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1. I warmly thank the Polish chairmanship of the Mediterranean Partners for

Cooperation and the OSCE Secretariat for organising this year's Conference on

the crucial topic of post-pandemic recovery and security. Judging by the excellent

work done this year, I am certain that Poland will carry the torch of chairing the

Organisation next year in a way that will benefit both the OSCE area and its

Partners for Cooperation.

2. The OSCE partnership with Mediterranean countries is becoming ever more

important, particularly as the Covid-19 pandemic has increased the broad range of

common challenges that we face together. Indeed, the pandemic has cost an

estimated 400 million jobs, thereby reinforcing economic marginalisation and

exclusion, particularly of minorities, and worsening social cohesion. This poses a

significant threat to sustainable development, security, and stability in the OSCE

area and of Mediterranean partners.

3. Fighting transnational organised crime, tackling trafficking in human beings in

labour markets and building back better from the socio-economic crisis – the topics

we will discuss in the three thematic sessions during this conference – are a strong

priority for the EU. We are aware that, neither do we stand alone with these

alarming challenges, nor can we address them without our partners in the OSCE

and the Mediterranean. We are therefore more than ever committed to make full

use of our cooperation, based on the OSCE’s comprehensive security concept and

its three dimensions, and to the benefit of both shores of the Mediterranean.

4. The EU attaches great importance to our cooperation with the Southern

neighbourhood, including all six OSCE Mediterranean Partners, that takes place

within the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy. It aims at fostering

economic and social development and at promoting good governance and the rule
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of law by implementing bilateral, regional, neighbourhood-wide, and cross-border 

cooperation programmes. 

5. To reflect the changing context in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the

European Council approved a renewed partnership with the Southern

Neighbourhood. The new agenda strives to spur sustainable long-term socio-

economic recovery, protect human rights, cooperate on security, and strengthen

the political dialogue. These efforts are essential contributions to ensure long-term

stability and security in the Southern neighbourhood, as well as in the EU.

6. On a regional level, we stand ready to work within the Union for the Mediterranean,

including on reducing the exclusion of the most vulnerable in the post-pandemic

economy and creating jobs. The Union for the Mediterranean remains an important

regional forum for engaging more effectively with each other and for strengthening

regional integration, peace, and security.

7. As stated by all 57 Participating States in the Declaration on Security and Co-

operation in the Mediterranean adopted in Milan in 2018, we reiterate that the

security of the OSCE area is inextricably linked to that of the Mediterranean region.

The EU would thus like to reemphasize the valuable role of the OSCE as a regional

platform for dialogue and cooperation with our Mediterranean Partners for Co-

operation. Attention to Mediterranean issues continues to be one of the priorities of

the EU’s Global Strategy and will also be a priority in the context of the OSCE. In

this regard, I also wish to thank to the Swedish Chairpersonship for dedicating a

Permanent Council meeting to the OSCE Mediterranean Partnership.

8. The Covid-19 pandemic has had severe consequences for all of our economies

and societies. We all know the only way out of the pandemic is global cooperation.

Our Partnership is a valuable example of this.  Let us make good use of it.

The Candidate Countries the REPUBLIC of NORTH MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO*, 
SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process 
and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, as well as UKRAINE, the 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

* Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.
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