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Joint Press Statement 

 
COVID-19  

Arrival of vaccines against covid-19 in Cameroon 
 
 

Yaoundé, 18th April 2021 
 
Cameroon received doses of COVID-19 vaccines shipped via the COVAX Facility, a partnership between CEPI, 
Gavi, UNICEF and WHO. This is a historic step towards our goal to ensure equitable distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines globally, in what will be the largest vaccine procurement and supply operation in history. The delivery 
is part of a first wave of 1,752,000 vaccine doses of Astra Zeneca-Sabin Institute of India arrivals that will 
continue in the coming days and weeks. 

On 17th of April 2021, COVAX shipped 391,200 doses of the Astra Zeneca-Sabin Institute of India vaccine, from 
to Cameroon, and it arrived in the evening at 6:40 PM. The arrival of the vaccines at the Yaoundé Nsimalen 
International airport marks an important milestone for the COVAX Facility in its unprecedented effort to 
deliver at least 2 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines by the end of 2021. 

Cameroon recorded its first case of Covid 19 more than a year ago. From that moment preventive measures 

were taken to stop the spread of this disease which unfortunately has caused loss of human life, leaving 

families excited. It was in December 2020 that the Government of Cameroon submitted its request for a 

vaccine against COVID-19, and today we still receive a new wave of more than 391,200 Astra Zeneca-Sabin-

type doses sent to the country by through COVAX. There is no doubt that these vaccines, which are only part 

of the 1,752,000 doses to come, will effectively help stop the spread of Covid 19 in Cameroon. Obviously, 

scrupulous respect for barrier measures remains and remains a civic behavior that everyone should adopt. 

“The Cameroonian government is therefore delighted with the very good relations that binds it to the United 
Nations System, thanking it greatly for this gesture which will save more lives. The Ministry of Public Health, as 
far as it is concerned, through the Expanded Vaccination Program (PEV), will ensure vaccination activities 
against COVID-19 at fixed sites throughout the national territory. The vaccines are here, so let's protect 
ourselves and those around us! »Declared Malachie Manaouda, Minister of Public Health in Cameroon. 

 “With the surge in contamination observed in recent weeks, COVAX vaccines are timely in Cameroon to 

reduce the dynamics of transmissions. This will reduce the pressure on the health care system by protecting 

health care workers, the elderly, and those with co-morbidities. While vaccinating as many people as possible 

and quickly as it can be, compliance with barrier measures to prevent contamination remains essential.. WHO 

encourages the ambition of the Cameroonian Government to vaccinate all eligible populations against COVID-
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19 while strengthening its Expanded Program on Immunization in particular and the health system in general” 

said Phanuel Habimana, WHO Representative in Cameroon. 

 “The fight against COVID 19 must be led by all to eradicate this pandemic which has taken and continues to 
wreak havoc around the world. Cameroon has not been spared and because of this pandemic, many children 
have been deprived of many of their rights such as those to education, protection, health or vaccination, 
because parents do not visit health facilities as often as before, leaving these children at the mercy of 
preventable diseases. The arrival of these vaccines certainly marks a very important step in the fight against 
COVID 19 in Cameroon. All that remains is to encourage everyone to get vaccinated because vaccination 
remains the best tool to avoid contracting and spreading deadly diseases, including COVID-19. This civic 
gesture will save lives but also, consequently, promote the promotion and respect of the rights of the child 
"mentioned, Jacques Boyer, UNICEF Representative in Cameroon. 

 “To win the battle against this pandemic, vaccination must be available to everyone, everywhere. No one is 
safe until everyone is safe. The European Union, together with its Member States and the European 
Investment Bank, is very proud to be part of this effort through €2.2 billion in grants and investments”.H. E. 
Ramón María Moreno González, Team Europe, Ambassador Spain to Cameroon 

“Concerted international action is the only way to end the COVID-19 pandemic.  We have used our world 
leading diplomacy and UK aid to drive this forward.    The UK was one of the first countries to back COVAX with 
£548 million and we have consistently pushed the international community to step up and support it.  We are 
delighted that the first COVAX shipment has arrived into Cameroon”. H.E. Dr. Christian Dennys-McClure, 
British High Commissioner 

“COVID-19 has shown us that no nation can act alone in the face of a pandemic.  The United States is 
committed to the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic and is the largest single donor supporting 
COVAX.  The rapid and sustained implementation of robust COVID-19 vaccination campaigns in Cameroon is 
critical to protecting the health of Cameroonians and controlling this pandemic.” Vernelle Trim FitzPatrick, U.S. 
Embassy Charge d’Affaires a.i. 

