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EU ROADMAP FOR ENGAGEMENT WITH CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC  
FOR THE PERIOD (2021-2027)1 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

Status: Public 
Date of approval: 22 July 2021 

BRIEF ANALYSIS OF CONTEXT AND PAST ENGAGEMENT 

Civil society in the Kyrgyz Republic has been the most vibrant and active in Central Asia. There are over 600 civil society organisations that are active and many 

more are registered. Civil society organisations (CSOs) fall broadly into two categories: political, civil and institutional-focused organisations advocating for human 

rights, democratization reforms, openness and transparency of public bodies, and those focused more on social economic rights. These latter tend to be rural and 

regional CSOs addressing socio-economic issues of their communities or of particular social groups.  The basic legal framework that currently regulates the activities 

of CSOs comprises the Constitution, the 2014 Law on Public Councils in the State Institutions, the Civil Code, the Law on Non-Commercial Organisations, the Law on 

State Registration of Legal Entities, the Tax Code and other national regulatory acts as well as international treaties acceded to by the Kyrgyz Republic. 

The EU engages in different ways with CSOs, with dialogue being one of them. Political dialogues are held regularly. The first EU-Central Asia Civil Society 

Forum held in Kyrgyzstan in 2019 with participation the HR/VP F.Mogherini and the EU Special Representative for Central Asia P.Burian highlighted the pivotal 

role of CSOs at the regional level along with the EU Strategy for Central Asia adopted in June 2019.  

Regular dialogues are held between the EU Delegation and relevant CSOs to discuss policy and programme strategies. The annual EU-Kyrgyz Republic Civil 

Society Seminars on the Rule of Law, Human Rights and Corruption issues and the Gender Workshop provide a high level of participation of regional CSOs, 

including women, media and youth organisations. This ensures participatory policymaking by enabling them to understand the policy issues, challenges and 

opportunities. A specific consultation was held exclusively with CSO representatives, including women and youth organisations to discuss the EU programming 

priorities for 2021-2027 and the CSO roadmap for engagement with the civil society . Here, CSOs welcomed the priority sectors (governance and dig ital 

transformation, human development, and green and climate resilient economy). 

Strengthening the capacity of CSOs in ensuring protection of human rights and promoting the role of CSOs as Actors of Change will be supported through the 

cooperation programmes, constant political dialogue and the specific complementary grant programmes. In view of the 2012 Communication on civil society 

and its 2017 review, the European Consensus on Development (2017), the Rights-based Approach to development (2014), Guidelines on Freedom of 

Expression Online and Offline (2014), it will add value to the EU Toolbox to promote and uphold human rights.   

                                                             
1 Alignment w ith the EU programming priorities for 2021-2027 in the Kyrgyz Republic 
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EU STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN FOR ENGAGING WITH CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 

OBJECTIVES FOR THE EU 
ENGAGEMENT WITH CSOs 

ACTIONS  

 

 

MEANS (EU programmes / 
instruments to implement the 

actions)  

RELATED SECTOR & 
COMMISSION PRIORITY 

RELATED SDG 

1. Enhance the 
contributions of 
CSOs to Governance 
and Digital 
Transformation 

SO 1: Promoting Rule of Law and 
respect of human rights 

 Improved access to  justice 
for all  

 Right to a fair trial and 
equality before the law is 
ensured  

 Improved accountability, 
transparency and 
credibility of the justice 
system  

 Improved efficiency and 
quality of justice  

 Improved individual and 
institutional independence 
and impartiality of the 
justice system  

 
SO 2: Improvement of the 
Governance  

 More effective and 

transparent PFM system 

 Strengthening capacity in 
Domestic Revenue 
Mobilisation  

 Rule of Law programme 

 Digitalisation Budget 
Support operation 

 Support to CSO to 
address digital divide 
through CfPs under 
geographic/bilateral 
programme 

 Twinning programmes on 
governance and 
digitalisation 

 Human Rights and 
Democracy thematic 
programme 

 CSO thematic programme 

 Human Rights Dialogue 
 Member States 

cooperation  

 

Related sector: 

 Justice and rule 
of law, 
governance, 
peace and 
security 

 Public finance 
management 

 Digitalisation 

Commission priorities: 

 Governance, 
peace and 
security, human 
development 

 Alliances for 
science, 
technology and 
innovation, and 
digital 

 

 Gender equality 
(SDG 5) 

 Decent work and 
economic growth 
(SDG 8) 

 Industry, 
innovation and 
infrastructures 
(SDG 9) 

 Peace, justice and 
strong institutions 
(SDG 16) 
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 Improved governance and 
anti-corruption functions 

 SO 3: Building of effective, 
confident and non-discriminatory 
digitalisation 

 Strengthened 
cybersecurity, privacy and 
data protection  

 Increased access to public 
electronic services 

 Reduced digital divide (e.g. 
gender digital divide, rural-
urban digital divide)  

 
2. Enhance 

contributions of the 
CSOs to promoting 
human 
development  
focusing on inclusive 
quality education 
and skills 
development, and 
promoting gender 
equality and youth 
empowerment 

SO 1 - Development of inclusive and 
equitable quality education as well 
as improvement of digital, media 
and green skills. 

