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• Your Excellency, Dr. Jane Ruth Aceng’ Minister of Health, Republic 
of Uganda; 

• Your Excellency, Ambassador Attilio Pacifici, European Union Head 
of Delegation to Uganda;  

• Ms. Rosa Malango, United Nations Resident Coordinator to Uganda; 
• Key implementing partners and stakeholders 
• My Dear IGAD Colleagues; 
• Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
Good Afternoon and allow me to first of all say what a pleasure it is for 
me to be in the beautiful and city of Kampala. 
 
Before I deliver any of my remarks, I shall begin by sincerely thanking 
our hosts the Government of Uganda for the warm and gracious 
welcome they have given me on my first official Mission here as 
Executive Secretary of IGAD.  
 
Yesterday, I had the pleasure of meeting with his Excellency the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mr. Sam Kutesa and thereafter I was privileged and 
honoured to be received officially by His Excellency the President, 
Our Senior Statesman and one of the founding fathers of IGAD, 
Yoweri Museveni.  
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The impact of the Coronavirus pandemic featured very prominently in our 
discussions. I have had the opportunity to visit different countries and I am 
personally very impressed by the seriousness with which the 
Government of Uganda has taken prevention and control of Covid-
19.  
 
I also want to sincerely thank the European Union, whose 
generosity has been unlimited thus far. In the midst of the most 
devastating pandemic in 100 years, the European Family, who are battling 
the Coronavirus themselves, nevertheless put together 60 Million Euros 
to help us tackle the health and socio-economic impact of this pandemic.  

Today in collaboration with the EU, UNOPS and other partners, IGAD is 
pleased to preside over the handing over to the Ministry of Health 
of Uganda ambulances and essential supplies worth 1.87 Million 
Euros to mitigate the health and socio-economic impact of COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The equipment today includes 4 advanced ambulances, (2 of which are 
here and another 2 will be delivered soon), Personal Protective 
Equipment and COVID-19 test kits destined for the border points of 
Malaba, Busia, Elegu as well as the Adjumani refugee camp.  I also look 
forward to the delivery of a mobile lab that will serve the refugee camp.  

As you have seen, the EU-IGAD COVID-19 Emergency Response 
Project focuses on vulnerable groups, including migrants, refugees, 
Internally Displaced Persons and Cross Border Communities/ Cross Border 
Mobile Populations and their host communities  

This project therefore aims to support over 1 Million people across 
the project sites, focusing on the provision of health care services, WASH 
services, supporting quarantine and isolation centres, prevention of gender-
based violence and risk communication.  
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It is also helping to ensure borders and critical supply chains are safe 
for trade and promoting digital solutions to monitor the crisis.  

Our analysis indicates the average number of Coronavirus cases in the 
region is increasing. Even more worryingly, the fatality rate has also 
been going up in our region.  
 
As I come to the end of my remarks, I want to remind us all that the 
coronavirus is unlike any other adversary we have faced in the IGAD 
region.  
 
We cannot conduct Diplomatic Negotiations with it; We cannot enter 
into a Ceasefire Agreement with it; We cannot initiate a Mediation 
Process with it; and We cannot deploy Peacekeepers against it. The 
virus leaves us with only one choice, to defeat it through prevention 
and containment. We must continue arming ourselves with the 
knowledge, the practices and equipment that we need to overcome this 
pandemic.   
 
However, looking forward, the conversation has shifted considerably 
from PPE to COVAX. In preparation for the vaccine phase of coronavirus 
response, IGAD has formulated a Regional Covid Vaccine plan that 
has 2 main objectives;  

One, promoting early and sufficient access to safe and 
effective COVID Vaccines.  
 
And Two, eliminating existing barriers to the efficient 
procurement, delivery, distribution and uptake of the Covid 
vaccine in the IGAD region.  
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Our strategy is to work closely with Member States to develop the 
capacity to distribute and administer the COVID-19 Vaccine. IGAD 
is also working with Member States to strengthen the cold-chain equipment 
chain and procure essential supplies.  
 
With regard to the barriers to accessing the Coronavirus vaccine, IGAD fully 
supports the position of the African Union as shared with me by 
Uganda’s Foreign Minister H.E. Sam Kutesa, on the easing of 
intellectual property rights that are currently restricting the manufacture 
and access to affordable doses of the vaccine for poor communities.  
 
Access to the Coronavirus Vaccine is therefore a human rights 
issue. Without the vaccine, the lives and livelihood opportunities of 
Millions of people in Africa will be severely affected. In the next few 
months, all indications are that the ability to travel, to work and to do 
business internationally will depend on one’s vaccination status.  
 
For this and many other reasons, our position at IGAD is that access to 
the Coronavirus vaccine should not be dependent on the economic 
capability of a country. I call upon you here and all partners in the 
international community to come together and join hands against 
“Vaccine Nationalism” in all its forms. In other words, Covax should 
be humanized and not monetized.   
 
As history taught us with the last major pandemic of HIV/AIDS that 
affected our continent; humanity comes first. IGAD calls upon the support 
of the international community to support rapid access to the COVID-19 
vaccine in low-income countries and communities around the world.  
 
We are planning to coordinate with Member State Governments and partners 
to promote the scaling up of existing immunization systems to 
accommodate adults. In addition, IGAD is promoting the levels of 
acceptance and uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine in our region. 
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I therefore call upon all our friends and partners to continue supporting us 
to further adapt and improve our response to COVID-19 by working 
together with us in partnership to improve equitable access to the 
Coronavirus vaccine.  
 
And now; I have the distinct privilege of officially handing over this 
consignment to the Government of the Republic of Uganda.   
 
Thank You Very Much. 
 
 