“This is an important moment for Cameroon, the African continent and COVAX - bringing us closer to our 
common goal of ensuring equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines,” said Dr Pietro Di Mattei, Country Manager 
of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. "Gavi is delighted to see the ambition of the COVAX Facility come to fruition with 
this first wave of deliveries that will protect the most vulnerable, including healthcare workers on the front 
lines in the fight against this pandemic in Cameroon. " 
 
“Since the beginning of this pandemic, vaccine makers have spared no efforts to speed up development, 
production, registration, and equitable access of high-quality vaccines. Pharmaceutical manufacturers are 
committed founding partners of the ACT Accelerator and COVAX, and we are excited that for the first time 
in the history of pandemics, vaccines are rolled out in a coordinated manner quickly around the 
world. Another momentous effort is the scaling up of the vaccine manufacturing from zero to millions in a 
matter of months. As producing vaccines is a complex process, so with such a scale up, there 
are inevitably going to be challenges ahead; we will continue working collaboratively to find solutions and 
join hands in making history.”Thomas Cueni, Director General, International Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA) 
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“Developing Countries Vaccine Manufacturer’s Network (DCVMN) has strongly stood with all stakeholders 
during this unprecedented time of the COVID-19 pandemic and has strived hard to develop, manufacture and 
roll out COVID-19 vaccines in a record time span of 10-12 months as a part of global collaboration and 
solidarity. We stand together shoulder to shoulder in this endeavour” Said  D. Prasad, President, Developing 
Countries Vaccine Manufacturer’s Network (DCVMN) 
  

For several months, COVAX partners have been supporting governments and partners in readiness efforts, in 
preparation for this moment. They have been active especially in working with some of the world’s poorest 
countries: those that will benefit from the Advance Market Commitment (AMC), an innovative financial 
mechanism to help secure global and equitable access for COVID-19 vaccines. This includes assisting with the 
development of national vaccination plans, support for cold chain infrastructure, as well as stockpiling of half a 
billion syringes and safety boxes for their disposal, masks, gloves and other equipment to ensure that there is 
enough equipment for health workers to start vaccinating priority groups as soon as possible. 

In order for doses to be delivered to COVAX Facility participants via this first allocation round, several critical 
pieces must be in place, including confirmation of national regulatory authorisation criteria related to the 
vaccines delivered, indemnification agreements, national vaccination plans from AMC participants, as well as 
other logistical factors such as export and import licenses. 

As participants fulfil the above criteria and finalise readiness preparations, COVAX will issue purchase orders 
to the manufacturer and ship and deliver doses via an iterative process. This means deliveries for the first 
round of allocation will take place on a rolling basis and in tranches.   

COVAX is co-led by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), working in partnership with UNICEF as well as the World Bank, civil 
society organisations, manufacturers, and others. COVAX is part of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) 
Accelerator, a ground-breaking global collaboration to accelerate development, production, and equitable 
access to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and vaccines.   

COVAX has built a diverse portfolio of vaccines suitable for a range of settings and populations, and is on track 
to meet its goal of delivering at least 2 billion doses of vaccine to participating countries around the globe in 
2021, including at least 1.3 billion donor-funded doses to the 92 lower-income COVAX Facility participants 
supported by the Gavi COVAX AMC.  

About COVAX 

COVAX, the vaccines pillar of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, is co-led by the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance Gavi) and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) – working in partnership with developed and developing country vaccine manufacturers, UNICEF, the 
World Bank, and others. It is the only global initiative that is working with governments and manufacturers to 
ensure COVID-19 vaccines are available worldwide to both higher-income and lower-income countries. 

CEPI is focused on the COVAX vaccine research and development portfolio: investing in R&D across a variety of 
promising candidates, with the goal to support development of three safe and effective vaccines which can be 
made available to countries participating in the COVAX Facility. As part of this work, CEPI has secured first 
right of refusal to potentially over one billion doses for the COVAX Facility to a number of candidates, and 
made strategic investments in vaccine manufacturing, which includes reserving capacity to manufacture doses 

https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator
http://www.cepi.net/covax
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of COVAX vaccines at a network of facilities, and securing glass vials to hold 2 billion doses of vaccine. CEPI is 
also investing in the ‘next generation’ of vaccine candidates, which will give the world additional options to 
control COVID-19 in the future.   

