Letter of Intent
on
Research and Innovation Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology
between
the European Commission
and

the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences

The European Commission (hereinafter referred to as “the Commission"}, has
initiated the next EU Framework Programme for research and innovation called
“Horizon 2020” that will run from 2014 to 2020 and will focus on three distinct
priorities: 1) Excellent Science 2) Industrial Leadership and 3) Societal
Challenges including Societal Challenge 2 "Food security, sustainable agriculture
and forestry, marine, maritime and inland water research and the bioeconomy"”;

The Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences {hereinafter referred to as “the
CAAS"), has launched the Agricultural Science and Technology Innovation
Program (hereinafter referred to as “ASTIP”) which is a new funding programme
supported by the Chinese central government and is dedicated to supporting
long-term and interdisciplinary research, capacity building, research facilities
and infrastructure construction, and international cooperation over the next 13
years (from 2013 to 2025);

1. Under the framework of the EU-China Joint Steering Committee on Scientific
and Technology Cooperation, the Commission and the CAAS, inspired by their
common objectives to promote the progress in various disciplines of research
and innovation in the field of Food, Agriculture, and Biotechnologies (FAB) have
expressed their wish to closely collaborate to further implement the objectives
of the Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between the
European Community and the Government of the People’s Republic of China
signed in 1998. This collaboration is subject to the respective internal
objectives, functioning, policies and procedures of both sides.

2. The Commission and the CAAS acknowledge the existing framework for
research and innovation cooperation under the auspices of the work of the Task
Force on Food, Agriculture and Biotechnologies.

3. The Commission and the CAAS continue the promotion of research and
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innovation cooperation in the following areas of mutual interests:

3.1 Food related issues, including food processing and logistics, food
inspections and controls, traceability, sustainable consumption patterns, food
safety and nutrition information, quality standards, or any other areas which
contributes to ensuring food security and minimizing food waste;

3.2 Sustainable agriculture, including Integrated Pest Management and
biological control, organic and low-input farming systems (including standards
and quality controls), crop varieties development, water and soil management,
animal health (including zoonosis, vaccines), and welfare, livestock breeding,
environment friendly livestock production systems, and urban agriculture;

3.3 Biotechnologies, including new bio products, new promising biomass
sources and standardisation;

4. The Commission and the CAAS envisage to exchange information and
facilitate consultation processes, as necessary and appropriate, in view of
identifying potential additional areas for cooperation.

5. In order to develop the cooperation in the above mentioned areas of mutual
interest, the Commission and CAAS intend to promote and implement joint and
co-funded collaborative research and innovation programmes, projects and
activities.

6. The Commission and the CAAS also envisage to jointly organise the following
activities:

6.1 Promote training activities and exchange of researchers, facilitate the
implementation of demonstration projects and other actions to help deploying
innovative solutions, and organise ad-hoc events to improve capacity building;

6.2 Hold regular or systematic working mechanisms (face-to-face or virtual
meetings), aiming at exchanging information, monitoring progress of joint
activities, discussing relevant issues and strengthening collaboration in the field
of Food, Agriculture and Biotechnologies.

This Letter of Intent does not intend to create rights and obligations under
international law.

This Letter of Intent is signed in four originals, two in the English and two in the
Chinese languages, both language versions being equally valid.



FOR THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Signed in Brussels on {z4November 2013

Janez POTOCNIK
Commissioner for the Environment

Signed in Brussels on #*November 2013

Maire GEOGHEGAN-QUINN .

Commissioner for Research,
Innovation and Science

Signed in Brussels on/% November 2013

%

Dacian CIOLOS
Commissioner for Agriculture and
Rural Development

Signed in Brussels on 1{"November 2013
| \‘/\/\/\M

\, Tonio BORG
Commissioner for Health

FOR THE CHINESE ACADEMY OF
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

Signed in Beijing on ... November 2013
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LI JIAYANG
President
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