 More inclusive and 
equitable quality 
education; 

 Improved digital skills,  
 Improved media literacy; 
 Improved green skills. 

SO 2- Gender equality, youth 
empowerment, strengthened 
Human Rights.  

 Women,  men,  girls  and  
boys,  in  all  their  diversity,  
fully  enjoy  and  exercise  

 Education Budget 
Support programme  

 Support to CSO to 
address equal and 
inclusive quality 
education through CfPs 
under 
geographic/bilateral 
programme  

 TA focused on Education 
quality improvement, 
equality and 
inclusiveness; 

 Cooperation with 
Member States on 
Education quality 

Related sector: 

 Human 
Development  

Commission priorities: 

 Alliances for 
science, 
technology and 
innovation, and 
digital 

 Governance, 
peace and 
security, human 
development 

 Education (SDG 4) 

 Gender equality 
(SDG 5) 

 Decent work and 
economic growth 
(SDG 8) 
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their  equal economic, 
labour and social rights 

 Strengthened environment 
for civic engagement of 
youth  

 Increased capacity of CSOs 
to contribute to the 
development of 
accountable,   transparent   
and democratic 
institutions, social and 
economic development 

 Reduction in gender 
disparities in enrolment, 
progression and retention 
at all levels of education 
and lifelong learning for 
women, men, girls and 
boys. 

 

improvement through 
Twinning;  
 

 Gender equality, youth 
engagement and human 
rights programme 

 Human Rights and 
Democracy thematic 
programme 

 CSO thematic programme 
 Human Rights Dialogue 

 GAP Country Level 
Implementation Plan 

 Spotlight programme 

 Member states 
cooperation 

 

 Alliances for 
sustainable 
growth and jobs 

3. Strengthening of 
civil society and 
promotion of a 
favourable envi-
ronment for its 
activities 

 

 Strengthen environment for 
civic engagement of youth 

 Increase capacity of CSOs to 
contribute to the development 
of accountable, transparent 
and democratic institutions, 
social and economic 
development 

 Swift towards a more 
structured dialogue with CSO, 

 Gender equality, youth 
engagement and human 
rights programme 

 Human Rights and 
Democracy thematic 
programme 

 CSO thematic programme 
 Human rights Dialogue 

 Annual EU-Kyrgyz 
Republic Civil Society 
Seminar 

 Member States 
cooperation 

Related sector: 

 Gender equality 

 Involvement of 
youth and CSOs 

Commission priorities: 

 Governance, 
peace and 
security, human 
development 

 Gender equality 
(SDG 5) 

 Reduced 
inequalities (SDG 
10) 

 Peace, justice and 
strong institutions 
(SDG 16) 

 Strengthen the 
means of 
implementation 
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including youth movements 
and organisations 

 Integrate a gender perspective 
in the Political, security and 
sectoral policy dialogues by 
engaging in dialogue on GEWE 
with governments and national 
gender equality mechanisms, 
parliaments, other key 
institutional actors, local 
authorities and CSOs (including 
women organisations) in the 
framework of EU Roadmaps for 
engagement with Civil Society 
and involving youth 
soundboards.  

 
 

 

 
 

and revitalize the 
global partnership 
for sustainable 
development (SDG 
17) 

4. Enhance 
contributions of the 
CSOs to promoting 
Green and Climate 
Resilient Economy 

 

SO 1 – Support climate and 
environmental action and promote 
integrated water resource 
management  

 The institutional and 
regulatory framework is 
aligned with the principles 
of IWRM and gender 
equality and the capacities 
of national and local water 
authorities have been 
strengthened. 

 Improved drinking water 

 Support to Integrated 
Water Resource 
Management reforms  

 Create opportunities for 
sustainable agro-bio 
value chains and SMEs 
through blending 
operations 

 CSO thematic programme 
 Member States 

cooperation 

Related sector: 

 Climate change 
mitigation 

 Water 

 Energy 

 Sustainable green 
economy 

Commission priorities: 

 Green Deals 

 Zero Hunger (SDG ) 

 Clean Water and 
Sanitation (SDG 6) 

 Affordable and 
Clean Energey 
(SDG 7) 

 Responsible 
consumption and 
production (SDG 
12) 
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security, accessibility, 
availability and reliability 
and improved access to 
sanitation /waste water 
management. 

 Improved sustainable and 
climate resilient irrigation 
water supply. 

 

SO 2 – Support the development of 
green business and green economy 

 The awareness of 
consumers on the impact of 
the products they buy is 
improved. 

 Enabling frameworks for 
Inclusive Green Economy 
(IGE) are in place (i.e. 
ensuring coherence 
between economic and 
environment policies across 
relevant areas such as the 
business environment, 
finance and investments, 
employment). 

 Economic growth starts to 
become decoupled from 
environmental degradation 
and Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
emissions are reduced. 

 Uptake of Sustainable 

 Alliances for 
sustainable 
growth and jobs 

 Climate action 
(SDG 13) 

 Life on land (SDG 
15) 
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Consumption and 
Production practices by 
Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises is increased. 

 Women in all their diversity 
have improved access to 
entrepreneurship 
opportunities, including 
social entrepreneurship, 
and alternative livelihoods 
and strengthened 
participation in the green 
and circular economy 

 
 
 

 