Gavi is focused on procurement and delivery for COVAX: coordinating the design, implementation and 
administration of the COVAX Facility and the Gavi COVAX AMC and working with its Alliance partners UNICEF 
and WHO, along with governments, on country readiness and delivery. The COVAX Facility is the global pooled 
procurement mechanism for COVID-19 vaccines through which COVAX will ensure fair and equitable access to 
vaccines for all 190 participating economies, using an allocation framework formulated by WHO. The COVAX 
Facility will do this by pooling buying power from participating economies and providing volume guarantees 
across a range of promising vaccine candidates. The Gavi COVAX AMC is the financing mechanism that will 
support the participation of 92 low- and middle-income countries in the Facility, enabling access to donor-
funded doses of safe and effective vaccines. Gavi is fundraising for the COVAX AMC, and funding UNICEF 
procurement of vaccines as well as partners’ and governments work on readiness and delivery, including 
support cold chain equipment, technical assistance, syringes, vehicles, and other aspects of the vastly complex 
logistical operation for delivery. UNICEF and the Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO) will be acting as 
procurement coordinators for the COVAX Facility, helping deliver vaccines to COVAX AMC participants and 
others. 

WHO has multiple roles within COVAX: It provides normative guidance on vaccine policy, regulation, safety, 
R&D, allocation, and country readiness and delivery. Its Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on 
Immunization develops evidence-based immunization policy recommendations. Its Emergency Use Listing 
(EUL)/prequalification programmes ensure harmonized review and authorization across member states. It 
provides global coordination and member state support on vaccine safety monitoring. It developed the target 
product profiles for COVID-19 vaccines and provides R&D technical coordination.  WHO leads, along with 
UNICEF, the support to countries as they prepare to receive and administer vaccines. The Country Readiness 
and Delivery (CRD) workstream includes Gavi and numerous other partners working at the global, regional, 
and country-level to provide tools, guidance, monitoring, and on the ground technical assistance for the 
planning and roll-out of the vaccines.  Along with COVAX partners, WHO is also developing a no-fault 
compensation scheme as part of the time-limited indemnification and liability commitments. 

UNICEF is leveraging its experience as the largest single vaccine buyer in the world and working with 
manufacturers and partners on the procurement of COVID-19 vaccine doses, as well as freight, logistics and 
storage. UNICEF already procures more than 2 billion doses of vaccines annually for routine immunization and 
outbreak response on behalf of nearly 100 countries. In collaboration with the PAHO Revolving Fund, UNICEF 
is leading efforts to procure and supply doses of COVID-19 vaccines for COVAX. In addition, UNICEF, Gavi and 
WHO are working with governments around the clock to ensure that countries are ready to receive the 
vaccines, with appropriate cold chain equipment in place and health workers trained to dispense them. 
UNICEF is also playing a lead role in efforts to foster trust in vaccines, delivering vaccine confidence 
communications and tracking and addressing misinformation around the world. 

About CEPI 

CEPI is an innovative partnership between public, private, philanthropic, and civil organisations, launched at 
Davos in 2017, to develop vaccines to stop future epidemics. CEPI has moved with great urgency and in 
coordination with WHO in response to the emergence of COVID-19. CEPI has initiated 11 partnerships to 
develop vaccines against the novel coronavirus. The programmes are leveraging rapid response platforms 
already supported by CEPI as well as new partnerships. 

https://www.gavi.org/covax-facility
https://www.gavi.org/gavi-covax-amc
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Finitiatives%2Fact-accelerator%2Fcovax%2Fcovid-19-vaccine-country-readiness-and-delivery%2Facceptance-and-demand&data=04%7C01%7Cmsharafudeen%40gavi.org%7C1cf502ad59ff4172277108d8d7dc83bf%7C1de6d9f30daf4df6b9d65959f16f6118%7C0%7C0%7C637496689410965976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=unu%2BsH6oyV1oCvkYUwS0n%2BiK%2BKhzrjmWY9ZSq9c5QFI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Finitiatives%2Fact-accelerator%2Fcovax%2Fcovid-19-vaccine-country-readiness-and-delivery%2Facceptance-and-demand&data=04%7C01%7Cmsharafudeen%40gavi.org%7C1cf502ad59ff4172277108d8d7dc83bf%7C1de6d9f30daf4df6b9d65959f16f6118%7C0%7C0%7C637496689410975970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wtW1wCuTazQ1tSA0jFln%2Bo9lXf4p%2B%2BCPNs%2BIq%2F9Jm90%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Finitiatives%2Fact-accelerator%2Fcovax%2Fcovid-19-vaccine-country-readiness-and-delivery%2Facceptance-and-demand&data=04%7C01%7Cmsharafudeen%40gavi.org%7C1cf502ad59ff4172277108d8d7dc83bf%7C1de6d9f30daf4df6b9d65959f16f6118%7C0%7C0%7C637496689410975970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wtW1wCuTazQ1tSA0jFln%2Bo9lXf4p%2B%2BCPNs%2BIq%2F9Jm90%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Femergencies%2Fdiseases%2Fnovel-coronavirus-2019%2Fcovid-19-vaccines%2Fcovid-19-vaccine-multimedia&data=04%7C01%7Cmsharafudeen%40gavi.org%7C1cf502ad59ff4172277108d8d7dc83bf%7C1de6d9f30daf4df6b9d65959f16f6118%7C0%7C0%7C637496689410975970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LBZgaRtn3S30%2FWBEGq1kyAgRs%2BMp2diUuxTTQkBPcwU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.paho.org/en/resources/paho-revolving-fund
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-lead-procurement-and-supply-covid-19-vaccines-worlds-largest-and-fastest-ever
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Before the emergence of COVID-19, CEPI’s priority diseases included Ebola virus, Lassa virus, Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome coronavirus, Nipah virus, Rift Valley Fever and Chikungunya virus. CEPI also invested in 
platform technologies that can be used for rapid vaccine and immunoprophylactic development against 
unknown pathogens (Disease X). 

