
 

 

 

European Union 

EU Statement on the occasion of the resumed 55th Session of the CTBTO 
Preparatory Commission on the Executive Secretary appointment process 

Vienna, 26 March 2021 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The following countries 
align themselves with this statement: the Republic of North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, 
Iceland+, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Liechtenstein+, Norway+, 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Andorra, Georgia and San Marino. 

 
Mr Chairman, 

2. The European Union wishes to thank you for organising today’s meeting, and 
commends you for your tireless efforts to reach consensus on the appointment of the 
next Executive Secretary. We urge you to continue consultations towards that end, and 
assure you of our full support and cooperation in reaching a swift conclusion.   
 
3. The EU and its Member States believe that, in the event that no consensus is 
reached, and the Commission has to resort to voting again, the process for the 
appointment of the CTBTO Executive Secretary, should be guided by the principles of 
transparency, inclusiveness, fairness, merit and objectivity, as agreed by the 
Preparatory Commission in June 2020 (Annex II of the decision on the Appointment 
Process). 
 
Mr Chairman, 
 
4. All States Signatories have a legal obligation to pay their assessed contributions in 
full, on time and without conditions. This is necessary to preserve the Organisation’s 
financial health and to avoid any disincentives for paying assessed contributions.   
 
5. We note that your proposal for the States Signatories to be entitled to vote in the 
Executive Secretary election process deviates from the Commission’s financial rules 
by granting voting rights to a significant number of States currently in arrears. We 
nonetheless are willing to go along with your proposal, as it would enable the 
Preparatory Commission to proceed swiftly with the appointment process and bring it 
to a close, without re-opening lengthy and divisive discussions of the past.  Therefore, 
we can accept the text that has been initially presented as it stands. We cannot accept 
proposals that would contradict this objective.  

                                                           
* Candidate Countries the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania, as well as potential Candidate 

Country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

+ Iceland and Norway are members of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 



 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

6.  The EU and its MS stress that adopting the proposed text will not constitute a 
precedent, nor should it be interpreted as deviating from the principle that all States 
Signatories should fulfil their obligations vis-a-vis the Organisation. In conclusion, Mr. 
Chairman, we reiterate our full support to your continuous efforts. 

Thank you. 


