The Business Times; television, digital and radio networks run by media group MediaCorp as
well as in language publications such as Chinese daily Lianhe Zaobao. Here are some highlights:
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THE STRAITS TIMES
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THE BUSINESS TIMES
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CHANNEL NEWSASIA
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LIANHE ZAOBAO
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The news was also picked up by international publications beyond Singapore, including by
international news wire Bloomberg. Some highlights:
 

 

INTERNATIONAL: BLOOMBERG
 

MALAYSIA: MALAY MAIL AND FREE MALAYSIA TODAY
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HONG KONG: SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST
 

JAPAN: NNA ASIA
 

EUROPEAN PUBLICATIONS
 



SOCIAL MEDIA
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Prepared by:
Deepika Shetty, Press Officer, European Union in Singapore
Annette Lee, Trainee, Political, Press & Information Section

 

Channel News Asia: Commissioner Hogan In Conversation with Lin Xueling 
(Broadcast date: 15 November 2019)
 