About Gavi 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance is a public-private partnership that helps vaccinate half the world’s children against 
some of the world’s deadliest diseases. Since its inception in 2000, Gavi has helped to immunise a whole 
generation – over 822 million children – and prevented more than 14 million deaths, helping to halve child 
mortality in 73 developing countries. Gavi also plays a key role in improving global health security by 
supporting health systems as well as funding global stockpiles for Ebola, cholera, meningitis and yellow fever 
vaccines. After two decades of progress, Gavi is now focused on protecting the next generation and reaching 
the unvaccinated children still being left behind, employing innovative finance and the latest technology – 
from drones to biometrics – to save millions more lives, prevent outbreaks before they can spread and help 
countries on the road to self-sufficiency. Learn more at www.gavi.org and connect with us 
on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
The Vaccine Alliance brings together developing country and donor governments, the World Health 
Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, the vaccine industry, technical agencies, civil society, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation and other private sector partners.  

About WHO 

The World Health Organization provides global leadership in public health within the United Nations system. 
Founded in 1948, WHO works with 194 Member States, across six regions and from more than 150 offices, to 
promote health, keep the world safe and serve the vulnerable. Our goal for 2019-2023 is to ensure that a 
billion more people have universal health coverage, to protect a billion more people from health emergencies, 
and provide a further billion people with better health and wellbeing. 

For updates on COVID-19 and public health advice to protect yourself from coronavirus, 
visit www.who.int and follow WHO 
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok,  Pinterest, Snapchat, YouTube 

About UNICEF 

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most disadvantaged children. 
Across 190 countries and territories, we work for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for 
everyone. For more information about UNICEF and its work for children, visit www.unicef.org. For more 
information about COVID-19, visit www.unicef.org/coronavirus  

Follow UNICEF on Twitter and Facebook. 

About the ACT-Accelerator 

The Access to COVID-19 Tools ACT-Accelerator, is a new, ground-breaking global collaboration to accelerate 
the development, production, and equitable access to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and vaccines. It was set up 

https://www.gavi.org/homepage
https://www.facebook.com/GAVI/
https://twitter.com/gavi
https://www.who.int/home
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://www.facebook.com/WHO/
https://www.instagram.com/who/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-health-organization/
https://www.tiktok.com/@who
https://www.pinterest.ch/worldhealthorganization/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/whorg
https://www.youtube.com/WHO
https://www.unicef.org/
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus
https://twitter.com/UNICEF
https://www.facebook.com/unicef
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in response to a call from G20 leaders in March and launched by the WHO, European Commission, France and 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in April 2020. 

The ACT-Accelerator is not a decision-making body or a new organisation but works to speed up collaborative 
efforts among existing organisations to end the pandemic. It is a framework for collaboration that has been 
designed to bring key players around the table with the goal of ending the pandemic as quickly as possible 
through the accelerated development, equitable allocation, and scaled up delivery of tests, treatments and 
vaccines, thereby protecting health systems and restoring societies and economies in the near term. It draws 
on the experience of leading global health organisations which are tackling the world’s toughest health 
challenges, and who, by working together, are able to unlock new and more ambitious results against COVID-
19. Its members share a commitment to ensure all people have access to all the tools needed to defeat 
COVID-19 and to work with unprecedented levels of partnership to achieve it. 

The ACT-Accelerator has four areas of work: diagnostics, therapeutics, vaccines and the health system 
connector. Cross cutting all of these is the workstream on Access & Allocation. 
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