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1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. The following 

countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey§, the Republic of North Macedonia*, 

Montenegro*, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Norway+, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

2. The EU and its Member States have supported the UN development system (UNDS) reform from 

the outset and we continue to engage with the UN on the implementation of its various aspects. Much 

progress has been achieved in making the UN fit for the purpose of helping Member States to 

implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The COVID-19 crisis has reversed hard-

won development gains in many countries, but also shown the value of the new Resident Coordinator 

system. We should therefore use this Decade of Action to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) by 2030. Making this possible will require a strong multilateral approach with international 

cooperation and a rules based system at its core. We consider the whole UN system, including 

UNIDO, a key player “to build back better” in an environmentally sustainable way. 

3. As reconfirmed in the UN General Assembly Resolution1 on the Quadrennial comprehensive policy 

review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system 2021-2024, the 

purpose of the reform is less about operational aspects, but rather about improving the overall system 

to make it fitter to meet the challenges of the future so that no one is left behind. Therefore we 

welcome UNIDO’s engagement with UNDS partners on the ground and its contributions to the 

United Nations Socioeconomic Response Plans, Common Country Assessments, and United Nations 

Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks by developing a specific country diagnostic 

approach and a methodology for country and industry profiles. We note with satisfaction that UNIDO 

is currently a member of 83 out of the existing 131 UN Country Teams. We expect the Secretariat to 

engage further in ensuring that the economic and environmental dimensions of development are 

embedded in the respective Cooperation Frameworks. 

4. Engaging with the Secretariat on UNIDO’s alignment with the UNDS reform is important. 

Therefore, we have been consistent in requesting updates on UNIDO’s activities, in particular at 

regional and country level. A discussion on the revised terms of reference for UNIDO’s field offices 

would be a good start in this direction. An update on how UNIDO intends to take forward the 

mandates from the 2020 QCPR-resolution and on the implementation of the Funding Compact would 

be timely. We take note of UNIDO’s pro-active approach in submitting project proposals for funding 

from the Joint SDG Fund and the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund, including jointly with 

other entities of the UN development system. 

5. Finally, we encourage UNIDO to continue its efforts to maximize the opportunities of the UNDS 

reform and new generations of pooled funds as a basis to carry out its mandate in support of the 2030 

Agenda.  

With these comments we take note of Document PBC.37/14-IDB.49/14. 

____________ 

 § Candidate Country  
Candidate Countries the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as potential Candidate Country Bosnia and 
Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.  
+ Norway is a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

                                                           
1 https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/233, 21 December 2020 
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