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ADDRESS BY  

Jamila El-Assaidi, Deputy Head of Delegation  

EU DELEGATION TO SIERRA LEONE 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE  

 

TeamEurope Initiative Supporting District Level response to COVID-19 

Venue: Ministry of Planning and Economic Development of Sierra Leone 

Date: Tuesday 28th of July 2020 

 

 

Hon. Minister of Planning and Economic Development,  

Director of the National Authorising Office for the European Development Fund, 

Development Secretary, 

National NGO Coordinator,  

Esteemed civil society partners,  

Esteemed colleagues from the Embassy of Ireland, 

Members of the media, 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Together with my colleagues from the Embassy of Ireland, I am delighted to join you on behalf of 

the European Union for the official launch of our joint “Team Europe initiative” which aims to 

support Sierra Leone’s COVID-19 response at district level. 
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Since the offset of the pandemic, the EU and its Member States have worked relentlessly in close 

partnership with national and local authorities, with NGOs and other development partners to 

respond to the crisis. 

Let me give you a short snapshot of the European Union COVID-19 support so far: 

 to allow the government to respond flexibly to the crisis, we speeded up the 
disbursement of 10.000.000 EUR (Le 120 billion) of budgetary aid; 

 to help the most vulnerable communities of Freetown, we mobilised 2.000.000 EUR (Le 
50 billion); 

 to support decentralised response – we provided 10.000.000 EUR (Le 120 billion) worth 
of grants to the Local Councils of Bombali, Kambia, Kenema and Pujehun and we will 
soon commit another 2.000.000 EUR (Le 24 billion) for that same purpose in Kerene and 
Falaba; 

 through the NACSA Social Protection Emergency Scheme, we engaged 5.200.000 EUR (Le 
60 billion) for cash transfers to 37.000 of the most vulnerable Sierra Leoneans; 

 to contribute to the national response strategy, we repurposed most of our programmes, 
while continuing to support high labour infrastructure development projects and mid-
term development plans. 
 

The Team Europe initiative we are launching today is therefore certainly not the first one, neither 
the biggest one in terms of COVID 19 support to Sierra Leone. Yet it is a VERY significant one.  
 
Very significant for 3 reasons: 
 
Firstly, it is indicative of a true partnership at European Union level. In April this year, the 

European Union indeed launched the Team Europe Initiative, which unites EU institutions and 

its Member States, financial institutions and NGOs to help the most vulnerable countries in Africa, 

and across the world. The aim was to pull financial resources and expertise together to respond 

most effectively to the crisis.  

The initiative we are launching today is the localised expression of this global commitment. It is 

the result of a true partnership between the European Union and Ireland and proof of our 

utmost commitment to jointly move aid effectiveness from policy to practice.   

Secondly, this Team Europe Initiative recognises the value of NGOs and CSOs as development 

partners. Indeed, it brings together no less than six outstanding European, Irish and Sierra 

Leonean NGOs to complement the efforts of the authorities. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me take the opportunity to salute and commend our partner NGOs: Concern Worldwide, 

Trócaire, GOAL, Advocacy and Development Sierra Leone (AAD-SL), Kambia District 
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Development and Rehabilitation Organisation (KADDRO) and Social Enterprise Development 

Sierra Leone (SEND). All of them without exception have a long-standing commitment towards 

the development of Sierra Leone.  

They have come together in solidarity under the Team Europe initiative to bring relief to over 

400.000 Sierra Leoneans across 11 Districts. They have committed to collaborate and manage 

resources to the highest standards in order to make every cent count. They have committed to 

collaborate fully with national and local authorities in the implementation of their tasks. 

Because of all this, and here comes the third reason why the TeamEurope initiative is so 

significant: through their actions, all 6 partners NGOs will significantly contribute to provide a 

decentralised response to the COVID 19 crisis. 

 

Honourable Minister,  

At this point, it is really very important for the European Union to congratulate the Government 

of Sierra Leone for its commitment and efforts to support a multi-stakeholder response to the 

pandemic, and to congratulate you personally for your recognition that there is a critical role to 

be played by all stakeholders: from investors to NGOs, from community to grassroots 

organisations, from the executive to the local councils. To succeed in our fight, of course there 

needs to be cooperation and understanding between all those different actors – based on best 

practice and sound regulations. 

It is only by engaging at local level that our implementing partners will be able to identify the 

most relevant solutions and the 400.000 project beneficiaries that are the most in need. It is 

therefore our strong expectation that our NGO partners will actively engage with the District 

Coronavirus Emergency Response Centres (DICOVERCs) and Local Authorities to support 

community sensitisation, dignified quarantine, isolation and treatment centres, monitor border 

posts and improve hygiene in markets and WASH facilities across the Districts. 

 

Honourable Minister, 

I want to conclude by underlining, on behalf of the European Union, that your esteemed presence 

here today is a clear manifestation of the Government’s desire to work in close partnership with 

development partners and NGOs, on COVID 19 response matters and beyond. 

We are honoured to be welcomed here and we recognise your Ministry’s important contribution 

towards an effective development cooperation framework. In particular, we thank you for your 
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personal efforts to enable a positive environment for civil society organisations and development 

partners so that they can work effectively and collaboratively. 

In closing, let me express our deepest appreciation to our colleagues from the Embassy of Ireland 

and our partner NGOs for the hard work and excellent collaboration in translating our wish into 

a reality. 

On behalf of the EU, I wish the project every success. 

Thank you. 


